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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE Letters here offered a ſecond time 

to the public are written on a ſubjett, 
which deſervealy engage the attention of 
Europe. 

Ne author ole 6 too 
long — under the hope, that an abler pen 
would have taken up this important cauſe ; 
but as no champion ſeemed willing to flep 
forth in defence of the injured and oppreſſed, 
he ventured on the taſk: a love of juſtice, 
and reſpet for an amiable charatter, pity for 
@ ſuffering people, indignation at the moſt 
atrocious atts of cruelty and perfidy urged 
im to it, and will, he hopes, juſtify a ſeveri= 
| ty and warmth of expreſſion, in few caſes 
allowable, 

In ſuch a cauſe the writer perſuaded im- 
Self, that he ſhould find an advocate in the 
boſom of every Britiſh reader, who would 
ſoften the rigor of criticiſm : nor have his 
expettations been deceived : the indulgence 

wit /: 


; 
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with which the public has read the Letters ; 
the favourable manner in which they have 
been recommended to its notice ; and the terms 
of approbation expreſſed by thoſe, whoſe opj- 
nian would ſtamp a value on any work, but 
which cannot be repeated without running 
the riſe of having the language of gratitude 
miſtaken for that of vanity :—all have ſerved 
to convince the writer, that the humanity 

| endgenerofity of the Britiſh nation feel them- 
ſelves intereſted in the cauſe he pleads. 

Some few additions are made to this ſecond. 

edition. And the editor hopes the errors of 
the preſs will be fewer : the impoſſibility he ts 
under of correcting the proofs muſt plead his 
excuſe for theſe that may ſtill be found, 


London, 
April 19, 1773. 
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E ST THIRDS 
CONCERNING THE 


PRESENT STATE 

_ OF | 

P O L AN D. 
n Sept. 22, 1772. 

MY DEAR sik! 

'SEND you incloſed che Manifeſto, 
which has juſt been delivered at the 
court of Warſaw, by the miniſters 
from Peterſburgh and Berlin *. In a few 
days the miniſter from Vienna is to give 
the ſame ; and a very curious piece it is. 


I cannot eaſily gueſs, whether it will ex- 
cite in you more indignation, or contempt. 


„ See Appendix A. 
B2 Sure 
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Sure I am, that ſo groſs an inſult was 
neyer offered to common fenfe. You 
muſt impute it to the badneſs of the 
cauſe, What can men ſay, who are to 
defend ſuch a daring breach of the laws of 
nations? The miniſters of Peterſburg are 
accuſtomed to appear without bluſhing, 
at the tribunal of the public, in defence 
of any cauſe: the death of Peter, the 
aſſaſſination of prince John, inured them 
to it, The new allies of Ruſlia, with all 
their religion and philoſophy, are not a 
whit more ſcrupulous or baſhful. 

In this piece, however, there is an art- 
ful mixture of truth and falſehood; which, 
as you deſire it, J will endeavour to ſe- 
parate for you. In order to do this, it 

will be neceſſary to reduce the Manifeſto 
to the following points; of which, I think, 
it conſiſts That | 

The empreſs of Ruſſia, as ſoon as 
«* the throne of Poland became vacant, 
e pave many very ſtrong, and unequivo- 
« cal proofs of her friendly diſpoſitions 

“ tO= 
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towards the republic; particularly en- 
« deavouring to unite the ſuffrages of the 
« Poles in favour of the candidate who 
« appeared to be moſt worthy of the 
« crown, moſt agreeable to his TENDED 
citizens and neighbours. . z 

„That the immediate . conſequences 
« were, the free and legal election of 
&« Staniſlaus, reigning king of Poland; 
« the correction of many abuſes; and the 
_ * eſtabliſhment of many uſeful and ſalu- 
0 tary regulations. 

« That the courts of Vienna and Ber- 
lin ſeconded, either tacitly or openly, 
10 the good intentions of her majeſty, 

But that the ſpirit of faction, and diſ- 
cord, had not only defeated the happy 
effects, which ſhould have followed, 
but do actually threaten the ruin and 
« total diſſolution of the ſtate. 
That, therefore, her majeſty and her 
6 great allies are Indiſpenſibly obliged to 
te take effectual, and well- combined mea- 
40 ſures, for preventing this cataſtrophe; 
B 3 reſtor- 
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e reſtoring order, and tranquility; and 
* re-eſtabliſhing the ancient form of* Bo- 


e 


« yernment in Poland, 
& And, laſtly, that it is a duty, which 


te her majeſty, and her great allies -e 
& to themſelves, to ſecure, at this critical 


« conjuncture, a reaſonable indemnifica- 
te tion for ſeveral claims, and pretenſions, 
& which they have on Poland.“ ö 

The two firſt of theſe propoſitions ap- 
pear to be true; the reſt are a continued 
tiſſue of artifice and falſehood. : 

To prove this, fir, it will be neceſſary 
to examine the manner, m which the em- 
preſs conducted herſelf from the ns 
of the interregnum. 

Her firſt care was to quiet the Guat, 
which the republic might entertain, of 
her forming any claims or ne 
upon Poland. 
Peter the Great, having put a glorious 
end to the war with Sweden, aſſumed. the 
title of emperor of all the Ruſſias; and 


endeavoured to obtain a general and puh- 
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lic avowal of it from the different courts - 
of Europe. The propoſal was received 
with great repugnance: Poland, in parti 
cular, thought herſelf intereſted in refuſ- 
ing to acknowledge the title, becauſe ſome 
of her provinces went under the name of 
Ruſſia. „ 3 
But, during the interregnum, in the 
year 1764, the reigning empreſs obtained 
what her predeceſſors had fo long endea- 
voured at in vain: ſhe declaring by her 
plenipotentiaries, and conſenting to have 
it inſerted in the acts of the diet. 
That 3 8 | 
« Her ſaid imperial majeſty, in aſſum- 
e ing the title of Empreſs of all the Ruſs 


ſias, did by no means arrogate either 


e to herſelf, heirs, ſucceſſors, or empire, 
« any right, or claim, to the diſtricts or 
« territories, which, going under the name 
« of Ruſſia, were actually in poſſeſſion, 
or ſubject to the authority of the king- 
dom of. Poland, or great duchy of Li- 
te thuania + but that, on the contrary, her 
-B 4 | ſaid 
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il « ſaid majeſty would guaranty. to the ſaid 
10 % kingdom of Poland and duchy of Li- 
will « thuania, all the immunities, lands, ter- 
10 « ritories, and diſtricts, which the ſaid 
* « kingdom and duchy ought by right to 
| 4 poſſeſs, or did now actually poſſeſs :— 
| | « une vel jure poſſidendæ ſunt, vel adtu 
10 « poſſidentur: and would, at all times, 
Wi « and for ever, maintain them in the full 
« and free enjoyment thereof, againſt the 
attempts of all, and every, who ſhould, 
« at any time, or on any pretext, endea- 
« your to diſpoſſeſs them of the ſame.” 
And, for the ſtill greater ſecurity of the 
republic, the Ruſſian miniſters engaged, 
that, within the ſpace of ſeven weeks, 
this declaration, made by them, in the 
name, and by order of their ſovereign, I 
ſhould be delivered to the court of War- | L 
ſaw, ſigned with the empreſs's own 3 
hand, and ſealed with the ſeal on the em- 1 
pie | t Luo 
In es of theſe 1 the 


diet acknowledged the title in Adee | | 
provided always, Y 
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„ That che ſaid acknowledgment ſhould - 
te neyer be conſidered as affecting the 
« rights of the republie, or the titles uſed 
« by the kings of Poland; or as ſubjecting 
©, any part of the lands, territories, or poſ- 
« ſeſſions of the kingdom of Poland, or 
4 duchy of Lithuania, to the authority of : 
« the ſaid empreſs, heirs, ſucceſſors, or. 
empire, in any manner whatever.“ 
I Upon theſe terms her majeſty received 
Y the avowal of her title, of Empreſs of all 
© | the Ruſſias; and ſhe on her part ſent to 
1 the court of Warſaw the act of renuncia- 
A tion of all claims on the republic, authen- 
| ticated in the manner, and within” the 
time limited by her miniſters . The 
growing power of Ruſſia, the influence 
I ſhe had exerted in Poland ever ſince the 
time of Peter the Great, had naturally 
2 made the Poles fearful of the deſigns ſhe 
Y | might have on the republic. Nothing 
4 could ſo thoroughly quiet theſe fears, no- 


2 * See Ads of the Confederation, anno 1764: Sce 
| —— Ju Pub. Peli l. . 
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10 LETTERS CONCERNING THE 
thing could fo effectually excite and main- 
tain a ſpirit of mutual harmony and con- 
fidence, as a fenunciation of all claims 
and pretenſions; and a treaty of guaran- 
ty, freely made, in fo full and folemn a 
manner, 


The propoſal of raiſing a native of Po- 


land to the throne was, by this ſtep, 
diveſted of all ſuſpicion ; and might now 
juſtly be looked upon as another ftrong 
proof, that the empreſs of Ruſſia enter- 


tained- the moſt friendly diſpoſitions to- 


wards the republic, 
Look into the hiſtory of the Poles, ſir, 
and you will ſee, that the fource of all 


their misfortunes, was, their kingdom be- 


coming elective, and their unwiſely de- 
termining to elect a foreign prince, From 
that moment the ambition and rapacity 
of their neighbours were awakened ! 
every one became a candidate, or took 
an active part in favour of one of the can- 
didates, and to the excluſion of the reſt, 
Hence almoſt every vacancy of the throne 
excited 
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excited troubles: hence the powers hor- 
dering on Poland were fo often involved 
in them: hence, under pretext of fecurmg 
their own. frontiers, their troops entered 
into Poland, and dictated to the republic 
whom ſhe ſhould chuſe. A thouſand little 
paſſions prevented the Poliſh nation in 
general from attending to, and remedying 
theſe evils in time. Their pride was flat- 


tered at ſeeing themſelves courted by the 


neighbouring powers; their avarice was 
fed by the preſents and promiſes of the 
different candidates, and their adherents: 
a ſpirit of ſelfiſhneſs and venality ſeized 
upon the whole nation; and falſe notions 
of liberty were imbibed, 

Fearing that the forces of the foreigner 
they elected might be employed to en- 
Nave them, every new election was mark- 
ed by new laws, which, under the ſpe« 


cious pretence of reſtraining the power of 


the future king, and ſecuring the inde- 
pendency of each- individual, ſerved only 


to weaken the ſtate, and enſlave the whole. 


You 
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You remember what Monteſquieu has 
faid on this occaſion: © L'independance, 
« de chaque particulier eſt l'objet des 
« Loix de la Pologne; et ce, qui en re- 
&« ſulte, Voppreſſion de tous.” Theſe few 
words, fir, contain the beſt picture of the 
Poliſh conſtitution that ever was drawn. 

The candidate, who ſucceeded, glad to 
obtain a. crown at any rate, promiſed 
whatever was demanded : the friends of 
thoſe who were, diſappointed, were not 
ſorry to {ſee leſſened the conſequence of 
a crown, which they had not had intereſt 
enough to obtain. And when by theſe 
in Poland were. vega and . 
inactive, their neighbours went farther: 
and, under pretence of ſecuring the free- 


dom of elections, the liberties of the peo - 


ple, and the rights of the different orders 
and claſſes of citizens, they took upon 
themſelves the title and office of guaran- 
tees of the government of Poland. For, 
that this is no new idea, you may ſee, by 
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the letters and declarations of the houſe 

of Auſtria, during the interregnum occa- 

ſioned by the death of Auguſtus II *. 

Hence the Poles were no longer ma- 

ſters of fixing, or changing, as circum- 

ſtances might require, their own inter- 
nal form of government: the power of 
3 the crown was annihilated : and foreign 
$8 princes grew omnipotent. This heed- 
6 | | leſs people had kicked againſt the legal 
6 | authority of a limited prince; and now 
crouched beneath the inſolent and humi- 
liating tyranny of ſtrangers. 

The natural, and indeed only erben 
A of diminiſhing, by little and little; and, 
iin time, of putting a final ſtop to this 
4 evil, would have been, to have made it a 5 
Y I fundamental law, that none but a native 
A could ever be promoted to the throne. 
| The patriotic part of the kingdom were 
ſo ſenſible of this, that at the death of 
2 Auguſtus II. the whole nation bound it- 


* See Rouſſet recueil 'Kiſtotique, Tome ix. 
paſſim. 
ſelf 
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ſelf by an oath: not to ele, not even to 
propoſe a foreign candidate. Fr? 
vou ſee therefore, ſir, that the em- 
preſs of Ruſſia has reaſon to alledge, as, 
a proof of her good intentions, that ſhe 
recommended a native to the throne. 

And moſt certainly the particular can- 
didate, whoſe intereſts ſhe eſpouſed, was 
the man the moſt worthy of the throne ; 
and who, to all appearances, would render 
himſelf the moſt agreeable to his fellow- 
citizens, and his neighbours. 

He was ſon of the firſt ſecular ſenator 
of the kingdom; allied to the moſt 
powerful and ancient families in it : his 
education had been directed on a plan the 
moſt liberal and manly : he had travelled 
to all the courts of Europe ; and in all 
had left the moſt favourable impreſſions 
behind him: he had diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by a nervous eloquence ; by a thorough 
knowledge of the laws and conſtitutions 


of his own country, and of the intereſts 
and characters of the other courts of 


Europe, 
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Europe, and above all, he had enlarged 


and juſt ideas of the rights of mankind, 


and the ends for which ſuperior power is 
lodged in the hands of the few. In a 


word, if he had never reigned, his ene- 


mies themſelves would have allowed, that 
no man was ever more worthy of a crown. 
Thus far then, ſir, the empreſs of 


| Ruſſia ſpeaks with equal truth and dig- 


mm” 
With the ſame truth ſhe ſays, Fs the 


immediate conſequences of theſe friendly 
diſpoſitions were the free and legal elec- 

tion of Staniſlaus, reigning king of Poland; 
the correction of many abuſes, and the 
eſtabliſhment of many uſeful and n 
regulations. ö 
The legality of the reigning king's 
election has been called in queſtion by the 
confederates. Their objections are pub- 
liſhed in a large volume, in quarto, under 
the title of Manifeſte de la Republique 
*  Confederee de la Pologne.” 
* þ | 29” Their 
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"Their great, and indeed leading objec- 
tion, is the preſence of ſome Ruſſian 
troops, and the viſihle and ren influence 

exerted by Ruſſia. 

To judge of the force of this objeQian, 
we have only to examine the manner in 
which the elections to the throne of Po- 
land have been conducted; from that of 
Henry of Valois, to that of the 4 
king. And if, from this review, it ſhal 
appear, that there has ſcarce ever been an 
election, where ſo little was ſeen of the 
bribery or force of foreign. ſtates, or 
where the forms of the law were ſo well 
obſerved, the conduct of the empreſs will 
in this inſtance ſtand acquitted. 1 

At the firſt interregnum, after the death 
of Sigiſmund Auguſtus, the nation pat 
lome regulations relative to the mode of 
election: the capitulations between the 
king and the nation, called the * pacta 
„ conventa,“ were drawn up; the inter» 
poſition of foreigners was but ill provided 
againſt z becauſe the danger of it was but 

feebly 
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feebly felt. No ſettled plan of govern- 


ment was formed; the hands of the ariſto- 
cratical part, already too powerful, was 


ſtrengthened: and the reſt left in a ſtate 


of inconſiſtent, incoherent confuſion; the 


ſeeds of future diſorder were ſown: and 
fome even went ſo far as to ſay, that the 
mode of election could not be ſettled by 
preciſe laws, leſt the liberty of election 
ſhould be endangered. They did not 
know, that liberty could not exiſt but un- 
der the protection of law. | 

At this firſt election, in 1573, 90 in- 
trigues and bribery of France, Auſtria, 
and Ruſſia threatened the utmoſt confu- 


ſion and diſorder; the partizans of France 


were ſucceſsful: Henry of Valois was 
choſen ; but the Poles might then have 
forſeen what was hereafter to be expected 
from their neighbours, and how little they 
could promiſe themſelves the free and uns 
diſturbed diſpoſal of their crown, 
Henty remained only five months in 
Poland, and his retreat occaſioned a ſecond 
C ilater- 
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interregnum. It was ſoon ſeen how chi- 
merical the idea of a free election was 
grown; the number of candidates aug- 
mented; the intrigues of their reſpective 
agents were more open and public. The 
arch-duke Erneſt, the king of Sweden, 
and his ſon; the dukes of Modena, Ferra- 
ra, and Mantua; and Stephen Bathory, 
prince of 'I'ranſylvania, were the principal, 
though not the only candidates. Another 
party propoſed the emperor Maximilian 

II. and another, a native of Poland, This 
laſt party proclaimed the princeſs Anne, 
and gained over the friends of Stephen, 
by declaring that he was to eſpouſe ms 
and reign with her. 

The death of Stephen, ha 1586, occa- 
ſioned the third interregnum. The candi- 
dates, now grown bolder, added forer to 
intrigue, Sigiſmund, prince 'of Sweden, 
nephew to Anne, and bred up with the 
—_ of ſueceeding to the throne, obtained 

But the party of Maximilian, brother 
to Rodolphus II. determined to _— 
him 
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him by: force of arms; he was twice van- 
quiſhed in two pitched battles, and in the 
laſt taken priſoner. : 

In the ſucceeding interregnums, we 1 | 
all the powers of Europe taking part 
openly and avowedly in favour of one or 
other of the candidates, 

After the death of John Sobieſki, they 


went er and by a natural progreſſion, 


foreign troops ſucceeded to foreign intrigues, 


A prince of Conti, a prince of Neubourg, 


and Leopold, duke of Lorrain, were the 
firſt candidutes on the liſt, The addreſs 
of the abbe de Polignac ſecured, as he 
thought, the throne to the prince of Conti, 
When, all at once a new candidate appear- 


ed, Frederick Auguſtus, elector of Saxony. 


One ſingle man had gone to Dreſden ; 
perſuaded the elector to change his religi- 
on, undd enter on the liſts. Conti, and the 
vlector, were each choſen and proclaimed 
by their reſpective parties: a Saxon army 
dgeided the diſpute; and after a civil war 
f Mear A year, the election of Auguſtus 
was acknowledged. 

C 2 He 
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He was hardly well ſeated on his throne, 
when Charles XII. of Sweden, forced him 
not only to quit it, but ſoteninly to re- 
nounce it. After the defeat of Charles 
at Pultawa, he diſavowed this renuneiation, 
and reaſſumed the crown. Auguſtus ſoon 
formed the deſign of rendering the throne 
hereditary in his family; and had he been 
capable of conducting himſelf upon en- 
larged ideas, he might perhaps have fuc- 
ceeded, As it was, he not only failed, 
but owed his death fo the attempt. Tn- 
ſtead of receiving what he wanted, as the 
recompence of real ſervices rendered to a 
grateful people, he employed his whole 
reign, in corrupting their manners, and 
ſtifling all public virtue; and then deter- 
tnined to engage his neighbours, to render 
the throne hereditary in his family: and 
was ready to purchaſe their confent and 
aſſiſtance, by diſmembring Poland u. His 
firſt attempt was to gain over Frederick 


* See Memoires de la maiſon de Brandenburgh, 


William, 
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William, then king of Pruſſia ; he deſired * 

xz that prince, to ſend the marſhal Grum- 
7 | kow to Warſaw; Grumkow went, the 
2 king wanted to ſound the marſhal; and 
the marſhal. the king: to carry on their 
2 deſign, they both got ſo very drunk, that 
Y the king died of it, and the marſhal con- 
Y tracted a diſorder, of which he never re- 

covered. 
At the n of Auguſtus the hood, 
4 the courts of Vienna, and Peterſburg, 
thought it no longer neceſſary to keep up 
the appearances of decorum hitherto. ob- 
© | ſerved; and without conſulting the nation 
determined to exclude the houſe of Saxo- 
3 ny from the throne ; and place upon it 
3 | Emanuel, prince of Portugal. This prince 
2 died, and the project with him. The 
9 new elector of Saxony became more tract- 
able; and the two courts changed their 
plan, and determined to ſupport 2 

| III. * 


* And a worſe preſent was never made to a 
nation ; he was beyond all compariſon the weakeſt, 
C 3 and 
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In the mean time/the Poles | had elected 
UE: en nee} a few diſcontent- 


114 „Di : £14 0145212 


40 2 


7 a 8 
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0 moſt ee m en ſat upon f 
throrſe. In the laſt war, he had an opportunity: 
which may perhaps never be found again, of ren- 
dering Poland a feſpectable nation; he loſt it, and 
will, for ever deſerve the curſes af the nation for 
haying loſt it. One may judge of the, man, by his 
amuſements; a fayourite and daily diverſion, was to 
order a number of dogs to be got together ; and 
whilſt the poor animals were feeding in his edut, 
this doughty monarch was ſhooting at them from 
his windows. Such was the prince, whom, the 
courts of Vienna and Peterſburgh forced on the 
throne of Poland : fuch was the prince, whom in 
theſe days, the blind ſpirit of party has erected into 
a hero and patriot. He too had reſumed the idea 
of his father, to render the throne hereditary i in his 
family : and like him too, choſe rather to owe it to 
the intrigues or force of foreigners, than to merit 
it at the hands of the nation. Had the late em- 
preſs of Ruſſia lived, it is probable his deligns 
would have been forwarded by her. And in the 
preſent diftreſsful : moment of Poland, it is confi- 
dently ſaid; that the preſent elector of Saxony has 
formed an alliance with the king of Pruſſia, by 
- which: he guaranties to the king, his uſurpations 
in Poland, and offers to aſſiſt him with . 20,000 
Pen, in caſe of his Deng attacked on that ſcore ; 
and 
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od citizens retired to the other fide of the- 
Viſtula: there they proteſted againſt the 
election; and, ſupported by ſome Ruſſian 
1 troops, in defiance of a ſolemn oath, vo- 
= luntarily taken, proclaimed Auguſtus King. 
The Poles, too often raſh | in their en- 
4 terprizes,, ſeem. here to have wanted com- 
RN mon ſpirit; inſtead of falling on this hand- 
3 ful of men, retired; and ſhut up them- 
1 ſelves with Leſacz ynfki in Dantzig. There 
they were beſieged by the Ruſſians and 
3 | Saxons ; and the right of Auguſtus to 
| the throne was not determined, till the 
1 richeſt and beſt town in the dominions of 
4 | i eg was well nigh ruined. 5 
I] be confederates do not object to the 
legality of theſe. elections. Vet what a 
difference between theſe, confirmed at the 
| 3 expence of ſo much Poliſh blood; and 
3 chat of the reigning king, to whom no op- 
E | Oven: was named ; and which did not coft 


I, 


and; the _ promiſes his ae in ee to ** 
elector, in caſe of a vacancy to the throne. 
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the life, nor a drop of blood of a ſingle 1 
citizen? binodt tTo019 214 38d} bag: 
It is: objected, that the province ;of 
Pruſſia, not having been able to elect its 
nuatios; proteſted. 2 e von. 
Vocation. kib 191b; 993-4. D93l 
Jam as much arent in ien 5 
leges of this province as any man; yet 1 
know very well, that it has often neg- 
lected to ſend nuntios to the diets of con- 
vocation *. More than one example occur, 
of kings being elected without the con- 
currence either of Pruſſia, or even l 
Lithuania >... 

It 18 objected, _ a 8 . 1 
ing againſt the diet of convocation, mh 3 
attacked ſword in hand. But is this any 
thing ſtrange ? How often have the diets 3 
been ſcenes of contradiction, and tumultt. 
and carnage ?, And what were the effects ©. | 
of this attack ? not a hair of the man 8 


ny” 


* See Lengnichii Juſ. Pub. Pol. J. ii. c. ili. ſect. 1 
XxXxIv. | | «<5 mn 
+ See Ib. I. ii. c. iv, ſect, xii, 0 
4 i head 
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head was hurt, They would inet fure 
pretend that this proteſt ſhould hade hrt 
ken up the diet l Onee, and but onee, in 
the year 1696, a funtio àttempted ts 
break up a diet ef eomvotati6n's He pro 
teſted; the diet diſregarded him, afid con 
tinued their deliberations; the man After- 
wards got his price, and was quiet . 

They object, that the marſhal,” Gr 
ſpeaker of the diet of election, quitted the 
chamber, and thereby difſolved the diet. 
They ſhould have remembered, that the 
ſame thing, or rather worſe, happenei 
at the election of Auguſtus III. The 
marſhal was not only not preſent at the 
pretended diet which elected Auguſtus, 
but had openly joined the adverſe party. 
The ſame thing happened at the election 
of Stephen of Bathory. There were toes 
marſhals * at the election of Steile 
III . „ 11811 15 A3 631, 1 3 


* See Lengnichii Juſ. Pub. Pol. I. ii. c. iii, ſect. 
xxvi. 


+ See Ib. I. ii. c. iv. ſect. xvi, 
It 
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It is objected, that the diet of election 
was opened amidſt the tumult of arms; 
and the place of election ſurrounded by 
Ruſſian troops, and the ſoldiery of Po- 
niatowſki and his adherenett. 
To hear the reaſonings of theſe men, 
would you not think, ſir, that the ar- 
mies of Ruſſia were numberleſs? and 
that all had entered into Poland? In the 
whole kingdom there were not five thou- 
fand men: I ſpeak this on my on cer- 
tain knowledge. Would you not think, 
ſir, that the elections of the kings of Po- 
land had always been conducted with the 
greateſt order, tranquility, and peace? 
Tou ſhall hear what their own writers 
fay on the ſubject. It hardly ever 
* happens (ſays the beſt informed of 
* them) that an election paſſes without 
tumult, and wounds, and bloodſhed, 
« At the election of Sigiſmund III. much 
« blood was ſpilt; armies were drawn 
up, and the booths erected for the 
40 ſenators burnt to the ground. At the 
| « election 
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election of Michael many vollies of - 
« fire-arms!| were diſcharged $5 the balls 
flew about the tents; the ſenators and 
6) nuntios endeavouring to; ſave thenk- 
4 ſelves by flight, were met by the ſol- 
„ diery, who, levelling their pieces, forced 
them to return. TwWo were killed with- 
„in the very ditch which, ſurrounds the 
ce tents, one wounded, and a great num- 
“ ber killed in the field. At the election 
of Auguſtus II. ſwords were drawn in 
« the aſſembly of the nuntios; ſome were 
killed at the very feet of the marſhal; 
and the marſhal. en n e 
s with, life , „ee e % Ng 
I have already told you what 5 at 
a election of Auguſtus IM + val 
{1 Now. it is allowed, that not a life was 
* loft; not a drop of blood was ſpilt at the 
2 election of the reigning king. What 
ttztlen are we to think of theſe objec- 
= tions? and yet theſe, are all which the 


* * See Lengnichii Juſ. Pub, Pol. 1, ii. c. iv. bes. 
xix. 
con- 
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confederates, exaſperated at repeated loſſes, 
during the ſpace of ſeven years haye been 


able to rake, together. If this election 


was: not free and legal, we may boldly 


fay, upon the teſtimony of their .own 


Writers, that no one ever was. 
Should you have been miſled by the 


Fwollen ſtyle and emphatic phraſes. of the 
manifeſtos of the Confederates, I would 


have you read thoſe publiſhed on both 


ſides at the double election of Leſzczynſki 


and Auguſtus III“. And when you have 


read them, be pleaſed farther to remem- 
ber, that the very men, who three years 
after the election of the reigning king, 
firſt called its legality in queſtion, had not 


only acknowledged his title, but had even 
accepted charges, and received fiefs from 
him. 38 Jr bo 
The next good conſequence of the 
friendly offices of Ruſſia, was the refor- 
mation of many abuſes, and the eſta» 
' * See Rouſſet Recueil kiftorique, tome K. 


bliſhment 


db, 


"2 


and the treaſury ; 
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ig ment at many uſeful and ful Dun 


gase e If 926q} Sd ai —_ 


Without carrying ybu, int rug 


long enumeration of tlie pee laws 


paſſed" at the diets of convocation, elec- 
tion, and coronation, T ſhall confine 1 my- 


ſelf to the great and important” changes 


made, by one or other of theſe diets, in 
the adminiſtration of the police, the army, 
content with hinting 
at one or two other regulations of Set 
ne 75 L290 

From thence you will be enabled to 
judge of the then apparent diſpoſition of 
the empreſs towards the republic; and 
will know what to think of that torrent 
of obloquy, which. the confederates have 


_ poured upon the reigning king. 


In the diſtricts within a certain diſ- 
tance oſ the royal reſidence, the police 
had formerly been adminiſtered, by the 
ſole authority of an officer, called Great 
Marſhal. The nomination of this officer 
was veſted in the king: but in a govern- 
ment 
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ment where the power of the king is ſo 
limited; where almoſt every citizen muſt 
be bribed (as Sir Robert Walpole falſely: 
ſaic of the Engliſh) even to do his duty; 
the king was often” obliged to conform 
himſelf to the will of a prevailing faction. 
Hence, men were called to this office, who, 
uninſtructed in the great principles of 
juſtice, ignorant not only of the ſpirit, 
but even of the letter of their laws, de- 
cided on the properties and lives, the ho- 
nours and liberties of their fellow-eitizens, 
as caprice, or paſſion, or intereſt guided 

them. And, to complete the misfortune, 
if the king had been forced to confer ſo 
important a charge on à young and un- 
tutored, an ignorant or capricious man, 
there remained no hope of relief; though 
the king named him, he could not diſ- 
place him: that could be done only by 
the act of a free, and unanimous diet; 
and therefore never could be done at all. 

Jo correct the frequent abuſes. of fo 
arbitrary and ill-formed a tribunal, was 

one 
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one of the firſt attempts of the preſent 
reign: Inſtead of leaving the marſhal ſole 
arbiter: of the lives and properties of his 

fellow- citizens, a bench of; judges Was 

formed; of which the marſhal to be pre- 
ident, with a right of giving the caſting 
vote, in caſe of an equality; the aſſiſtant 
judges to be named by the diet; to be 
taken out of men who had gone through 
a courſe of law; and to continue in office 
for two years, that is, from one diet to 
another. 

This, though far from being a ſb 
inſtitution, was perhaps the moſt perfect, 
the temper of the times would bear. Many 
uſeful regulations were made in the other 
courts of juſtice. 

The adminiſtration 'of the 1 ro- 
venues was likewiſe * * another 
tooting. 

The Poles had OW: eſtabliſhed an ol 
garchical tyranny, on the ruins of the re- 
gal eee Hence, under pretence of 
GW OE i —_— 
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forming intermediate powers between the 
majeſty of the throne, and the liberty of 
the people, the different branches of the 
executive power had been thrown into the 
hands of a few great officers, who, having 
no legal check, made ſuch uſe of the au- 
thority delegated to them, as beſt ſerved 
their own private advantage; and had ſel- 
dom any thing in view, but to humble the 
king, and aggrandize themſelves, 

Thus the public treaſure had been at 
the ſole diſpoſal of the lord-high-trea- 
furer. He indeed was named by the 
king, but not liable to be diſplaced by 
him, even in caſe of mal-adminiſtration. 
His accompts were to be given to the 
diet; but it was eaſy for a treaſurer, 
who had embezzled the public money, 
to evade giving them : either they were 
brought in too late to be examined; for 
the ſeſſions of each diet are limited to 
ſix weeks; or, during the courſe of the 


examination, ſome venal nuntio was hired 
| 1 — (and 
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—(and enough were to be found) who 
pronounced the fatal Vs ro; and the diet 
was diſſol ve. * 

You will eaſily gueſs the 1 
ſo far from having any reſource, in caſe of 
unexpected events, the common, and or- 
dinary expences of government were 
ſcarce ever provided for: the treaſurers, 
their families, and friends, hoarded or diſ- 
ſipated immenſe ſums ; but the ſtate mA 
ever poor, and in debt. 

Io remedy this evil, in the year 1764. 
a commiſſion of treaſury was formed, to 
conſiſt of the lord-high- treaſurer and bis | 
deputy, four ſenators, and twelve of the | 
equeſtrian order; the two firſt to be al- | 
ways ex officio preſident, and vice-pre- 
ſident; the others to be choſen by the 
diet; to remain only two years in office, 
unleſs re- elected, or unleſs the holding 
of the diet were prevented; thoſe of the 
equeſtrian order not to be members of the 
diet, ſo long as in office. The examina- 


tion of their accompts to be always the 
= firſt 
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kirtt object ar ti füsse zäfüg diet J. Alt 
that di Me -not liable to be Saad? lip; by 
the exercile of the" Uberum EO eee 
"accoinpts were ſettle t. 
You Will be pred, pelfngs When 
I tell. you, that the enemies of the king 
object to chis inſtitution, as increaſing"the 
power of the crown. T profeſs, I ſee not 
how. I ſee thoſe who adminiſter the pub- 
lic monies obliged to apply them to the 
purpoſes for which they are raiſed; and tb 
give probfs that they do ſo; not to the 
King, but to all the orders of the ſtate? 1 
Tee force and activity given to the laws, 
but nothing added to the power of the 
crown. The king has indeed the riglit of 
filling up the vacancies, which may hap- 
pen by death, or otherwiſe, during the 
interval of the two diets: but 14s it) nòt 
full as natural; is it not full as donſonant 
to the ſpirit of their eonſtitutibn, that the 
king ſhould name a commiffioner for u 
year, or half a year g av it wag hefore,; that 
| he Parents name, for FIR 'a-lord-high+trea- 


Le | ſurer, 


PRESENT; STATE or Pon. 35 


Turer, who had the ungontrolled. diſpoſi- 
tion of the whole revenue ? This commiſ- 
ſion was, eftabliſhed/pnly; two years before 
the troubles broke out; and, et, at that 
early period, not only the debts of the 
Nate were paid, but ſomething was before- 
hand in the public coffers, t one un 
foreſeen exigencie. 5 
The army had hitherto, pare: phate: 
in the ſame abſurd manner as the treaſure 
had been adminiſtered; and the conle- 
quences had been the ſame. The regi- 
ments (few as they were) were deficient 
in their compliment of men; and the few 
ſoldiers they had were ill paid, ill cloathed, 
and worſe nne ani d ans 
The fame: reform was 3 2 a 
cbommiſſion of war wag eſtabliſhed on the 
| _— footing as the commiſſion of trea- 
The power of the great generals 
. curtailed: the commiſſioners were 
forced to apply the money, iſſued: for the 
levy and ſupport of the troops, to that ob- 
Lanai ; and to ſee that the colonels did 
1152 | D 2 really 


* 
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really doth, pay, and gr RAN . Full 
complement of men. 
The 'command of the armyy if | called 
out into the field, to be ſtill appropriated 
to the great general, unleſs the og took 
the field in perſon. % g! 
The four regiments of guards 00 
be at all times under the nme com- 
mand of the king. Ri 
And in this ſurely there is nochlag con- 
trary to the ſpirit of a free government. 
The number of troops to be raiſed: tlie 
pay to be aſſigned them: the power of 
diſbanding them, are, and ought to be, at 
the diſpoſition of the legiſlative power. 
But the command of theſe troops, when 
raiſed, is the natural function of the chief 


: Fit i 
4 


| executive power * 


1 
11 
* 4 


* The kings of the houſe of Saxony had a ent 
permanent ſores in their electoral troops: it might 
therefore be thought a matter of prudence to: with= 
hold from them the command of the troops; but 
this reaſon teaſed on a native 8 election to the 
throne. — 8 : | 

* 
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Anotherlaw paſt under, the preſent king 
does honour to his government; that, Lmean, 
ſir, which ſecures the life of the peaſant; and 
which, if it does not advance him to the rank 
of a citizen, reſtores to him, at leaſt, the 
rights of a man. Hitherto the life of a 
peaſant had been thought of ſo little con- 
ſequence, that, according to the old feu- 
dal ſyſtem, it was compounded for by a 
ſum; and that a trifling ſum of money. 

Under the preſent king this ſhocking 
law has been aboliſhed; and this uſeful 
body of men are reinſtated in the rights 
of nature: their lives are declared as ſa- 
cred as the lives of the nobles. As they 
are ſtill, however, vaſſals attached to the 
glebe, they are ſtill ſubject, in all but ca- 
pital caſes, to the domeſtic juriſdiction of 
their chief. It was not caſy, perhaps not 
poſſible, to aboliſh this power of the chief 
at once; but the methods of proceeding 
are regulated; and, in many caſes, the 
right of appeal to the courts of public 


Juſtice is granted to the vaſſal. Theſe 
D 3 were 
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wete proper ſteps, and 'cakkulated to pre- 


pare the way for the entire 'enftanchiſeL 


ment of them. It was all, „perhaps, that 
ought to have been done at nc. 


Before men can afpire to the rank of 


citizens, my muſt] earn to Tel that they 
R 145118 ald: 
The education of the gentry was an- 


other object, which engaged the attention 


of the reigning king. Ever ſince the elec= 
tion of Henry of Valois, the eſtabliſhment 


of a corps of cadets had been one article 


of the Pata Conventa. Not one, how- 
ever, of all the preceding kings, had car- 
ried this promiſe into execution. The 


prieſts had aſſumed the excluſive right of 


education. And yet, in Catholic coun- 


tries, they are, of all men, the moſt unfit 


for it. Is it likely that men, who by their 
vows and profeſſions are neither huſbands, 
nor fathers, nor citizens 3 WhO acknow- 


ledge a connection more intimate with, 


and a ſubordination more abſolute to à fo- 
reign power, than to their natural fove- 
reigns ; 
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reigns.;; is it likely, I ſay, that ſuch men. 
ſhould inſpire thoſe principles. which are 
huſband, a tender father, or an honeſt ci- 
tizen ? The reigning king was ſcarcely 
ſeated on the throne, when he fulfilled 
this article of his Pacta Conventa: he 
eſtabliſhed. a corps of cadets; he main- 
tained it a whole year at his own private 
expence, till proviſion could be made for 
it by the ſtate: and fo active was the zeal; 
and ſo well directed the endeavours he 
uſed to put this corps on a good footing; 
and ſuch was the ſucceſs. of thoſe: endea- 
vours, that notwithſtanding the many 
changes occaſioned by the ſucceeding trou- 
bles, and the conſequent diminution of 
the ſums appropriated to its ſupport, yet 
the corps of cadets at Warſaw is, in many 
reſpects, ſuperior to thoſe which had been 
eſtabliſhed at / Berlin and in Auſtria, e 
before this was thought of. he 
t The dietines, or rr honor 1 the 
nuntios were elected, had hitherto been 
engen D 4 | ſcenes 


% 


corn in Poland, that kingdom ſuffered ſe- 
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ſcenes of confuſion and tumult. And as 
every nuntio was to be elected by the una- 
nimous voice of all his conſtituents, it 


often happened, that many provinces had 


no repreſentatives at the diet: you: will 


rather wonder, that any province could 


ever chuſe one. Here too the paternal 
care of the king was viſible. It was no 
longer left to the caprice of a ſingle ci- 
tizen to deprive his province of à repre- 


ſentative; but a law was paſt, that 48 


nuntios ſhould, for the future, be elected 


by the plurality of ſuffrages, 


The laſt operation I ſhall mention, is 


the reform made in the money. The king 
of Pruſſia had, during the laſt war, over- 


run all Germany and Poland with falſe 


and adulterate coin: inſtead of calling it 
in, at the end of the war, he cried it 
down, and declared it no longer current 


in his own dominions. As he had bought 
up, during the war, many cattle and much 


verely by this unuſual proceeding./'' All 
Bn the 


"IIA 
IVY 
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the good ſilver had inſenſibly diſappeared; 
The proportion between the maſs" of fila 
ver and gold was deſtroyec. 


iin 


The king of Poland called in the old 


ſilver, at an expence of near 100, 00 l. 
ſterling from his own private purſe. A 
new coinage was ordered; and meaſures 
were judiciouſly taken, that this opera- 


tion ſhould favour the creditor rather than 


the debtor.— ſay, judiciouſſy; for tho? 
it is a common, yet it is a falſe opinion, 
that in all operations which government 
makes on the reſpective value of money, 
the debtor ſhould be favoured in prefe- 
rence to the creditor. If you ſhould not 
chuſe to take my word for this aſſertion, 
I can call in greater authority to my aid. 
© Whoever lends his money (ſays a fa- 
« yourite author of yours *) produces a eir- 
e eulation of money: by communicating 
„his wealth, he not only furniſhes the 
„means of living to the borrower, but 
« puts him in a way of communicating 


the ſame means to others, by manufuc- 


* Sce Principes de tout gouvernement, 
| 6 e tures, 
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< tures, commerce, &c. In every light. 
therefore, he is uſeful to the Rate. 
There is no occaſion to invite men to 
& borrow, but you cannot give too great 
te encouragement to lend. Whenever the 
operations of government have been in 
t favor of the debtor, and to the preju- 
« dice of the ereditor, the conſequence 
« has been a total ſtagnation of the ſpecie + 
« all pho have been ſhut up dt 
# the poor.“ 

What excited, perhaps, ane n 
Tar this operation at Warſaw, was. a 
flavidh ., admiration of | anvzient. cuſtoms. 
Rome had more than once aboliſhed, all 
debts. But at Rome, when theſe opera- 
tions took place, the terms of rich and 
creditor, of poor and debtor, were almoſt 
fynonimous, It was quite otherwiſe at War- 
ſaw, as it is in moſt countries in Europe. 
- Theſe, my dear ſir, are only the out- 
[lines of a ſmall part of the plan, which 


the preſent king of Poland ſeemed; to have 


formed. And I will venture to appeal to 
the moſt zealous partizan of the houſe of 
Saxony, 
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Saxony; whether he did not de more for 
the good of Poland, during theſe two firſt 
years of his reign, than that houſe Rad 
ever done, — two nous gn 
of 'fixty-years'? © 0 Hi! 

The empreſs' of Ruſſia vn to herſelf 
4 part of the merit due to theſe uſeful 
and ſalutary eſtabliſhments. Far from diſ- 
puting her claim, let it be owned, that 
the republie of Poland had arrived at ſuch 
a pitch of political corruption, that it 
would have been difficult to have carried 
theſe ſalutary deſigns into execution, un- 
leſs the firſt magiſtrate of the republic, he 
in whoſe hands the chief executive power 
Vas, or ought to have been lodged, had 
been ſupported in an extraordinary man- 
ner, This is allowing a great deal ; more 
perhaps than is true: but ſtill let it be al- 
lowed ; let her majeſty boaſt that it was 
owing in great meaſure to her, that fo 
many abuſes were corrected, ſo many good 
eſtabliſhments made, ſuch promiſing ap- 
pearances of tranquility and Nee dne 
h produced. 
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But to what then, You will ifs it ox 
ing, that theſe promiſing appearances Alive 


vaniſhed ? that à king who" deſerved fo 


well of his people, has been ſo ill treated 


by them ? that the powers, who boaſt ſo 


much of their good-will towards Poland, 
do now conſpire its ruin? that the em- 
preſs of Ruſſia joins in this unjuſt conſpi- 
racy againſt the very king and nation, for 
whom ſhe appeared to intereſt herſelf ſo 


warmly at firſt ? 


In my next Letter, my dear Gr; T will 


anſwer theſe queſtions ; and if our new 
tyrant does not lay an embargo on our 
poſts, as he has done on our ſhips, you 
will not wait long for my Letter. You 
will there ſee, ſir, to what exceſſes ſuperſti- 
tion and fanaticiſm may be hurried, when 
worked upon by art and knavery: of what 
outrages the ſpirit of party is capable, 
when maſked beneath the cloak of patri- 
otiſm: to what low and mean artifices the 
pride of kings can ſometimes deſcend; of 
what villanies a royal philoſopher; of 


what 
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what NOTE an apoſtolic queen can be 
guilty. 


„ 
p HIER 


you are born a an 1 Englichman, od far re- 
moved from the neighbourhood of the 
philoſopher ſans ſouci. He has often been 
heard to exclaim, when the petitions and 
remonſtrances preſented to the throne by 
your towns and counties have been talked' 
of at his table: —“ Ah, why am not I 
« their king? with an hundred thouſand 
« of my troops round the throne, and a 
« ſcore or two of executioners in my train, 
« I ſhould ſoon make them as dutiful as 
5 they are brave; and myſelf the firſt 
oy monarch of the univerſe.” —T fancy, 
fir, you hardly wiſh that he ſhould try 
the experiment : and yet, perhaps, it 
might be for the good of mankind ; for 
you would teach him, what he has moſt 


thoroughly forgot, that kings were made 
for the people, not the people for kings. 


1 am, hrs. 
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' Dantzig, OR. 1ſt, 1773. 
MY DEAR $IR! 
HAT I hinted at the end of 
my laſt Letter is really come to 
paſs : the king of Pruſſia has, 
in effect, laid an embargo on our poſts. 
He has erected a new office at Stoltzem- 
berg, by which he has not only ruined 
that eſtabliſhed at Dantzig by the king of 


Poland, and ſo once more increaſed his 
E | own 
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own revenues, at the expente of that un- 
fortunate prince, but has all the corre- 
ſpondence of Dantzig at his mercy. You, 
who know the character of the king of 
Pruſſia, will hardly ſuppoſe he will be very 
ſcrupulous on this occaſion : his clerks 
will certainly have orders to open all the 
letters coming to, or from Dantzig ; the 
ſecrets of every compting-houſe and fa- 
mily will be in his power; nor ſhould I 
have ventured to have written to you 
again, had I not found an opportunity of 
ſending this as far as Bruſſels by a private 
hand. How long even this reſource will 
be left us is uncertain : it is rumoured, 
that an order is ſoon. to be iſſued, forbid- 
ding every inhabitant to quit the town 
without an expreſs permiſſion from this 
worthy prince; who inſults us at the ſame 
time, by declaring, in the face of all Eu- 
rope, that we ſtill are free. Led 

In the mean time, Sir, his emiſſaries 
are diſperſed about the town, with orders 


to infinuate to the magiſtrates, that it is 
in 
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in vain they flatter themſelves with hopes 
of ſuccour and protection from other 
courts, who have neither the power, nor 
inclination to afford it: that it is high 
time to conſult the real intereſts of the 
town: —that, if they immediately and vo- 
luntarily ſurrender, his Pruſſian majeſty is 
ready to grant them an honourable an! 
advantageous capitulation: — that, if they 
hold out under the deluſive. hope of fo- 
reign aſſiſtance, time will convince them, 
how little they have to rely on the inter- 
poſition of impotent, or indolent guaran- 
tees: — that they will then ſeek his pro- 
tection; but, as it will be through neceſ- 
ſity, not choice, they can hope to be re- 
ceived only at diſcretion: they add - you 
ſcarce will think it; but they add that 
his Pruſſian majeſty is too religious an ob- 
ſerver of his engagements to make uſe of 
open violence: that the ſurrender muſt 
be the free act of the town :—and then, to 
complete the infult, own, with an air of 
contemptuous pity, that, it is true, his 

E 2 new 
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new den give him fo many means 


of vexing and oppreſſing the town, that 
it will, in the event, be juſt the ſame 9, | if 


he took it by ſtorm. 
The town of Thorn is, if . in 


a worſe ſituation than that of Dantzig : 


that town too is free, if the king of Pruſ- 


ſia is to be credited; and, as luxury is the 
bane of freedom, his majeſty is graciouſly 


pleaſed to take a moſt effectual method of 
putting a ſtop to this vice: he does not 
_ oblige the town to enact ſumptuary laws, 
or take any-means deviſed by ancient le- 


giſlators: he does every thing in. a ſum- 

mary way: he ſtops all the proviſions : : 
not a peck of corn, not a handful of ap- 
ples, not a bunch of greens can find its 
way into the town, till it has paid a new 
gabelle. TM : 

In the courſe of this Letter, Sir, I ſhall 
have a long catalogue of injuries to make; 
let me not anticipate my ſubject, but re- 
turn to the narrative I began. 


You 
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You have een by my firſt letter the 
empreſs of Ruſſia's conduct during the laſt 
Interregnum in Poland; and you will al- 
low, that, if any reliance were to be had 
on the faith of princes, the Republic 
could not but look on her majeſty” as a 
friendly, and difinterefted ally. You have 
ſeen, that the election of the reigning 
king was the freeſt, and moſt legal that 
the annals of Poland have recorded : — 
that the firſt operations of his govern- 5 
ment viſibly tended to the good and 
happineſs of his people: —and you will, 
no doubt, have been forcibly ſtruck with 
a circumſtance to which his enemies are, 
or pretend to be blind; I mean, that of 
all the changes effected in the adminiſtra- 
tion of government, no one had the leaſt ten- 
dency to increaſe the power of the crown; 
but that all were conſined to giving a 
real force and activity to the laws, by 
reſtraining the exceſſive power of an over- 
grown oligarchical tyranny, unknown to 


the conſtitution, and fatal to the people. 
F I awelt 
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I dwelt the longer, and with more 
pleaſure on this laſt article, not only as 
it gave me an opportunity of vindica- 


ting a great and amiable character, from 


the aſperſions thrown upon it by igno- 
rance and party rage ; but as I ſhall have 
more than one occaſion of referring to 
theſe circumſtances, in explaining to ou 
the riſe of the ſucceeding troubles, For 
you will eaſily conceive, that, in a go- 
vernment ſo perverted as that of Poland, 
every attempt to eſtabliſh order and re- 
gularity muſt occaſion murmurs and dis- 
content : that the greater the abuſes had 
been, the greater muſt be the power, and 
the more numerous the dependents; of 
thoſe, who would conſider themſelves as 
ſufferers : that an artful, and ill-diſpoſed 
neighbour would find it no difficult taſk 
to inflame, and turn theſe diſpoſitions 
to his own adyantage. And this is pre- 
ciſely what ſome of the neighbours have 
done. © FOR 
The empreſs of Ruſſia indeed aſſerts, 
that the courts of Vienna and Berlin did 

either 
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either tacitly or openly, ſecond her, good 
intentions towards Poland. DES 

But, with all the. deference, due to a 
crowned head, 1 will affirm with bold- 
nels, becauſe I affirm with truth, that | in 
this aſſertion, either the empreſs is her- 
ſelf deceived, or ſhe wiſhes to deceive 
others, | 

Let us begin, if you «pleas, fir, by ex- 
amining the conduct of the houſe of Au- 
ſtria, from the vacancy of the throne of 
Poland, till the publication of the Ma- 
nifeſto I ſent you in my laſt; in which 
the pride of Auſtria is reduced fo low, as 
to aſſume the character of a ſecond-rate 
actor, ſubſervient only to the deſigns of 
Peterſburgh and Berlin. 

You know very well, fir, that the elee- 
torate of Saxony was ſacrificed, during 
the laſt: war, to the views of Auſtria : that 
the union between the two houſes has 
been ſtrengthened, and cemented by dif- 
ferent alliances, It was not therefore 


probable, nor would it have been thought 
FI! 8—dd 
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natural, that Auſtria ſhould join cordially 
in meaſures, / which tended to exclude 
the houſe of Saxony from the throne of 
Poland: and it is probable, that greater 
efforts would have been made in its fa- 
vour, both by Auſtria and France, had 
not the death of Frederic, ſon and ſuc- 
ceſſor to Auguſtus III. which happened a 
few. weeks after that of his father, diſ- 
concerted their ſcheme of again uniting 
the kingdom and electorate in the ſame 
_ : 

The ſon of this orte elector was 
a minor; and, therefore, by the laws of 
Poland, not eligible to the throne. A 
ſcheme was rather thought of, than 
formed, of electing Branicki, great gene- 
ral of the kingdom; but his advanced 
age was, by the laws, as poſitive a diſ- 
qualification as the minority of the elec- 
tor, in whoſe favour this ſcheme had been 
invented. h 

The court of Vienna, 3 he's this 
event, deteated in her wiſh of placing a 
prince 
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prince of Saxony on the): throne; deter- 
mined. not to give precipitately the ſane- 
tion of her conſent to the excluſion of: 
this houſe. Her miniſter Was ordered to 
withdraw before the electio . 
Thus far, at leaſt, the boaſted neutra- 
lity of the court of Vienna did not ſeem 
to ſpeak any concurrence with the em 
preſs of Ruſſia, or any deſign of contri- 
buting to the ſucceſs of her views, how- 
ever praiſeworthy they might be. 

In fact, ſir, the empreſs of Ruſſia had 
ſhewn no complaiſance to the allies of 
Auſtria. © Juſt before the death of Au- 
guſtus III. ſhe had given the houſe of 
Saxony another very ſenſible blow. Pe. 
ter III. during his ſhort reign, had recalled 
Biron from exile. Catherine went farther; 
the determined to reinſtate him in the 
duchies of Courland and Semigallia; of 
which, on a ſuppoſition that the baniſh- 
ment of Biron and his family was per- 
petual, and they, by conſequence, civilly 
dud, — ſon of Auguſtus, had been 


declared 
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declared duke. The empreſs had every 
appearance oſ juſtice on her ſide: Biron 
had done nothing to forfeit his duchy. 
Her conduct beſides in this was uniform. 
The depoſition of Charles was the un- 
avoidable conſequence of the reſolution 
taken to exclude the bouſe of Saxony 
from the throne of Poland. Nothing 
could have been expected, but continual 
cabals in favour of that houſe, had Charles 


remained in poſſeſſion of a duchy ſo inti- 


mately connected with Poland. But 
however neceſſary this might be to the 
plan of Ruſſia, it was certainly an addi- 
tional reaſon, why the court of Vienna 
ſhould not heartily concur in that plan. 
Other reaſons co- operated in prevent- 
ing the court of Vienna from entering 
heartily into any deſign formed by that of 
Peterſburgh. 

All Europe knows what an 8 
advantage the king of Pruſſia took of the 
weakneſs and troubles, into which the 


houſe of Auſtria had been thrown at the 
death 


\ 
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death of Charles VI. how deeply the em- 
preſs was affected by the loſs of, | Sileſia 
and Glatz: with what unwillingneſs ſhe 
conſented: to give up theſe, provinces, . ſo 
unjuſtly and ungenerouſly torn from hers 
with what unabated zeal ſhe endeavoured 
to put herſelf in a ſituation of regaining 
them, and revenging the inſolence, of the 
ungenerous conqueror: that, ſhe had ſa- 
crificed every other conſider ation to this 
darling wiſh-: that to accompliſh it ſhe 
had, even at the riſk of loſing her own 
independence, called the Ruſſian troops in- 
to Germany. Her wiſhes were on the 
point of being accompliſhed; the dami- 
nions of Pruſſia were at the mercy of his 
enemy; his forces were worn away; his 
reſources dried up; the only hope, which 
ſeemed to remain, was to die in the field 
of battle. At this critical moment, when 
the vengeance of the empreſs was on the 
point of glutting itſelf with a view of a 
deteſted enemy fallen at her feet; and not 
only reſtoring what he had unjuſtly robbed 
her 
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her of, but paying the price of bie in- 

| juſtice by his own utter annihilation, Ruſ- 
ſia forſook her ally ; daſhed the hopes of 
Auſtria and once more put the king of 
Pruſſia in a ſituation of maintaining what 
he had formerly uſurped. | 

The wound was too deep and freſh to 
have been healed ſo ſoon; and the em- 
preſs queen muſt have been fuperior to 
every feeling of human nature, could ſhe. 
ſo ſoon have entered into an open and 
cordial friendſhip with Ruſſia. 

The fact was far otherwiſe : female 
jealouſy heightened the averſion between 
the two empreſſes; Thereſa felt all the 
rage of deſpair, at ſeeing her own reputa- 
tion eclipſed by the ſuperior ſplendor of 
Catherine, 

Whatever therefore the empreſs of 
Ruſſia may think proper to tell us now, 
ſhe, as well as the reſt of Europe, did 
then think the neutrality of Auſtria pro- 
ceeded from an impotence of oppoſing, 


not from a deſire of ſecuring ſucceſs to 
the 


HT 
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the views of Ruſſia. * N mortal cold 
then have foreſeen, that, a a few years AT- 
terwards, the empreſs would foletrinly, 
and in the face of all Europe, declare Her- 
ſelf the humble tool of Ruſſia, and the 
dupe of Pruſſia. | e 
Had the empreſs queen, ſir, been re- 
ally great enough to have ſacrificed her 
perſonal animoſities and reſentments to 
the good of Europe; or had ſhe really un- 
derſtood her own intereſts, ſhe would'cer- 
tainly have joined with Ruſſia in the mea- 
' ſures that court ſeemed willing to adopt, 
after the election of the king of Poland; 


ſhe would not have contented herſelf with 


coldly acknowledging the legality of the 
king's election: ſhe would have main- 
tained an open and friendly correſpon- 
dence with the court of Warſaw : ſhe 
would have ſent a miniſter to reſide there; 
: and demanded one from thence. ' If the 
court of Ruſſia had been ſincere in its pro- 
feſſions of correcting the abuſes of the 
Poliſh | government, and eftablithing 'the 
liberty 
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liberty of that people on a firm and ſolld 
foundation, ſhe would have had the glory 
of co-operating in a good and great deſign! 
If that court had made uſe of theſe pre- 
tences, only to embroil, in order after= 
wards to enflave the Poles, ſhe would have 
foreed it to abandon ſuch iniquitous 
views z and really and truly to fulfil its 
engagements: And in either caſe the 
would have acquired a blirrier againſt the 
enterprizes to be feared from the in- 
creaſing power of Ruſſia, checked the reſt- 
leſs ambition of Pruſſia, and prevented him 
from embroiling the affairs of Poland, in 
order to increaſe afterwards his own power, 
nt the expence of that unhappy kingdom, 
and to the immediate detriment, and evi- 
dent danger of all his neighbours ; advan- 
tages of infinitely more conſequence to 
her, than the territories ſhe has now ſo 
meanly uſurped; which, however exten- 
five or fertile, are till of trifling impor= 
tance, if compared with the uſurpations 
of the king of Pruflia ; and have therefore 
ſt 5 leſſened, 
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leſſened, inſtead of increaſing, her relative 
force. And the force of all ſtates is rela- 
tive. 

The conduct of Auſtria v was not direQt= 
ed by views ſo great, 

The election of the king was indeed ae- 
knowledged z but every thing ſhewed a 
coldneſs and diſaffection to the courts of 
Peterſburgh and Warſaw, And no ſooner 
had the malcontents taken up arms, than 
their chiefs were permitted to tix their 
head-quarters in Hungary : there all their 
councils were held, and the plans of dit- 
treſſing the king and his government 
formed, The monies furniſhed to them 
by the court of Saxony were remitted by 
bankers of Vienna; they were received 
with apparent marks of good-will at the 
court. The infamous manifeſto of Pac, 
which declared the throne vacant, the 
king an uſurper and intruder ; which ex- 
cited all his ſubjects to take away his life 
by any means, was printed in the em- 
preſs's dominions, in the beginning of 

8 Auguſt, 
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Auguſt, 1770; and from thence was 
diſtributed all over Europe; the' author, 
mean while, appearing publicly at Vienna, 
Nor did the empreſs change her conduct 
towards the malcontents, till that hor- 
rid attempt on the life of the king of 
Poland, which did not happen till the 
month of November, 1771. Then in- 
deed ſhe felt that it was the intereſt of 
every ſovereign to expreſs an abhorrence 
and deteſtation of an attempt, which might 
otherwiſe expoſe the lives of them all to 
the fury of miſguided fanaticiſm. 5 
Now, ſir, if this is to be called a neu- 
trality, yet I will venture to appeal to you, 
or to any man of common ſenſe, whether 
the courts of Peterſburgh and Warſaw ; 
or whether the malcontents in Poland 
could poſſibly conceive, that ſuch. a neu- 
trality proceeded from any other motive, 
than a tacit diſapprobation of the meaſures 

taken by Ruſſia? hs 
In the mean time the war broke out be- 
tween Rullia and the Porte ; one unhappy 
conſe- 
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conſequence of which was the plague 
appearing in Poland. Thie furniſhed 
Auſtria and Pruſſia with a pretext of ad- 
vancing their troops, in the year 1769, 
into Poland, in order to ſecure their own 
dominions from the contagion of that 
dreadful diſtemper, But even then, ſo 
far was the world from ſuppoſing any 
hearty © concurrence between the three 
courts, that the motion of the Auſtrian 
troops being viſibly regulated on that of 
the Pruſſian, ſerved only to confirm men 
in the belief, that the chief view of the 
former was to obſerve and check the lat- 
ter. And at firſt I believe this to have 
been the caſe. 
The foundation of the preſent agree- 
ment of the three courts was probably 
laid at the interview between the em- 
peror and the king of Pruffia at Neiſs, 
in that ſame year 1769. Their frequent 
conferences, the exceſſive admiration, 
which the emperor expreſſed for the 
kings gave reaſonable grounds of alarm, 
| F hut 
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But ftill the ſcheme, ſince adopted, and 
avowed, appeared ſo iniquitous, ſo con- 
trary, at the ſame time, to the real in- 
tereſts of Auſtria, that all ſuſpicions about 
it were, in general, rejected with indig- 
nation, | | 
_ Theſe ſuſpicions, however, were re- 
vived, and ſeemed juſtifiable the follow- 
ing year. The emperor and the king of 
Pruſſia had a ſecond interview at Neu- 


ſtadt: Kaunitz was there too. Henry 
prince of Pruſſia made, at the ſame time, 
a viſit to Peterſpurgh; then it was the 
houſe of Auſtria began to hint ſome- 


thing about pretenſions, which the States 
of Hungary formed upon Poland. 'Theſe, 
pretenſions, however, were trifling ; and. 
the court of Vienna declared, that ſhe. 
would wait patiently for the paciſication 
of Poland, when the would produce the 
reaſons, on which the States of Hungary 
founded their claims; which ſhould be 
examined and ſettled in an amicable man- 


ner; and that, in the mean time, ſhe 
_ | 9 
6 would 
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would protect the territories in queſtion 
from all inſults, on the part either of the 
Ruſſians or Confederates. 

The court of Warſaw, however, had 
taken the alarm: and, whether that of 
Vienna had not yet determined on her 
future conduct 3 or whether ſhe meant 
only to maſk her real deſigns a little 
while longer; the empreſs queen wrote 
a letter with her own hand to the king 
of Poland, in the month of January, 1771, 
in which ſhe gave. him the ſtrongeſt aſ- 
ſurances, that her friendſhip for him and 
the Republic was firm and unalterable : 
that the motion of her troops ought not 
to alarm him: that ſhe had never enter- 
tained a thought of ſeizing any part of 
his dominions ; nor would ever ſuffer any 
other power to do it“. 


* Kaunitz pretends, that the emperor returned 
from theſe interviews diſguſted with the king of 
Pruſſia. Vet after the firſt interview, he adopted 
his method of recruiting his troops; and after the 
ſecond, his manner of numbering the houſes and in- 
habitants, He farther pretends, that the court of 
| F 2 Vienna 
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To what are we to attribute this ſhuf= 
fling, evaſive conduct of Auſtria ? this 


Vienna knew nothing of the deſign of diſmembring 
Poland, till the return of prince Henry from Pe- 
terſburgh, when a copy of the treaty was ſent to 
Vienna, with an invitation to that court to ſign it, 
accompanied by a declaration, that her ſigning, or 
refuſing to ſign, would make no alteration in the 
plan of the two other courts: that the court of 
Vienna then applied to France for the auxiliary 
troops which ſhe was engaged to furniſh in caſe of 
Auſtria's being engaged in a war; but that France 
anſwered, thoſe ſuccours were to be given only in 
caſe of the hereditary dominions of Auſtria being 
attacked ; and that in ſuch caſe, France would either 
furniſh the ſtipulated number of troops, or their equi- 
valent in money: that Auſtria finding herſelf thus 
feebly ſupported by France, and unable to oppoſe 
alone two ſuch powers, reluctantly acceded to the 
treaty, 

Prince Kaunitz ſeems to, have forgotten that 
immediately after the review at Neuſtadt, the Auſ- 
trian troops not only took poſſeſſion of the territories 
of Poland, but planted the imperial eagles there: 
—that the chanceries of Hungary, and Bohemia, 
were at the ſame time ranſacked to find out ſome an- 
cient documents, in order to juſtify the claims of 
Auſtria: and that prince Henry did not return 
from Peterſburgh till ſome months after that, And 
it anne be very en indeed, if an aver- 

ſion 
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blindneſs to her own intereſts ? this breach 
of the moſt ſolemn engagements ? this 
forgetfulneſs of dignity, policy, and ho- 
nour? — Perhaps there is in every female 
breaſt ſome latent weakneſs, ſome in vin- 
cible tendency to deceit, which makes a 
woman incapable of ſuſtaining uniformly 
a great and noble part: perhaps the in- 
fatuation of the emperor, co-regent with 
his mother, . in favour of the king of 
Pruſſia, has not only blinded him, but 
influenced the councils of Vienna : per- 
haps the confined views, and narrow ca- 
pacity of the favourite miniſter have con- 
tracted the ſoul of a princeſs, who once 
ſupported a nobler character f. 


fion to the meaſures of Peterſburgh and Berlin 
ſhould have engaged the houſe of Auſtria to a& 
preciſely in the ſame manner as if ſhe had heartily 
concurred in them, | 15 
+ Prince Kaunitz has the reputation of a man of 
great talents : I own I cannot form a great idea of 
a miniſter, who can ſpend whole mornings at re- 
hearſals ; be gravely employed in ſettling diſputes 
between actors and actreſſes, dancers and fingers ; 
can deſcant whole hours on the cut of a coat, or 
* | the 


„„ TCC 
138 CEL OO = CE > od Me 
A Py 7 nn — — 5 — 
— — 1 , - un 
— —— I — 
——— 2 _—_ p 


70 LETTERS CONCERNING THE 


i | The conduct of the houſe of Auſtria, 
fl with reſpect to the war between Ruſſia 
and the Porte was ſtill equivocal and ſuſpi- 
cious; ſtill ſeemed to mark a diſaffection 
to Ruſſia. Every little check received by 
the Ruſſians was liſtened to at Vienna, 
and eſpecially by the court, and thoſe at- 
tached to it, with pleaſure and triumph: 
every victory obtained by them ſeemed to 
give alarm and diſcontent. Buſineſs called 
me to Vienna ſoon after the taking of 
Choczym ; and I ſpeak from my own ob- 
ſervations. 
Theſe, you will fay, fir, were at aſt 
but uncertain marks of diſaffection:.— 
be it ſo: but what will you ſay to the 
anecdote I am going to relate? I do not 
vouch it on my own authority; but I 
have it from a perſon of undoubted vera- 
city. --- He aſſures me, that he ſaw. a 
treaty entered into by the houſe of Auſ- 
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the faſhion of embroidery ; can be bruſhing his dia- 
monds, and cleaning his jewels, when men are talk- 
ing to him on the great concerns of a nation. 


tria 
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tria and the Porte, in the year 1771 by 
which Auſtria bound herſelf to declare 
war againſt Ruſſia, and not to make 
peace till ſne had given upon all her con- 
queſts made upon the Porte, and de- 
ſiſted from her enterprize in Poland: 
in conſideration whereof Auſtria was to 
receive during the firſt year 10, ooo 
purſes, about 720, ooo pounds ſterling; 
and the like ſum every year during the 
war, in caſe it was not finiſhed in the 
courſe of the firſt year. This annual ſub- 
ſidy to be paid by four equal inſtalments ; 
the firſt whereof to be paid as ſoon as the 
Auſtrian troops were put in motion : they 
were accordingly put in motion, and the 
firſt inftalment paid.---In the month of 
February following Auſtria changed her 
plan; and made the treaty of partition 
with the courts of Peterſburgh and Ber- 
lin.---If this be true (and I have it on 
authority, which to me is concluſfive)--- 
it muſt be owned, that the emperor has 
made a good progreſs in the ſchool of 
= -” Pruſſia; 
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Pruſſia; and the Turks muſt have a high 
opinion of the good faith of Chriſtians. 
For the honour of the Chriſtian name 
let us hope, that it is not true !— 

From this account, ſir, it is plain that 
the empreſs of Ruſſia does not adhere to 
truth, when ſhe ſays that the court of 
Vienna was deſirous of contributing to the 
ſucceſs of her views in Poland: ſince it is 
plain, that, ſo long as Ruſſia purſued her 
firſt apparent plan, the houſe of Auſtria 
gave viſible marks of diſapprobation: that 
the neutrality obſerved at the beginning 
had not the friendly air of an ally, but 
the dark, ſuſpicious look of a jealous ri- 
val: that not the ſhadow of a concurrence 
was to be ſeen, till Ruſſia had conſented 
to, —and ſtepped forth to take on herſelf 
the odium of—meaſures, contradictory to 
her firſt profeſſions, and repeated declara- 
tions; inconſiſtent with her own intereſts, 
and thoſe of Auſtria, and derogatory to 
the honour of one and the other: - mea- 
ſures, which ought to have united every 
| power 
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power in Chriſtendom _—_ _ and hey | 

alhe86} h to tet by 15 
Lou tt 3 a me, 1 W if 
the meaſures at firſt purſued by Ruſſia 
were good, and advantageous to Poland, 
the concurrence of Auſtria ought to have 
been a matter of indifference to the Poles, 
they ought to have joined heartily with 
Ruſſia.Moſt certainly they ought. But 
you muſt not forget the ſituation of the 
Poles; they were accuſtomed to a lawleſs 
anarchy; their government and education 
tended to inſpire only a ſpirit of unſocial 
ſelfiſhneſs: every one was (to uſe the 
words in the ſame ſenſe, your doctor 
Brown has done) * in ſe ipſo teres atque 
„ rotundas ;* it was not an eaſy matter to 
make them coaleſce; to make them unite ' 
in any public plan ; eſpecially ſo. long as 
they could flatter themſelves, that the 
jealouſy of the houſe of Auſtria would 
lead her to oppoſe, or - counteract | the 
deſigns of Ruſſia. One honeſt declara- 
tion. from the court of Vienna would 
have 
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have changed the face of things ; would 
have produced that union, which was 
neceſſary to procure order and ht Eg 
to Poland, 

But no ſuch declaration was ever made. 

Had the empreſs of Ruſſia fairly ſtated 
things, as they are, in her Manifeſto, ſhe 
would have ſaid ;—* I had the beſt and 
% moſt friendly views towards Poland: 
but the love of anarchy had taken ſuch 
&« deep root in the minds of the Poles, that 
« too many of them joined but coldly in 
&« the execution of theſe deſigns : the jea- 
% louſy of the court of Vienna, and the 
<« inſatiable ambition of the court of Ber- 
lin, eſtranged ftill more from me the 
minds of the Poles; excited a ſpirit of 
« faction and diſcontent; and deſtroyed 
<« the confidence I had laboured to acquire, 
* and had a right to expect. By the raſh 
“ credulity of the Boles, and by the vile 
e artifices of the others, I am now re- 
« duced to adopt meaſures, which my 
* heart diſapproves, and my honour con- 

| 0 demms; 
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« demns; and I ſhudder with horror, 
% when I foreſee that the hiſtorian will 
« deliver down my name to_ poſterity, 
« with the diſgrace of having betrayed 
&« and ruined a nation, whom I wiſhed, 
„and had ſolemnly engaged to protect, 
« and eſtabliſh in the full poſſeſſion of 
4 their rights, and liberties, and laws.“ 

That this would have been a fair ſtate 
of the empreſs of Ruſſia's ſentiments 1 
am thoroughly convinced. | 

The conduct of the Imperial court you 
have already ſeen. Let us now examine 
that of the court of Berlin. 

The king of Pruſſia did indeed ſeem 
to concur with the empreſs of Ruſſia, 
whilſt he was really counteracting and 
controuling her. And he has ſucceeded 
in making her, as well as Auſtria, the 
blind inſtruments of his own greatneſs. 

He had many and ſtrong reaſons for ex- 
cluding any prince of Germany, and eſ- 
pecially the houſe of Saxony, from the 
throne of Poland; though the laſt two 
Þ things, 
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things, which had ſate upon chat throne, 
had not had parts enough to derive any 
advantage, or conſequenee to themſelves 
from the acceſſion of ſuch a kingdom; yet, 
in former times, that houſe had been bleſt 
with great princes; and it was poſſible 
that it might be ſo again. A prince of 
genius might yet ariſe in it, or a miniſter 
might be found, who would not, like 
Brühl, place his ſupreme happineſs and 
grandeur in the elegance of his entertain- 
ments, the richneſs of his ſide-board, or 
the childiſh pride of having a ſuit of 
cloaths for every day in the year, and a 
ſnuff- box for every ſuit. And ſhould ſuch 
a prince or miniſter ariſe, the king of 
Pruſſia knew what he had to fear. He 
had felt too ſtrongly what Auguſtus III. 
might have done in the laſt war, (had he 
or his miniſter known how to govern) 
not to prevent being enen, to 1 _ 


FI: 


danger again. 
So far then as regards the excluſion of 


the houſe of Saxony, and the recommen- 


dation 
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dation of a native to the throne of Poland, 
the court of Berlin concurred moſt hear- 
tily and ſincerely with the empreſs of 
Ruſſia, But as there the idea of mutual 
intereſt ſtopt, there too his cordiality and 
ſincerity expired. | 

He ſaw with uneaſineſs every ſtep, 
which Poland made towards order and 
good government; but he was too good a 
politician to let that uneaſineſs appear too 
ſoon, He knew the empreſs of Ruſſia 
was ſincere and earneſt in her projects : 
he dared not openly oppoſe her at firſt: 
he had no other ally in the world; Au- 
ſtria hated him, France was jealous of 
him, he had ruined Saxony, his ingrati- 
tude had. alienated England, a rupture 
with Ruſſia would leave him a ſolitary 
friendleſs power; and would probably 
accelerate the very event he wiſhed to de- 
feat. He determined therefore with one 
hand, ſecretly to undermine the fabric 
which, with the other, he ſeemed open- 
ly to W in rearing. Many cir- 
cumſtances 
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cumſtances concurred to favour his ſecret 
machinations; and not one eſcaped him, 
The patriotic zeal of the king of Poland 
might be worked up to a ſpirit of enthu- 
ſiaſm. The reformation of abuſes would 
give diſcontent to all, whoſe over-grown 
power had ſet them above the laws; they 
would draw in their dependents, and ad- 
herents, who, together, made no inconſi- 
derable part of the citizens. 'The partizans 
of the houſe of Saxony would increaſe the 
number of the difcontented : the aver- 
ſion between the empreſſes of Germany 
and Ruſha would give them hopes of be- 
ing abetted and ſupported by the former: 
the confidence between the king and his 
people might thus be leſſened, or deſtroy- 


ed: the pretenſions of the Diſſidents 


had already alarmed the fears of the ſu- 
perſtitious and fanatic: the manner in 
which the diet of election had treated 
theſe pretenſions, had offended the em- 
preſs of Ruſſia: by perſuading her, that it 


was not only inconſiſtent with her dig- 


nity 
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nity to relax any thing of what ſhe had 
once demanded in their favour, but that 
even greater advantages ſhould now be in- 
ſiſted on, the nation might be irritated, 
and again refufe them even what was rea- 
fonable : this refuſal might then be attri- 
buted to the ingratitude of the king of 
Poland and his family: the mutual har- 
mony between the empreſs and him might 
thus be broken: all muſt then fall into 
confuſron : Ruſſia might endeavour, as in 
the late reigns, to ſupport her influence by 
arms: the Poles might reſiſt : France, 
from the moment of the interregnum had 
been endeavouring to animate the Turks 
againſt Ruſſia: Auſtria was ſuſpected of 
concurring in the ſame intrigues : ſhould 
that war break out, he ſhould become ne- 
ceſlary to Ruſſia ; and whatever might be 
the event, the empreſs would conſider the 
Poles as the immediate cauſe of it; and, 
her reſentment -once kindled, he might 
make propoſals which would now ſhock. 
her integrity. 

As 
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As far, fir, as one can judge of cauſes 
from effects, theſe were the ideas the king 
of Pruſſia formed to himſelf at firſt; at 
leaſt his conduct, and that of his miniſter 

at Warſaw, appeared to have been regu- 
lated by them. 5 

I do not pretend, ſir, that every thing 
which has happened in Poland, has been 
the effect of a regular pre=concerted 
ſcheme. Much is to be attributed to 
chance; all I contend for, is, that this 
was the plan the king of Pruſſia ſeems to 
have formed. Many circumſtances con- 
curred to the ſucceſs of it, which he could 
Not foreſee, but which he watched with 
unabated attention ; ſticking at nothing 


that could inſure ſucceſs. . 

As the grievances of the Diſhdents were, 
though not the real, yet the oſtenſible 
cauſe of the ſucceeding troubles, it will be | 
neceſſary to begin by explaining what 
were their original rights; and how far 
theſe rights had been infringed. _ 


The 
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The doctrines of Calvin and Luther met 
with an early and willing reception in Po- 
land. Under the reigns of Sigiſmund I. 
and Sigiſmund Auguſtus, their profeſſors 
_ were particularly diſtinguiſhed and favour- 

ed at court: thoſe, who adhered to the 
Greek church, were many and conſider- 
able. At the death of Sigiſmund Au- 
guſtus, the number of Greeks, Luther- 
ans, and Calviniſts, taken together, was, 
to the number of Catholics, as ſix to 
one. 

The death of this king, ſir, is the æra 
of the republic. He was the laſt “ Do- 
minus & Heres.” All the laws pro- 
mulgated before, were by the ſole autho- 
rity of the king, „cum conſilio ſolum 
„ baronum.” His grandfather was the 
firſt who aſſembled the repreſentatives of 
the equeſtrian order; and they were then 
aſſembled, not ſo much to enact laws, as 
to declare their conſent to the levying of 
new taxes. They were the counſellors, 
not the co-legiſiators, of the king. Things 

6 were 
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were on the ſame footing under the reigns 
of Sigiſmund J. and Sigiſmund Auguſtus. 
At the death of the latter, the legiſlative 
you devolved to the nobles. rl rf 

The firſt diet was called in the year 
1573, by Firley, a Proteſtant, and _ | 
marſhal of the kingdom. if 

- Germany was yet bleeding tho he 
wounds of a long and cruel war, which 
Charles V. had excited under pretence of 
defending the Catholie faith: France ſtill 


trembled beneath the bloody ſword of Ca- 


therine of Medicis : theſe were dread- 
ful warnings. The Poles, inſtructed by 
their neighbours' example, determined on 
a mutual toleration, in the fulleſt extent 
of the word: to avoid a hateful diſtinction 
of ſects, a phraſe was adopted, which 
ſhould comprehend them all — “ Nos 
« Diſlidentes in Religione.” Eternal love 
and friendſhip were mutually ſworn : the 
difference. of religious ſentiments was to 


_ create no difference in their civil capacity: 


the idea of a dominant religion, was to be 
for 


= 
— — *** 
w 
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for ever baniſhed; all were to be equally 
eligible to any poſt and employment in 
the ſtate: whoever. excited any quarrel on 
the ſubject of religion, was declared an 
enemy of his country; and, as ſuch, to 
be put to death: this was acknowledged 
by all, as a fundamental law of the new 
conſtitution, and for ever unchangeable; 
and to be inſerted as one of the firſt arti- 
cles of the © Pacta conventa.” To the 
obſervance of which, every king was ſo- 
lemnly, and by oath, to bind himſelf. 
Tf you conſider, fir, the occaſion and 
circumſtances of this law, you will at 
once ſee, that it differs widely from any 
common emanation of the legiſlative 
power. The ſupreme legiſlative power 
can, moſt certainly, by any ſubſequent act, 
revoke and annul whatever has been in- 
ſtituted, or done by any former act of its 
own; but place this power where you 
will, whether in the hands of one, or 
many; there are acts, which it cannot 
do; rights, which it cannot annul ; pri- 
| G 2 vuileges, 
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vileges, which it cannot abrogate : and, 
ſurely, this was one. The different ſects 
were, at . the time of paſſing this law, 
in the ſtate” of independent contracting 
parties. This law was the mutual com- 
pact, which was to bind and unite them 
in one ſtate or ſociety : it could not there- 
fore be broken, de jure, without the free 
and unanimous conſent of them all. 5 

Unhappily for Poland, ſir, tliough the 
Proteſtants and Greeks were far ſuperior 
in number and conſequence, to thoſe of 
the Romiſh church, when this law was 
paſt, they defeated its effects by two im- 
prudent conceſſions: they conſented, that 
the king ſhould always be elected from 
the latter communion; and that the 
lands and poſſeſſions affected to the Ro- 
miſh church ſhould remain unalienable. 
Had they conſidered ſufficiently the ge- 
nius of the Romiſh clergy, and their in- 
defatigable zeal of making converts, they 
would not have made theſe conceſſions : 


they would have left the throne open to 
can- 
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candidates of either ſect; amin the 
exceſſive revenues of the Romiſh clergy ; 
ſubjected them to the ſame courts of juſ- 
tice as the laity ; leſſened the number of 
convents ; and ſecured to the clergy. of 
their own ſets ſuch eſtabliſhments, as 
Would enable them to counter-balance the 
power of the Romiſh clergy. Had they 
done this, they would have afforded to 
Europe the firſt example of a perfect to- 
leration; avoided the ſubſequent diſputes 
on religion, and been now a great and 
flouriſhing people. 

And in fa& one, and that no inconſi- 
derable party, propoſed to place Szafra- 
niec, a Proteſtant, on the throne. But 
reſpect for the princeſs Anne prevailed: 
ſhe was conſidered as having pretenſions 
to; the crown: and it was determined to 
elet a king, who ſhould eſpouſe her, 
Henry of Valois was choſen, but ſoon 
abandoned Poland, Stephen of Bathory 
was then elected; and to obtain a wife and 
kingdom changed his religion; for Anne 

G 3 was 
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was ſtrongly attached to the Romiſh faith; 
and, without the junction of her party, 
that of Stephen was too weak to _ 
head againſt Maximilian, 5 
Anne, not ſatisfied with favouring the 
Catholics during her own life, deter- 
mined to ſecure them a protector after 
her death; ſhe ſent for her nephew Si- 
giſmund from Sweden; confided the care 
of his education to the Jeſuits, who in- 
ſpired him with their own zeal of con- | 
verſion; and, which is the inſeparable 
companion of that zeal — the ſpirit of 
perſecution, Elected afterwards to the 
throne, he proved a worthy and grate» 
ful diſciple of his maſters; their coun- 
ſels directed him in every thing; their 
authority was full and excluſive: a long 
reign of near half a century was dedicated 
to the ſole purpoſe of extending the power 
of the church of Rome, The dogmas of 
the Greeks differ little from thoſe of 
the Romiſh church; many of them were 
perſuaded to form a ſort of motley reli- 
gion 
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gion under the name of United Greeks: 
the Proteſtants could obtain no employ- 
ments: it was therefore no wonder, that 
with poſts in one hand, and every ſpecies 
of chicane in the other, the king converted 
many of them. Colleges were built for 
the Jeſuits in every part of the kingdom; 
and to them was given the excluſive right 
of public education, 

Sigiſmund, intent on fulfilling the du- 
ties of a monk, forgot thoſe of a king; 
he gained many converts; deſtroyed many 
Proteſtant churches z erected many con- 
vents; founded many ſeminaries : but he 
was deprived of the kingdom of Swe- 
den; loſt to Poland the provinces of Li- 
vonia, Moldavia, and Walachia; and laid 
the foundation of that dreadful rebellion 
of the Coſſucks, which broke out in the 
reign of his ſucceſſor ; and deſolated Po- 
land for near half a century, 0 

The name of “ Diſſidents“ had hither- 
to comprehended the Romiſh, as well as 
the other ſects: but the former being now 

| ee _ 
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grown . ſtronger, affected it only to, the 
non-united Greeks and Proteſtants ; hence 
the idea of the dominant religion was at- 
tributed to the church of Rome. Still, 
however, the Greeks and Proteſtants main+ 
tained their right of eligibility. to the le- 
giſlative and executive powers, almoſt 
undiſputed. In all the diets, ordinary, 
and extraordinary, free and confederated, 
this perfect coequality of all the different 
ſects is repeated and recognized as a fun- 
damental law of the kingdom. The 
Catholicks indeed called in to their aid 
the Jeſuits? doctrine of mental reſerva- 
tion, by adding to their ſignature of the 
laws and conſtitutions © Salvis 9 
“ eccleſiæ Romanæ.“ 9 
Ladiſlaus did not follow the 5 of his 
predeceſſor; he endeavoured to reconcile 
the different ſects; but the ſpirit of party 
and fanaticiſm was now gone forth, and 
his attempts to quiet it were vain. 
John Caſimir did not love the Prote- 
ſtants; but POVeFy and a regard for the 
intereſts 
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60 
intereſts of his people' got the better of 
his private reſentments: he protected 
them. Under his reign the peace of Oliva 
was concluded, which expreſly ſtipulated, 
that all the ſubjeas of Poland, of 
« whatever condition, or Chriſtian ſect 
„they might be, ſhould be reinſtated in 
« all their rights and privileges, whether 
“ civil or eccleſiaſtical, which they had 
„ heretofore enjoyed, according to the 
« laws of the kingdom.” — Now no law 
had hitherto been paſt againſt the Greeks 
or Proteſtants, derogating from that co- 
equality declared at the inſtitution of ay 
e 05 

The reign of Michael was ſhort; and 
an unhappy war againſt the Turks left no 

time to think of private diſſenſions. 
. John Sobieſki protected the Proteſtants; 
but they had loſt much of their conſe- 
quence, by inſenſibly loſing their place in 
the ſenate: for though no law had yet de- 
clared them inadmiſſible, yet as the nomi- 
nation depended on the king, and the 
kings 
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kings had always been Catholics, they had 
named none but thoſe of _ own com- 
mu nion. ö * 
51 . IL was a new „ 
ſhewed all the zeal new proſelytes are 
wont to ſhew in proof of the ſincerity of 
their converſion. A diet aſſembled in the 
year 1717, paſt the firſt law againſt the 
Public exerciſe of the Proteſtant religion: 
the law was drawn up by a biſhop, with 
an affected obſcurity; it was read but 
once; tumultuouſly paſt: and the diet 
diſſolved at the end of ſeven hours, from 
its firſt aſſembling. The time, however, 
was not yet come, when this violation of 
that original contract between indepen- 
.dent parties could be carried without. op- 
Poſition. Another diet was ſummoned 
the year following, when this article was 
explained, and declared to reſpect only the 
abuſes, which had crept in during the war 
with Sweden, The words: of this expla- 
natory law are:.“ Diſſidentes circa anti- 
qua jura & privilegia conſervamus: 
« abuſus 
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4 abuſus vero, previo proceſſu ſolito, in 
1 foro uſitato lege veteri tollantur.“ But 
Auguſtus kept firm to his purpoſe; during 
his reign he called no Proteſtants to the 
ſenate; conferred no charges on them: 
he added four biſhops to the motley ſect of 
united Geeks : he wn, the maſſacre 
at Thorn. 7 
The deciſive blow was ſtruck under the 


| reign of Auguſtus III. in the year 1736. 


The Catholics began by forcing from the 
houſe all the Proteftant nuntios ; and then 
paſſed a law, which declared them incapable 
of all civil poſts and employments what- 
ever. During the whole of this reign 
things continued on the ſame footing : 
few diets were held; and the Greeks and 
Proteſtants could never obtain the repeal 
of this law; and found themſelves daily 
expoſed to new chicanes. 

But, fir, whilſt I endeavour to ſtate the 
rights of the Greeks and Proteſtants in the 
ſtrongeſt point of view; though I am 
thoroughly convinced theſe rights were 
founded 
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founded on a conſtitution, which no ſub- 
ſequent act of the legiſlature could de jure 
annul: yet I will candidly own, that the 
feduction of ſo many of them to the 
church of Rome, and the conſequent di- 
minution of their numbers and conſe- 
quence, had made ſo important a change 
in their ſituation, and relative proportion 


to the whole body of the nation, that I 


think a part of their rights ought to have 
been ſacrificed to that firſt ſupreme law, 


antecedent to all others,—the good of the 


people. I think, the deciſion of the ca- 
non law, was applicable to a part of their 


rights: Quod fieri non debuit, faQtum 


e yalebat.” Though they were origi- 
nally co-equal in every reſpect with their 
fellow-citizens, yet as now their number 


was ſo ſmall, and their conſequence fo lit- 


tle, perhaps all they ſhould have aſked for, 


was the free exerciſe of their religion, and 


to be put on the ſame footing in their ci- 


vil capacity, as the Diſſenters from the eſta- 


bliſhed church in England, without reviv- 
ing 
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ing their aneient claim of entering into 
the legiſlative or executive mY of govern» 
ment. Dr 11 W tttn 
But whether the ee of Ruſſia was 
really ſtruck with the juſtice of their ori- 
ginal rights: whether ſhe was ſeized with 
the ſingular idea of being the firſt Chriſtian 
ſovereign to employ the civil power in 
defence of a general toleration ; or whe- 
ther ſhe meant, by ſecuring and protect- 
ing the rights of the Greeks and Prote- 
ſtants, to form a ſtrong party in the re- 
public, her miniſters had orders to preſent 
a memorial to the king of Poland, , ſoon 
after his election, reclaiming in favour of 
the Greeks and Proteſtants all their an- 
cient rights, liberties, and prerogatives. 
The memorial was in courſe referred to 
the ſtates; and though the king recom- 
mended it to their moſt ſerious attention, 
they were ſo far from paying any regard 
to it, that they confirmed, in their full 
extent, the conſtitutions againſt the Diſſi- 
dents of the year 1717, and 1736. 


f 


The 
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The empreſs did not deſiſt from her 
purpoſe. Her ambaſſador preſented a ſe- 
cond memorial in favour of the Diffidents, 
to the confederated diet of 1766. It was 
drawn up in the ſtrongeſt terms; and de- 
manded, | bar! 

19, That the Hint which: "Ms - 
ed to them of right, and had been illegal- 
ly taken from them, be reſtored; with full 
liberty to repair, or rebuild thoſe which 


had fallen into decay; where they might 


exerciſe undiſturbed all the rites and 
ceremonies of their reſpective commu- 
nions; in the ſame manner, and with the 


fame freedom, as in Greek or Proteſtant 


countries. | 
20. That in all cities, towild, or vil- 


lages, where there is no Greek or Prote- 
ſtant church, leave be given to the ſaid 
communions to build one, if they ſee fit; 
and the prieſts or paſtors be in no ae | 
moleſted by the eccleſiaſtical courts. 

3*. That the payments made by the 
Greeks and Proteſtants to the Catholic cu- 
rate, on account of baptiſms, marriages, 
N 1 burials, 
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burials, &cc which are now uncertain and 
arbitrary, be either aboliſhed, or fixed, 
once for all, to a moderate ſum; to be 
conſidered as an acknowledgement of the 
dominant religion. 5 

4%. That the Greek ſeminary at Mohi- 
low be not in any manner moleſted ; but 
allowed all liberty in the education of ths 
Greek youth. | 

5%. That the biſhop and bilhoprick e of 
White Ruſſia be for ever maintained in 
the Greek church; and all the other Diſ- 
ſidents in their reſpective communions. 
60. That no Greek or Proteſtant prieſt, 
or paſtor, be obliged to appear, on any 
account whatever, in the eccleſiaſtical 
courts; but that they do depend e 
on the civil courts. 

79, That no W be ma to che 
marriage of perſons of different ſects; and 
that the daughters of ſuch „ do 
follow the religion of the mother; ann the 
ſons that of the father. 

Having thus preciſely determined, what 
was the redreſs expected , in eccleſiaſtical 
matters 
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matters, the memorial goes on to aſſert 
the co-equallity of all the different ſects 
in their civil capacity ; but the empreſs 
does not take upon herſelf to fix, but 
leaves it to the Catholics to determine, by 
way of treaty and negociation with the 
Greeks and Proteſtants, what part they 
ſhould be entitled to in the adminiſtration 
of government. Serious and earneſt in 
her propoſal, the empreſs engaged the 
courts of London, Copenhagen, Stock- 
holm, and Berlin in the ſame cauſe. 

As her demands were hitherto mode- 
rate; as every principle of juſtice and 
equity required, that the Diſſidents ſhould 
be allowed the free exerciſe of their reli- 
gion ; and as a door was left open to com- 
promiſe their demands in their civil capa- 
city, it may ſeem aſtoniſhing, that the 
Poles did not at once come into the pro- 
poſal made by the empreſs, and ſupported 
by powers every way ſo reſpeQtable.—— 
That they did not, fir, was the effect of 
the honeſt Pr of the king of Pruſſia. 
Nothing 
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Nothing could be farther from his 
wiſhes than to fee the Diſſidents re- eſta- 
bliſhed in their rights. The hardſhips 
exerciſed upon them in Poland had driven 
many of them to, take refuge in his 
dominions. Should their rights be re-eſta- 
bliſhed, many would naturally return to a 
country where their civil liberty was 
greater ; where they could not be forced 
to enliſt; where taxes were leſs burthen- 
ſome; and where honeſt induſtry met a 
ſurer recompence. He was therefore never 
ſuppoſed to be ſincere in his wiſhes of 
ſucceſs to their cauſe; and he took ſuffi- 
cient care to let their warmeſt opponents 
underſtand, that he was not ſo. 
His miniſter at the court of Warſaw 
had a great advantage over the Ruſſian am- 
baſſador; the latter was a young man, 
warm, impetuous, and accuſtomed to 
think that in Poland, as in Ruſſia, every 
thing ſhould yield to the will of his ſo- 
vereign. The Pruſſian was a French re- 
fugee, cunning, artful, without friends, 
IS fortune, 
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fortune, or connexions; under the maſk 
of that ſpecies of openneſs, Which the 
French call naivetẽ, he inſinuated himſelf 
into the confidence of the Ruſſian, and 
worked upon the warmth of his temper, 
ſo as to make him endeavour to carry by 
force, what he might certainly have ob- 
tained by manners more gently and inſi- 
nuating. By theſe means the whole odium 
was thrown upon Ruſſia. 

The public memorials preſented by the 
. miniſter in ſupport of the Diſſi- 
dents loſt all their weight, by the ſecret 
aſſurances given at the ſame time to the 

biſhops, and moſt bigotted of the laity, 
that his maſter would not be offended, 
ſhould little or no regard be paid to them. 
As a proof of this I can poſitively aſſure 
you, that a member of the diet, who, had 
reluctantly ſigned the conſtitution which 
rejected the demands of the Diſſidents, and : 
which had been framed and ſupported, by 
he biſhop of Cracow, told this prelate: 
"Mt our excellency has private us to paſs 
| 8 15 a reſo- 


* 
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« a reſolution which-cannot fail of, bring- 
ing on us the refſentment of our neigh+ 
4 hours :! the biſhop, laying his hand 
gently on the nuntio's ſhoulders, anſweredd: 
« Be perſuaded, ſir, I ſhould never have 
ei counfelled you to this ſtep, if L had not 
the moſt poſitive aſſurances from the 
king of Pruſſia, that he would bear us 
& harmleſs in it.” I aver this on my own 
certain knowledge: buſineſs had called me 
at that very time from Dantzig to Warſaw; 
and I was, by accident, near enough to 
hear the converſation. The event has 
proved what reliance is to be had on the 
promiſes of this prince: the ambitious 
Prelate has been a martyr to them. 
The king of Poland, with the moſt ſen- 
ſible part of the nation endeavoured all 
they could to avert the impending ſtorm, 
They endeavoured to prevail on the em- 
prefs to deſiſt from her enterprize : but 
not ſueceeding there, they repreſented to 
the nation, that, either they muſt begin 
by granting the points, which regarded 
Ps A H 2 the 
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the free ' exerciſe of religion; and then 
endeavour to perſuade the Diſſidents in 
friendly conferences; to reſtrain their de- 
mands, in their civit capacity, to a full 
and perfect fecurity for their perſons and 
poſſeſſions; and to give up their preten- 
tons of eligibility to poſts and employ- 
ments :—or, if they were determined not 
to treat with the Diſſidents, as their co- 
equals, but to regard them merely as a ſect 
tolerated by government, and therefore to 
grant them nothing in their civil capacity, 
but what they would receive as an act of 
grace; if they wiſhed to aſſert the inde- 
pendence of their government; and to ex- 
elude the interference of foreign powers in 
the internal adminiſtration: they muſt 
weigh well their own ſituation, and the 

power of their neighbours; and at all 
events do nothing by halves: they ſhould 
convince their neighbours that it was i not 
the raſh deciſion of a tumultuous council, 
but the reſolution of a brave people} de- 
termined to ſupport it at tlie hazard of 
their lives and fortunes ; that they ſhould 

there- 
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therefore put themſelves in a. ſituation of 
augmenting / the troops, and employing 
them in defence of their country, by paſſ- 
ing a law, that any motion for the aug- 

mentation of the army ſhould not be ſub- 
ject to be ſet aſide by the exerciſe af the 
« liberum veto; butqaſſed or 5 
a plurality of voices. 

Miſled by the inſidious W of the 
king of Pruſſia, relying for protection on 
the empreſs queen's known attachment to 
the Romiſh church, and ſuppoſed diſap- 
probation of the meaſures of Ruſſia, the 
nation determined to reject the demands 
of the Diſſidents; but promiſed at the 
ſame time, by every thing ſolemn, and 
ſacred, to enable government to ſupport 
and maintain that refuſal, by voting, that 
the augmentation of the army ſhould de- 

Boe on a plurality of voices. 

The demands of the Diſſidents were ac- 
cordingly rejected; the. biſhops, their na- 
tural antagoniſts, were conſtituted ' their 


Judges, and drew up a ſet of articles, 
H 3 which 
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which were far from contenting them; and 
which—to fpeak of them in the gentleſt 


er 


terms— were certainly captious. PEN, 910 
But when the other point came to be 
debated, it was viſible what an aſeendant 
the artifices of the king of Peg a and the 
menaces of Ruſſia, had gained. 
The king had endeavoured in vain to 
modify the reſolutions taken againſt the 
Diſſidents: finding the prejudices too 
ſtrong to be conquered, he had yielded to 
the deſires of his people, on the expreſs 
condition, that the other point ſhould be 
carried at the ſame time; but here he was 
ſhamefully abandoned; the confederation 
was diſſolved, and the augmentation of the 
troops ſtill left to the e of 4 an ane | 


Yo: 


nimous diet f, © alle 
a 42k 05d 

* It has 5 thought, and — with ſome 
degree of reaſon, that the king of Poland, aban- 
doned by the Catholic party, ought to have ſolve 
with the Diſſidents. It ſhould, howeyer, be con- 
ſidered, that neither the number nor conſequence 
of the Diſſidents were now ſufficient to have ſup- 
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The king of Pruſſia took every, adyan- 
tage of this unſucceſsful attempt. Qn the 
one hand his, miniſter repreſented, it to the 
nation, as a deſign to change the conſtitu- 
tion, and deſtroy the liberty of the ſubject: 
on the other, the jealouſy of the court of 
Peterſburgh was alarmed, and the empreſs 
perſuaded, that the king of Poland had 
forgotten his obligations to her; that her 
influence was at an end, unleſs other mea- 
ſures were purſued; that new alliances 
would be formed, and new protections 
ſought. i He ſucceeded but too well on 
both ſides; the conſequence of the king 
of Poland's having ſeen, and honeſtly pur- 
ſued the intereſts of his country, was to 
find his beſt ally diſguſted, his people diſ- 
affected, and his hands tied up from ſerving 
or r ſaving them, 


ported him againſt the Catholics: and that they 
had thrown themſelves ſo entirely into the hands 
Rukia, that the king muſt haue ſeemed to have 
Joined her too in oppoſition to his own n 


1 
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In the beginning of the year 1767, a 
declaration was publiſhed in the name of 
the empreſs of Ruſſia, accompanied by 
a letter from her prime miniſter Patrin, 
to her ambaſſador at Warſaw; in which 
the empreſs is declared protectreſs of the 
confederation formed by the Diſſidents, 
in ſupport of their rights; the attempt 
to ſubmit the augmentation of the army 
to the deciſion of a plurality of voices is 
repreſented in the moſt odious colours, as 
an attack on the liberties and conſtitution 
of Poland; the king and his family are 
plainly pointed out as having formed the 
deſign of acquiring an abſolute authority; 
the very meaſures ſhe had before promot- 
ed, and which conſtitute the greateſt part 
of her merit, with reſpe& to Poland, and 
which in the Manifeſto I lately ſent you 
are again qualified with the title of “ Uſe- 
ful and Salutary,” are condemned; and 
the nation in general is invited to join 
the Diſſidents, and unite in one general 
* for the redreſs of all their 

grievances, 
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grievances. There is a diſingenuity and 
low artifice in theſe phpers, that, for the 
honour of the court of Peterſburgh, would 
make me hope they did not originate there, 
but were the work of the only prince in 
Europe who ſeems capable of deſcending 
ſo low. ' They produced, however, their 
effect; and ſo much the ſooner as emiſſa- 
ries were employed by the. miniſters of 
Ruſſia and Pruſſia, to enforce and explain 
the arguments made uſe of in the declara- 
tion and letter; and to fan the latent fires 
of diſcontent, N Te 

I told you in my firſt letter, ſir, the 
ſteps the king of Poland had taken to re- 
duce the overgrown and dangerous power 
of many of the great officers of -ſtate. 
This had offended not only thoſe in poſ- 
ſeſſion, but all who aſpired to them in 
future; and though at firſt ſight it ſhould 
ſeem, that the dividing of their power 
would multiply offices, and ſo make pro- 
viſion for greater numbers, yet you muſt 
remember, the number of the commiſ- 
ſioners 
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ſioners was limited, and their ſallaries 
fixed; whereas before hundreds had ſhares 
in the public depredations, which were 
unlimited: the poſt of a commiſſioner 
required attendance, labour, and order; 
things little known, and leſs reliſhed in 
Poland; in ſhort, fir, the Poles ſeem to 
have regarded the poſts in their govern- 
ment, as you in England regard the prizes 
in your lotteries; were the 20,0001. di- 
vided into twenty ſhares, every adventurer 
would have a better chance of winning 
ſomething ; and yet moſt certainly there 
would be fewer adventurers. 

The electreſs dowager of Saxony nk 
not ſee, with patience, her family ex- 
cluded from the throne of Poland; unable 
to reinſtate it by honourable means, ſhe 
formed cabals; fed the hopes of her par- 
tizans by promiſes and bribes; aſſured 
them of ſupport from the court of Vienna; 
appealed to the coldneſs and diſapproba- 
tion of the preſent meaſures, . m 
court viſibly mewed i 160073 20 1h; 
It 
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If you conſider farther, how many.more 
the love of anarchy and licence would diſ- 
poſe againſt a government, which had 
tried to reduce every thing to ſubjection 
to the laws, you will not be ſurpriſed, 
that the emiſſaries of Ruſſia and Pruſſia, 
ſupported by the declaration and letter, I 


mentioned, were able to draw in a great 


number of diſcontented citizens. 9m 
They formed a ſecond confederation ; 3 
and though this claſs of Confederates con- 
ſiſted of the very biſhops, and others, who 
had ſpoken and acted ſo warmly againſt 
the Diſſidents; yet, ſuch is the force of 
party rage, that they acknowledged the 
confederation of the Diſſidents to be law- 
ful ; joined with them in one general con- 
federation at Radom, under the protection 
of the empreſs. Prince Charles Radzivil 
a man of extenſive fortune, and great fa- 
mily, but of mean parts, and imbruted 
by a long habit of debauchery, was choſen 
marſhal: unequal to the taſk, he was put 
under the guidance and tuition of a Ruſſi- 
an 
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an officer, The confederation, as ſoon as 
formed, deputed ambaſſadors to the em- 
preſs of Ruſſia, e her A 
and guaranty. [J? 

By this ſtroke the power of the Ling 
was annihilated :: he could only fit ſtill, a 
ſimple ſpectator of the misfortunes his 
people were bringing on themſelves; and 
which they never would have felt, had 
they liſtened to his counſel in the laſt diet, 
or ſtood by him when he offered to riſk. 
his life and crown in 0 of their in- 
dependence. 

In the month of October, 1767, an 
extraordinary diet was aſſembled: this 
diet not only appointed a committee to ex- 
amine the pretenſions of the Diſſidents, 
and the ſuppoſed grievances of the nation; 
but veſted it with full power to ſatisfy the 
one, and redreſs the other, by fixt and per- 
manent laws. The committee granted 
more to the Diſlidents, than had ever been 
aſked; and, under pretence of redreſſitig 


grievances, formed a code of laws, which, 
had 
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had. it been, leſs, exceptionable in other: re- 
ſpects, was yet inadmiſſible, as it was, dee 
elared ꝓerpetual and unchangeable; and 
as ſuch guarantied by the empreſs of 
Ruſſia as if the idea of liberty, and:the. 
immutability of the laws were inſeparable: 
Aas if every nation had not a right of 
changing its conſtitution, as change of cir- 
cumſtances may require: as if any other 
power had a right of interfering in the 
internal adminiſtration of a free and dee 
pendent ſtate Dr 1440 
I will not carry you, fir, a a long 
detail of the reſolutions of this committee; 
[ will not ſhock you by a repetition of the 
acts of violence made uſe of againſt thoſe 
who oppoſed it: I would only deſire you to 
temark, that though the Pruſhan miniſter 
had contributed by his artifices to draw the 
Poles into this ſnare; though he had ani- 
mated. the Ruſſian ambaſſador, and inflam- 
ed a temper too ready of itſelf to fly out 
into unpardonable exceſſes ; yet, he! de- 
meaned himſelf ſo, that the whole odium 
of the proceeding fell upon Ruſſia. 
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No ſooner was the diet"diflbved; than 
the diſcontent of the nation broke forth - 
with tenfold fury! The emiſſarles of 
Saxony und Pruſſia heightened? it; and 
artfully repreſented the king as having 
ſectetly joined with Ruſſia in enfnaring 
them Though the king had acquired no 
one perſonal advantage; though almoſt 
every law enacted was directly coritradie- 
tory to all his ideas, and that ſyſtem of 
order and regularity he ſo plainly wiſhed 
to introduce; though the labours of his 
whole reign were fruſtrated by this ab- 
ſurd incoherent code; though the radieal 
vice of the government, the liberum 
veto,“ was extended to objects, it had 
hitherto reſpected; and was even guaran- 
tied by Ruſſia, in direct contradiction to 
the known and avowed ideas of the king, 
expreſsly imputed to him in the nnn 1 
tion of Ruſſia. | - 
Too many of the nation ee end | 
bibed theſe prejudices : aſhamed: of hav- , 
ing been the dupes of Ruſſia; aſhamed of 
| that 
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that ſpirit of party rage, which had drawn 
them into the | ſnare; without virtue 
enough to return to their duty; without 
greatneſs enough to forgive the man they 
had injured, they attempted to juſtify. 
their paſt errors by freſh outrages, In- 
ſtead of conſidering the king as the patty; 
who had ſuffered the moſt eſſentially; in- 
ſtead of conſulting with him on the beſt 
means of undeceiving the (empreſs of 
Ruſſia; inſtead of waiting for a favour» - 
able moment to re-aſſert their common 
rights, and defend their common cauſe ; 
they broke out into acts of precipitate 
violence: without digeſting any plan, they 
formed ſeparate confederations ; which, 
for want of concert and unanimity, ex- 
poſed them every where to be ent 1 
the Ruſſians. [1 
{ 00s! empreſs of Ruſſia ren ai ah 
herſelf the odium of all: the king of Pruſ- 
ſia hung back; his declarations were cold, 
or partial, or tended only to confirm that 
fatal error, that the maintaining of the 
king 
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king on the throne was the cauſe of all the 
troubles. Inſtead of vigorouſly oppoſing 


the confederates, which, had he ſeconded 


the deſigns of Ruſſia (as the empreſs 
aſſerts) he would have done, he ſuffered 
different detachments of his troops to be 
beaten by them with impunity. 
It was not, fir, till the year 1770, that 
he took an active part. And let us ſee, 
whether the part he then took, was ſuch 
as became the ally of a princeſs, who de- 
clares her conſtant endeavours to have 
been directed to the good of Poland. 
A private diſpute had ariſen between 
the magiſtrates of Dantzig and the Pruſ- 
fan conſul. To revenge himſelf on the 
magiſtrates, he pretended they oppoſed 
the levy of recruits for the Pruſſian army. 
The king of Pruſſia, accuſtomed to be 
judge in his own cauſe, did not remon- 
ſtrate with the magiſtrates, came to no | 
explanation with them; a party of troops 
were ſent; the out-poſts of the town 
ſurpriſed; the city amerced in the ſum of 
3 . one 
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one hundred thouſand ducats; and then, 
under pretence of reclaiming ſome ſub- 
jects, who had fled from the tyranny of 
| his, government, he carried off more than 
a thouſand young men to recruit his 
army. 
His troops entered ind Great Poland, 
in the year 1771; and during the ſpace of 
that year, he carried off from that pro- 
vince and its neighbourhood, at a mode- 
rate computation, twelve thouſand families, 
On the 29th of October, in the ſame 
year, an edict was publiſhed by his Pruſ- 
ſian majeſty, commanding every perſon, 
under the ſevereſt penalties, and even cor- 
poral puniſhment, to take in payment for 
forage, proviſions, corn, horſes, &c. the 
money offered by his troops and com- 
miſſaries. This money, fir, was either 
ſilver, bearing the impreſſion of Poland, 
and exactly worth one third of its nomi- 
nal value, or ducats ſtruck in imitation of 
Dutch ducats, ſeventeen per cent. inferior 
to the real ducats of Holland. . With this 
I baſe 
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baſe money he bought 1 up corn and forage 
enough, not only to ſupply his army for 
two whole years, but to ſtock magazines 
in the country itſelf, where the inhabi- 
tants were forced to come and repurchaſe 
corn for their daily ſubſiſtence, at an ad- 
vanced price, and with good money, his 
commiſſaries refuſing *to take the ſame 
coin they had paid. At the loweſt cal- 
culation, fir, he gained, by this maſterly | 
and honeſt mancuvre, ſeven millions of 
dollars. He ſays ſomewhere in his Me- 
moirs, © Les politiques ont relegue la 
66 candeur dans la vie civile; et ils ſe | 
« yoyent fi audeſſus des loix, qu'ils font 
&« obſerver aux autres, qu'ils ſe livrent 
« fans era a la depravation de leur 
« cur.” By this account, fir, he is a 
great politician, for his heart is vilely de- 
praved. Having ſtripped the country of 
money and proviſions, he thought it, I 
ſuppoſe, an act of humanity to thin it ſtill 
more of inhabitants. He hit upon a new 
contribution; every town and village was 
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obliged to furniſh a certain number of 
marriageable girls; ; the parents to give, 
as a portion, a feather-bed, four pillows, 
a cow, two hogs, and three ducats in 
gold. A letter I received from Poſnania, 
in the month of March laſt, informed me, 
that a little town, called Korztrzym, with 
its dependencies, was forced to furniſh 
general Belling fifty marriageable girls, 
with each this portion; and a correſpon- 
dent J have at Stargard, a town belonging 
to the king of Pruſſia, informed me about 
the ſame time, that ſeveral waggons filled 
with this new kind of contribution had 
paſſed through that town. 

His exactions from the abbeys, con- 
vents, cathedrals, and nobles were ſo 
heavy, and. exceeded at laſt their abilities 
ſo much, that the prieſts abandoned the 
churches, and the nobles their lands. 
Thoſe whom age or infirmities prevented 
from flying, were bound hand and foot, 
and carried off as criminals. May I not 


once more, ſir, be permitted to apply the 
1 | words 
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words of this philoſophic-prince to him-- 
ſelf? © Il etoit bien ſingulier, qu'il trai- 
tat avec cette durete exceſſive un pays 
ami, dont le prince n'avoit donné au- 
« cun ſujet de plainte!?? Theſe exactions 
continued with unabated rigour, from the 
year 1770 to the time the treaty of parti- 
tion was declared, and poſſeſſion taken of 
the provinces uſurped. The loſs of inha- 
bitants is not eaſily to be calculated; that 
of money has been, I believe, moderately 
computed at three millions of ducats. 

And yet this is the man, fir, whom 
the empreſs of Ruſſia dignifies with the 
title of her faithful ally; and whom ſhe 
declares to have co-operated with her in 
the great deſign of rendering Poland a 
free and happy people. He a faithful 
ally, who hurried her miniſtry into acts of 
violence, into breaches of the law of na- 
tions, which no neceſſity can juſtify, and 
which defeated the very deſigns ſhe had 
in view; who alienated the affections of 
the nation ſhe laboured to conciliate Þ 
| i wwe 
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whoſe intrigues contributed to bring on 
her the arms of the Porte, and rendered 
ineffectual the congreſs for a peace? He 
co- operate in rendering Poland free and 
happy, who has laid it waſte for three 
whole years, by at once the loweſt and 
moſt cruel acts of tyranny and rapacity ? 
His alliance to be boaſted of, with whom, 
if he were a private character, no Hogent 5 
man would aſſociate? 

Excuſe this warmth, fir, I am writing 
to an Engliſhman. You have taught the 
world this noble leſſon, that a prince, 
who to acts of arbitrary violence joins 
the baſeſt artifices, in order to deprive 
his own people of their rights and li- 
berties, forfeits deſervedly the allegiange 
of his ſubjects. Allow us at leaſt to think, 
that the prince who uſes the ſame vile 

means to enſlave a free and independent 

ſtate, deſerves no reſpect from the public. 
Conquerors have often forced from us in- 
2 voluntary regard; but an incendiary is 
| eye viewed with horror. 'The de- 
N 1 1: vaſta- 
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vaſtations of war may ſometimes be juſ- 
tified by the plea of neceſſity ; but the 
prince who, in the midſt of peace, and 
with his coffers full, can meanly enrich 
himſelf by the coinage of falſe and baſe 
money, may ſurely be treated with con- 
tempt. | | 3 
After all, fir, I may juſtify this warmth 
by his own authority, and in his own 
words: © Jai blame le vice en lui, avec 
“ hardieſſe parceque le vice ne doit pas 
« trouver d'azyle ſur le trone.” 


I am, &c. 
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Bruſſels, Dec. 24. 1772. 
MV DEAR sIR! 

ER E a ſtranger to read the 

Manifeſto of the three courts, 
which I ſent you in my firſt, 
would he not naturally conclude, that, 
from the beginning of the interregnum, 
they had formed an honeſt and friendly 
plan of eſtabliſhing the liberties of Po- 
land on a firm and ſolid foundation? that 
this 


1 
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this plan had been openly propoſed, and 
invariably purſued ? that the Poles had 
adopted it ; and afterwards, through a 
ſpirit of levity and faQtion receded from 
it; flown to arms, and attacked, with- 
out provocation, the allies, they had 
called in to their aſſiſtance t 

You have ſeen, however, that the caſe 
is far different; though the plan pro- 
poſed by Ruſſia at the beginning, ap- 
peared honeſt and friendly; though the 
ſoundeſt part of the nation concurred in 
it as ſuch, yet the court of Vienna ap- 
peared averie to it, that of Berlin eoun- 
teracted it, excited groundleſs fears and 
jealouſies, and raiſed that very ſpirit of 
faction and diſcord, with which they now . 
reproach the Poliſh nation. The plan af- 
terwards adopted was directly contrary to 
that which had been firſt announced; 
the method of carrying it into execution 
tended to revolt every one, who felt s a 
man, or citizen; in a word, every ſpecies 
of inſult and oppreſhon was exerted with 

an 
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an unrelenting -wantonneſs, in order to 
force Poland to give up its own * 
as a ſtate. 

From this proof of diſingenuity and 
artifice in the relation of their paſt con- 
duct, you will ſcarcely be induced to pay 
great regard to the profeſſions of their 
future deſigns. I will examine them with 
all the coolneſs and candour ſuch a ſubject 
will permit; but at the ſame time with 
that honeſt freedom I have hitherto uſed. 
To think freely is the only right they 
have left untouched; and of this at leaſt 
no tyrant ſhall deprive me while I live. 

Theſe humane protectors of nations 
declare theſe to be their preſent purpoſes : 
to prevent the arbitrary diſſolution of 
Poland ;—reſtore order and tranquillity 
—re-eſtabliſh the ancient form of govern= 
ment ;—and that, by the way and merely 
as a collateral circumſtance, they mean to 
indemnify themſelves for certain ancient 
claims and pretenſions :—and they do not 
ſeruple to alſirm, that the meaſures they 

are 


124 LETTERS CONCERNING THE 


are purſuing are the moſt effe ctual, and 
beſt adapted to theſe ends. 

What would they have us uivterſinnd 
by this threatened diffolution of Poland ? 
or, to uſe their own fantaſtic term, this 
arbitrary decompoſition 'of it? A king- 
dom may be diſſolved two ways, by ex- 
ternal violence, or internal commotions. 
If Poland tends either way to diſſolution, 
who are to be thanked for it? 'are the 
meaſures of theſe uſurpers calculated to 
haſten, or prevent it? Its internal go- 
vernment has indeed received ſuch rude 
and continued ſhocks, that it trembles 
from its foundation; but their hand gave 
them: ſtill they are afraid it will not fall 
to pieces ſoon enough, and therefore tear 
it aſunder, ſtrip it of its beſt and moſt 
fertile provinces, preclude it from all 
commerce and communication, fhut up 
every avenue to amelioration, and im- 
provement.— And this is to ee, its 
diſſolution. | goon 1 


Here, 
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Here, Sir, no reaſoning is poſſible; the 
fact ſpeaks for itſelf in terms too ſtrong 
to be enforced. - To believe this the way 
of preventing the diſſolution of a king- 
dom is a propoſition too glaringly abſurd 
to be ſwallowed by the faith of an apo= 
ſtolic queen; defended by the ſophiſtry 
of a royal infidel; or palliated by the 
arts of a court, which has undertaken to 
vindicate every breach of ſocial, conjugal, 
and maternal duty. 

Still they ſay, in taking from Poland 
ſo large a part of its demeſnes, they are 
determined to conſult the happineſs of the 
reſt, by reſtoring order and tranquillity ; 
by re-eſtabliſhing the ancient form of go- 
vernment; and, to give a keener edge 
to their inſults, invite the Poles, in terms 
of affected moderation, * to lay aſide all 
« ſpirit of diſcord and delution, that, a 
diet being legally aſſembled, they may 
« co-operate in this important work??? 

Though to cut off a man's legs and 

arms be a diſagreeable way of making 
. him 
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him ſtill and quiet, let us for a moment 
ſuppoſe, that the kingdom of Poland 
was ſo large and unweildy, that theſe. 
violent operations were become neceſ- 
ſary to its repoſe; what reliance is yet 
to be had on the ſincerity of their ſub- 
ſequent profeſſions ? What pledge have 
they given of the honeſty of their ulte- 

rior views ? 
Had their profeſſions been ſincere, their 
views honeſt, they would have with- 
drawn their troops from every part of Po- 
land; faciliated the meeting of the diet ; 
waited patiently till all the ſenators could 
have aſſembled; till the members of the 
lower houſe could have been freely elect- 
ed, with all the formalities of the law ; 
they would clearly have explained what 
they meant by the ancient form of go- 
vernment. Inſtead of this, the capital of 
Poland is yet filled with Ruſſian troops; 
the Auſtrians and Pruſſians have advanced 
far beyond the bounds they at firſt marked 
out; and they give an affected obſcurity 
to 
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to their deſigns, by ſpeaking only in ge- 
nern terms. 

Experience having taught the king of 
Poland and his people, that theſe terms 
may be applied to ſignify meaſures, which, 
inſtead of re-eſtabliſhing the real conſti- 
tution of the kingdom, may ſerve only 
to confirm its ruin, they expreſs a natural 
reluctance to aſſemble a diet under eir- 
cumſtances, which muſt leave it only the 
blind inſtrument of the oppreſſors, and 
tyrants of their country. The court of 
Vienna here takes the lead, publiſhes a 
ſecond * manifeſto in the name of herſelf 
and allies, in which they dare to inſinuate, 
that the cries of his country can no longer 
find their way to the heart of the king; 
treat as a culpable indeciſion the repug- 
nance he feels, and ought to feel, againft 
any act which may tend to give the 
anion of his conſent to their uſurpa- 
tions and cruelty, to the loſs of the Pro- 
vinces, commerce, and independence of 

See Appendix, F. 
| his 
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"Wa 


his people; add, with unparalleled inſo- 
lence, that the dignity and juſtice of the 
three courts preſcribe certain bounds to 
their moderation; and threaten Poland 
with ſtill greater evils, if their wills be 
not immediately complied with. Theſe 
threats had already been put in execu- 
tion, even before they were announced ; 
already the Auſtrians and Pruſſians had 
advanced into the wretched remains of 
Poland ; already the latter had extended 
their depredations and ravages into the 
little ſpot which had hitherto been ſpared. 

To add to the abſurdity and cruelty of 
their conduct, whilſt they preſs the king 
to ſummon a diet, in a manner ſo unwor- 
thy of the regard due to a crowned head, 
they take every poſſible method of ren- 
dering its deciſions null and ineffectual, 
They forbid the ſenators of *the uſurped 
- provinces to attend: they hinder the elec- 
tion of the nuntios ; though they know, 
by the laws of Poland, no act can be va- 


lid without their concurrence. The king 
| of 
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of Pruffia goes farther: flattery and 
promiſes, threatnings and violence, have 
been alternately made uſe of to perſuade a 


prince Sulkowſky' to aſſemble a fort of 


council at Liſſa, which has ſeparated 
itſelf from the republic, and declared itſelf 
independent of the ſtate. As ſoon as it 

was aſſembled, the Pruſſian general Leſ- 
ſow commanded the provinces of Great 
Poland, under pain of military execution, 
to ſend deputies to this council, where he 
had propoſals to make them from his 
maſter. As if, when a general national 
council is demanded, it were permitted to 
treat with a part of the nation, illegally 
_ aſſembled, forced to aſſemble by Guy act 
of artifice and violence! 

But let us ſuppoſe the authority of the 
whole legiſlative power to be veſted in 
the mutilated remains, which are to meet 
at Warſaw,——Can they hope to enjoy 
freedom of debate, whilſt the Auſtrians 
and Pruſſians are hovering round the gates 
of the city ? whilſt it is even occupied by 
Ruſſian troops? Is another ambaſſador to 

K | burſt 
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burſt with an armed force into every 
' houſe; drag the biſhops and ſenators from 
the arms of their families and friends; 
hurry them to cold and inhoſpitable | 
climes; invade the ſanctuary of the laws; 
transfer the ſenate to his own houſe ; and, 
with unfeeling haughtineſs, tell the aſto- 
niſhed members, that inſtead of complain- 
ing that ſo much is taken from them, 
they ſhould be thankful that any thing 
is left them? is another ambaſſador to 
diictate to the chiefs of the nation, the 
orders of a foreign tyrant ; tell them, the 
leaſt backwardneſs to comply with theſe 
orders, degrades them from the rank of 
reaſonable beings, and leaves them un- 
worthy of being applied to by argument; 
that the leaſt difference in opinion with 
him, renders them unfit for ſociety ? This, 
ſir, has been literally the language, theſe 
the proceedings of two Ruſſian miniſters 
at Warſaw. 

If at this moment the thees powers 
meant really to re-eſtabliſh the ancient 


CON- 
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conſtitution, why continue this threaten- 
Ing language, theſe acts of outrage and 
violence? The nation would be ready 


enough to co-operate with them; But 


it is plain, fir, they do not talk of the 
real conſtitution, but of what they have 
determined to call ſo, 
Now we have a tight, I think, to con- 
ſider that as their determination, which 
they have themſelves lately and formally 
given as ſuch. In the year 1767 the em- 
preſs of Ruſſia ſeized the whole legiſlative 
power of Poland: a code of laws was 
imperiouſly dictated, by her own impe- 
rious miniſter, If, therefore, we examine 
the outlines of this code, we ſhall come 
at the idea, which the three courts have 
formed of the ancient conſtitution of Po- 
land: for you have the empreſs of Ruf- 
ſia's own word, that the courts of Vienna 
and Berlin approved, and concurred in her 
- meaſures, | 
I ſhall confine myſelf merely to the ea- 
pital parts of this code; the whole is ſuch 
ef 2 an 
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an indigeſted, incoherent compoſition, that 
no patience can go through it. The young 
lawgiver did not come prepared to the 
great work of legiſlation, with that deep 
penetration, that acute diſcernment, that 
comprehenſive view, which characteriſed 
a Solon, a Lycurgus, a Numa, or the 
-man bred up in all the learning of the 
Egyptians. In a code deſtined to ſettle 
the political rights of a nation, you ſee 
examined and decided private diſputes 
about property, cogniſable by the com- 
mon and inferior courts of juſtice. The 
miniſter was determined his work ſhould 
carry it own condemnation with it. The 
aſſembling of the committee at his own 
houſe was a proof of violence : partial 
decifions, about private diſputes in favour 

of his adherents, are proofs of undue in- 
fluence. | 
A part of this code contains what are 
called Cardinal Laws; and theſe are de- 
clared perpetual, for ever unchangeable, 
not to be abrogated, or altered, even by 
the 
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the unanimous conſent of every individual 
in the nation. 5 
This alone, fir, is a badge of ſlavery, 
and degrades the republic from the rank 
of a ſtate, There is not, cannot be a 
ſtate without a full and uncontrolled 
power of legiſlation. The fundamental 
laws of other nations are compacts be- 
tween the governor and governed ; ſhould 
they both agree to alter, or modify, or 
entirely annul and abrogate them, they 
are ſurely maſters. Were a king of Eng- 
land to break in upon the privileges of 
the Great Charter, or the Bill of Rights, 
the ſubject might petition, remonſtrate; 
nay, where theſe mild and reſpectful mea- 
ſures have not ſucceeded, they have gone 
farther; they have aſſerted their privi- 
leges by force of arms. But ſhould the 
whole nation, to a man, conſent to alter, 
| diminiſh, or even relinquiſh them, would 
the kings of France or Spain have a right 
to oppoſe it? I repeat it, fir, indepen- 
_ dence in the exerciſe of the legiſlative 
ä power 
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power is the firſt, great, unalienable pre- 
rogative of every ſtate. — What then would 
you ſay to a foreign power, who, behold- 
ing with complacency the ancient form of 
government in England, ſhould endeavour 
to force you to re-eſtabliſh it, ſuch as it 
was under the houſes Lancaſter, York, 
Tudor, or Stuart ?—Yet the empreſs of 
Ruſſia, under pretence of re-eſtabliſhing 
the ancient conſtitution of Poland, endea- 
vourcd to perpetuate abuſes infinitely worſe 
and more fatal than ever obtained at any, 
the moſt tumultuous period of the Fein 
overnment. 
The fifth ſection of theſe Cardinal 
Laws declares, „The kings ſhall for ever 
« be elected by a full and abſolute unani- 
« mity of all the ſuffrages; and the crown 
« ſhall never, on any account, be rendered 
s hereditary,” _ 
The objection of the Confederates to 
this article is unanſwerable. 
« Though by our laws, ſay they, 6 
« election of our kings ſhould be unanim- 
; ous z 
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«© us; yet we had it in our power to 
« change, or modify theſe laws. In the 
cc place of unanimity, we could ſubſti- 
« tute the plurality, or any certain pro- 
„portion of votes; or inſtead of the una- 
„ nimity of every citizen, taken man by 
« man, we could ſubſtitute the unani- 
« mous conſent of the counties, or diſ- 
a tricts, taking the plurality of voices in 
« each county or diſtrict for the voice of 
« the whole. The laws forbid the king 
« to name a ſucceſſor; or eſtabliſh an or- 
« der of ſucceſſion to the throne: but theſe 
« laws did not bind the people : they 
« might exerciſe the right of election; or 
« they might ſuſpend it in favour of any 
family; or they might entirely relinquiſh 
« it, The Stadtholders of Holland were 
formerly elective; they are now heredi- 
« tary; the ſtates have found means of 
% conciliating the liberties of the nation 
with the hereditary rights of a ſtadt- 
e holder. Had any other power attempted 
* to reſtrain them from this change. 

K'46--: « would 
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„ would they not have reſented it, as an 

„ attack on their independent * of 
« ſovereignty?ꝰ 

Theſe are the very words of the con- 
federates in their Manifeſto: nor can the 
neighbouring powers make any reply to 
them, unleſs they acknowledge the plain 
matter of fact, that they with to eftabliſh 
and guaranty this abſurd form of election, 
merely to perpetuate the troubles, which, 
according to their own words, almoſt 
every vacancy of the throne has excited ; 
—to preſerve an odious influence, and 
leave the door ever open to new acts of 
violence and oppreſſion, 

The throne of Poland was not anci- 
ently elective; it was for many centuries 
hereditary. But had it been elective from 
the beginning, is there any thing ſo 
ſacred in antiquity, that a nation muſt, 
for the ſake of it, be precluded all im- 
provement, and ſubmit to the moſt fatal 
inconveniencies? 


The 
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The ninth ſection declares, the union 
« of Lithuania, and all the other pro- 
« yinces and diſtricts with Poland, for 
« ever indiſſoluble; that no change ſhall 
be made in it; nor any part thereof ever 
« diſmembered.” —Will the three courts 
adhere to this part of their code? or how 
can they regoncile their preſent proceed- 
ings with it ? The ſame powers who de- 
clare in 1767, that the nation cannot, 
ſhall not ſuffer any part of the kingdom 
to be diſmembered, declare in the year 
1772, that it muſt and ſhall conſent to 
diſmember the beſt, moſt fertile, and im- 
portant provinces, 
The ſeventeenth ſection declares © the 
_ « liberum veto ſhall be maintained in full 
force and vigour, in every thing which 
<« relates to matters of State, which are 
« always to be decided by the unanimity 
« of all the ſuffrages : and every nuntio 
„ ſhall for ever enjoy the right of annul- 
ling the activity of the diet by his ſimple 
3 EO © veto; 
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e veto; whether pronounced verbally, or 
c expreſſed in writing.“ 

I have already told you, ſir, that the 
_ exerciſe of the liberum veto is by no 
means a part of the ancient conſtitution 
of Poland; and that the firſt attempt to 
exert it was regarded with horror, It 
was, I think, at the diet holden at Grodno 
in the year 1718, that it firſt obtained 
the ſanction of a law; even then however 
its extent was not fixed: beſides, time 
was given for reflection; to make it va- 
Iid it muſt be entered in a court of re- 
cord. But now, to uſe once more the 
words of the Confederates, — a hand 
« too much intereſted in preſerving this 
& fatal privilege, has extended it beyond 
ce its former bounds; and what is more 
M0 alarming, declares it immutable. So 
« that, ſhould the republic chuſe to abro- 
« gate, or only limit and confine it to the 
« one particular object under debate, in- 
« ſtead of extending it to the whole pro- 
« ceedings of the diet; to oblige the pro- 

teſting 
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te teſting nuntio to aſſign the reaſons of 
e his proteſt, and allow the one to be va- 
6 lid or not, as the others appear to be 
« well or ill founded; this power is 
te taken from her for ever; the fatal veto 
« pronounced by an ill-diſpoſed or cor- 
te rupted, even by a haſty or unthinking 
C nuntio, overturns the moſt ſalutary pro- 
« jects without a poſſibility of ever find- 
e ing a remedy." 1 
Theſe, ſir, are the capital clauſes of that 
part of the code, which contains the car- 
dinal laws. And it is pronounced at the 
end, as at the beginning, that whoever 
| ſhall attempt to abrogate them, or any of 
them, ſhall be proceeded againſt, as an 
enemy of his country. In remarking on 
| theſe clauſes, I have expreſly made uſe of 
the very words of the Confederates. Bi- 
goted as they are to their ancient cuſtoms 
and abuſes, even they could fee, that 
Ruſſia meant only to confirm the nation 
in a ftate of abject ſervility. 
| The 
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The next branch of this code contains - 
what are called matters of flate, and com- 
_ prehend almoſt every thing that falls with- 
in the ſphere of the ſovereign power; all 
which are to be decided oy a full and ab- 
folute unanimity. 

This is the more aſtoniſhing, as In an 
anfwer of count Panin to a memorial of 
the Poliſh reſident, he attributes all the 
misfortunes of the republic to the abuſes 
of its government, and thoſe abuſes to 
this very unanimity. Here his own 
words, fir; „Dans les tumultes des fac- 
« tions, l'eſprit le plus ſage plie ſouvent 
* ſous Veſprit du plus altier: le grand 
“nombre, celui de la juſtice, de la ſa- 
4 geſſe, et de la raiſon, eſt ſouvent inu- 
« tile 13 ou Punanimite eſt toujours ne- 
« ceſlaire.” This paper was given the 
27th of November, 1767; and the law 
of unanimity. was extended, confirmed, 
and rendered immutable in the month of 
February, 1768, 

With- 
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Without this unanimity (according to 
the firſt ſection of the ſecond branch- of 
this code) © The taxes cannot be height- 
« ened; nor their nature changed; nor 
« the rates once eſtabliſhed in ny wiſe 
„altered. 

9 Conſidering che Bey (as the Con- 
« federates juſtly obſerve) with which our 
« neighbours can prevent this unanimity, 
« the republic is, by this Article, for ever 
« deprived of chuſing the mode of col- 
« lecting its taxes; yet what is right and 
good at one time, a change of circum- 
« ſtances may, at another, render hurt- 
« ful: and how abſurd is it to fix for ever 
« what in its nature is ſo changeable ? 
« The value of lands may increaſe, or, 
« which is the ſame, the value of money 
may decreaſe; and yet our rates are to 
« remain for ever the ſame!” 

By the ſecond ſeQtion, * the troops ac- 
ce tually in being cannot be augmented 
« or reinforced, but by the ſame unani- 
„ mous conſent,” 
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This article, ſir, was ſo far from con- 

firming an ancient law, that it annulled 

and abrogated a law then actually in full 


force and vigour. The Palatins, eſpe- 
cially thoſe on the frontiers, were not only 


permitted, but even obliged, in times of 
actual, or imminent invaſions, to raiſe cer- 
tain bodies of troops: they held their 
dignities and lands on this very tenure. 


By the article here cited this duty is diſ- 
penſed with; this right annulled, and no 
other means of defence is to ſupply its 


place. The article needs no comment; 
the ſeizures ſince made in Poland are its 
beſt explanation. 

By the following clauſes © no war can 
ce be declared; no treaty of friendſhip 
© or commerce; no alliance, offenſive or 
« defenſive, can be entered into without 
ce this ſame unanimity. In a word, every 
« thing, even that laſt feeble reſource, 
e which the ſtate had reſerved, of aſ- 
ee ſembling the arrier-ban in caſes of ex- 


« treme danger, is ſubmitted to it.“? 
| What 
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What did Rome do worſe to Carthage 
when ſhe had determined on her deſtrue- 
tion? What did ſhe worſe to Jugurtha, 
when ſhe had reſolved to ſtrip him of his 
kingdom ? She made him give up his 
horſes, elephants, treaſures, and arms; — 
and then demanded his perſon. 

And is this re-eſtabliſhing the ancient 

conſtitution? Is this ſtate of helpleſs 
dependence to be the recompence of ſo 
many inſults offered; ſo many citizens 
maſlacred ? this the price of ſo much wealth 
carried off; ſo many provinces uſurped ? 

Yet, that this is what the three courts 
underſtand by reſtoring the ancient form 
of government, is clear from what one 
of them has already done. For it was 
not a haſty and precipitate, but a very 
deliberate act: every ſtep was taken to 
give it a reſpectable ſanction; not only 
the courts of Vienna and Berlin are de- 
clared to have approved and concurred 
in it, but in the act itſelf thoſe of Stock- 
holm and Copenhagen are named as par- 
ties. Nay, as if proud of the rectitude of 
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her conduct, in the ſame act the empreſs 
declares even the king of Great Britain 
a party; proſtitutes a name for ever ſacred 
to liberty, for the vile purpoſe. of en- 
flaving a free and independent people :— 
« We, ſays the preamble, Catherine em- 
6 preſs of Ruſha, and our allies the kings 
« of Great Britain, Denmark, Sweden, 
« Pruſſia, &c.*— No wonder, fir, that 
when the Ruſſian miniſter reſiding at 
your court, had read the remarks of the 
Confederates on this ſtrange 'code, he 
burnt the book: it was not ſo much 
through indignation at the licence with 
which the empreſs's name is treated, as 
„through fear of the book's falling into 
the hands of the Engliſh miniſtry. He 
did not with them to know. their  ſove- 
reign's name had been uſed to give a 
ſanction to ſuch purpoſes. They indeed 
do not, like the miniſters of Peterſburgh, 
make fo florid a diſplay of the philan- 
thropy of their maſter z they know it to be 
unqueſtionable : they do not parade fo 


much- about his love of juſtice, and his 
6 ſenſe 
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ſenſe of honour; they know it to be 
above ſuſpicion. The Ruſſian knew it, 
I ſuppoſe, too; he was afraid of awaken- 
ing a ſenſibility, which might create an 
enemy, where his court had hitherto found 
a protector. He knew too, that this was 
not the only occaſion, on which the em- 
| preſs had made an unauthoriſed uſe of the 
name of the king of Great Britain, In 
my next letter I ſhall have a ſtronger in- 

ſtance to cite. 7 0 
To render this code till more immut- 
able, Ruſſia guaranties all, and every 
article; and aſſumes the power of pro- 
ceeding againſt every one who ſhall, at 
any time, do any thing contrary to the 
tenor of it, as enemies to their country, 
and the empire of Ruſſia. The deſigns 
then of Ruſſia and her allies are too ap- 
parent; the ſame code is to be confirmed; 
the ancient conſtitution of Poland is no 
more to be heard of. Were it otherwiſe, 
would they not have began by declaring 
this code, and her guaranty null and 
void : without this what is the Poliſh na- 
: tion 
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tion to do? every attempt to make any 
change in it is a declaration of war againſt 
Ruſſia. - | 

There are few poſſible cafes, where the 
guaranty of a foreign power can be ad- 
mitted in matters that concern the inter- 
nal government of a ſtate; and in theſe it 
was never ſuppoſed to go farther than 
protecting that government againſt acts of 
external violence. Thus the ſucceſſion 
to the throne of Great Britain in the 
houſe of Hanover is guarantied by almoſt 
all the great powers of Europe: the rea- 
ſon was, -a pretender to the throne was 
ſupported by a neighbouring power; other 
and nearer branches of the royal family 
exiſted ; they might pretend hereditary 
rights. This guaranty was meant as a 
bar to their claims; and a ſecurity, that 
no foreign power ſhould diſturb the 
order of ſueceſſion eſtabliſhed by the free 
and voluntary act of the nation; but it 
was never underſtood as an act of com- 
pulſion or reſtraint on the nation itſelf. 


It was reſerved to the courts of Peterſ- 
burgh 
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burgh and Berlin to aſſume the power of 
dictating to two free and independent 
people the form of government they 
ſhould obſerve, You have ſeen the effects 
in Poland; in Sweden the people have 
been reduced to the neceſſity of truſting 
an almoſt unlimited authority in the 
hands of their own king, to prevent 
the ſame authority being exerted over 
them, with greater ſeverity, by two fo- 


reign. powers *. 


* When the author called the power entruſted 
to the king of Sweden at the late revolution—— 
an almoſt unlimited authority,“ it is probable 
he had only ſeen the firſt imperfect accounts of 
that revolution, A pamphlet lately publiſhed 
under the title of ©* State Papers relative to the 
& Change of the Conſtitution of Sweden, &e.“ 
which appears authentic, pives a more favourable 
idea of this revolution: and proves, I think, 
beyond a doubt, that the king of Sweden has been 
far from aſſuming an unlimited authority. To give 
only one inſtance : the fortieth article of this con- 
ſtitution ſays : „the king may not make a new 
„% law without the knowledge and conſent of the 
<« ſtates, nor repeal an old one.” — This ſurely is 

L 2 not 
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When the three courts acknowledge, 
that almoſt every vacancy of the throne 
is produQtive of troubles, in which the 
neighbours are involved as well as the 
| Poles, a plain man would expect, that 
they, as co-ſufferers, ſhould exhort the 
nation to relinquiſh a right, which has 
proved fo fatal to them; and eſtabliſh 
a regular ſucceſhon under proper limita- 
tions :—when they acknowledge that the 
great difficulty of obtaining that unani- 
mity, required under the preſent con- 
ſtitution, makes it equally difficult to 
ſettle amicably any difference between 


not the language of deſpotiſm. Let us hear how 
the king of Pruſſia ſpeaks on the ſame ſubject. In 
the Code called the Frederician, Part. I. Book. I. 
Title ii. Sect. 9. he gives the following directions: 
« With reſpect to any orders which we may give 
« from our cabinet, if the courts of juſtice ſhould 
think them contrary to this code, they are to re- 
«< preſent it to us, demand our ulterior orders, and 
conform themſelves to what ſhall in onnſqucacy 
ce thereof be commanded them by us.“ This is 
the genuine language of leſpotiſm, and very differ- 
ent from the other. 


Poland 
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Poland and her neighbours ; one would 
expect, that they again, as co-ſufferers, 
| ſhould exhort the nation to aboliſh an in- 
ſtitution, which deprives the legiſlative 
power of all activity, and robs the exe- 
cutive power of its proper and natural 
functions, ſuch as the command of the 
army, and the power of treating with 
foreign ſtates, &c. When they could no 
longer diſguiſe to themſelves, or the reſt 
of Europe, that the preſent diſtracted 
ſtate of Poland is the effect of their op- 
preſſions, the preſence of their troops, 
and their unnatural guaranty of a code, 
falſly called the real conſtitution, one 
would expect them to forbear theſe op- 
preſſions, recall their troops, and pub- 
licly and authentically deſiſt from their 
guaranty: then indeed we might ſuppoſe 
them ſincere in their wiſhes of reſtoring 
peace, tranquility, and good order to 
Poland : then too their claims might be 
fairly and diſpaſſionately examined. 

L 3 | Upon 
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Dpon what foundation the claims of 
Auſtria and Ruffia ſtand, fir, I profeſs I 
know not. Thoſe of Pruſſia I ſhall exa- 
mine hereafter. I have heard the court 
of Auſtria has publiſhed a deduction of 
her rights; but not having been able to 
procure it, I can ſay nothing to it. 
It will not be difficult in Germany 
to find out ſome learned antiquarian, 
who, covered with the duſt of books and 
records, long fince forgotten, can drag 
from oblivion ſome ancient title, re- 
nounced and cancelled by an hundred ſub- 
ſequent acts; it will not be difficult to 
find a mercenary gazetteer, who will an- 
nounce this diſcovery to the world as a 
monument precious to every lover of 
hiſtory . — But what have the rights of 


* The Gazeteer of the Lower Rhine actually did 
ſo, and procceded to give ſome disjointed extracts 
from this piece: but ſoon grew aſhamed of his 
work; and diſcontinued it, gravely declaring, that 
all Europe was ſo well convinced of the juſtice of 
the Im perial cauſe, that it was not neceſſary to con- 


tinue his extracts, 
ſtates 
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ſtates to do with theſe ? « If, ſays the 
« court of * Warſaw, titles dug out of 
« the obſcurity of ancient times, of thoſe 
« times of ſudden and momentary revo- 
„ lutions, which erected and deſtroyed, 
« ceded and reſtored kingdoms in the 
« ſhort ſpace of a few years, or even 


0 months: —if theſe titles be admitted 


« againſt uninterrupted poſſeſſion of many 
ages, the ſecurity of every ſtate is un- 
dermined; every throne muſt ſhake 
« from its foundation.“ 

Hitherto, fir, the claims of Auſtria and 
Ruſſia are ſupported by no hetter title 
than their reciprocal communication and 
mutual approbation. All I can do, there- 
fore, is to ſee how far theſe claims ex- 
tend; and whether any late treaties be- 
| tween the reſpective courts ſeem to allow, 
or ſuppoſe them, or any thing equivalent 
to them. 
Annexed F you have the ſpeciſications 


* See Abend E. 
+ Appendix B and C. 
3 4. | 01 
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of what they at firſt pretended” to, and 
what has ſince. been taken. You will 
naturally have recourſe to a map; and 
ſo gain a better idea of its extent and 
importance than from any thing I can 
ſay. I muſt own, that I do not tho- 
roughly underſtand whether the empreſs- 
queen lays claim to that particular tract 
of land, or whether ſhe regards it only 
as a portion equivalent to ſuch tracts as 
do of right belong to her,—Her words 
are“ Nos illum tractum terræ tanquam 
* portionem juribus noſtris reſpondentem 
« occupart juſſimus.“ I ſuppoſe the par- 
ticular titles were not yet made out; in 
the mean time that general one of con- 
venience and profit was ſufficient to juſ- 
tify the ſeizure, So much the rather, 
as the empreſs muſt be naturally impa— 
tient to ſecure her carthly poſſeſſions, 
having already almoſt anticipated her 
rights in heaven, In the mauſoleum at 
Vienna I ſaw the preſent empreſs already 
laid in cold marble by her huſband's ſide; 
| [ read 
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I read her epitaph: nothing is wanting 
but the day of her tranflation to the hea- 
venly choir. And a lady, whom ſhe ho- 
noured with the order of Thereſa, whilſt 
J was there, was received in a cabinet 
hung in ſables; and rendered ſtill more 
awful by crucifixes, and death's heads, 
together with the picture of the late em- 
peror taken after his death, and that of 
the empreſs, ſuch as it is ſuppoſed ſhe will 
be, when death ſhall have robbed of all 
its graces, what has been the fineſt perſon 
in Europe.—You ſee, fir, that even ſerip- 
ture itſelf is fallible; it is poſſible at once 
to ſerve God and Mammon; to be very 
heavenly-minded, and rob out neighbours 
at the ſame time; for ſurely the ſeizures 
made in Poland are robberies, 2 
The laſt treaty, fir, in which I find 
any mention of claims from the ſtates of 
Hungary and Bohemia on Poland, was 
made on the 15th of March, 1412 %, be- 
* See Dumont Corps diplomatique, tome ii. p. 
346. 
tween 
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tween Sigiſmund, emperor of the Romans 
and king of Hungary, on the one part; 
and Ladiſlaus Jagiello, king of Poland, 
and his brother Alexander, otherwiſe 
called Withawdus, duke of Lithuania, on 
the other. In this treaty it is ſaid, that 
certain diſputes having arilen between 
Sigiſmund and Ladiſlaus touching the 
provinces of Ruſſia, Podolia, and Molda- 
via, it is agreed, that peace and amity 
ſhall be maintained between the two 
princes during their natural lives, and for 
five years after the death of him, who 
ſhall firſt demiſe; that, in the mean, time, 
Ladiſlaus ſhall remain in full and peace- 
able poſſeſſion of Ruſſia and Podolia; and 
that certain plans, or letters of the barons 
and the reſpective ſtates, there referred to, 
but not cited, ſhall be examined ; and the 

reſpective claims amicably ſettled before 
the expiration of the aforeſaid term, 
On the $th of November, in the ſame 
year of 1412, another treaty was made be- 
tween the two princes, by which the pro- 
vince 
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vince of Zipſk, with all its towns, lands, 
caſtles, and appurtenances, was put into 
the hands of Ladiſlaus, as a ſecurity for 
the payment of a certain ſum of money 
which ſum never having been paid, the 
the kings of Poland remained in poſſeſſion 
of the ſaid province, till the preſent year, 
when the empreſs invented a new way of 
paying debts, Now, fir, if the rights of 
Sigiſmund to the provinces of Ruſſia and 
Podolia were juſtly founded, it ſeems very 
extraordinary, that he ſhould not rather 
have ceded theſe rights, as an indemnifica- 
tion for the ſums due to Ladiſlaus, than 
have put one of his own indiſputed pro- 
vinces into the hands of Poland: yet no 
ſuch propoſition was made, nor in this 
ſecond treaty is any notice taken of claims 
on Poland. 

From that time to the year 1589, the 
emperors, in their quality of heads of the 
empire, formed different pretenſions on 
Poland; all which were ſolemnly renounc- 
ed by a treaty in the year 1589; and, in 
| conſe- 
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conſequence of that renunciation, Maxi- 
milian, ſon of Rodolph TI. who had been 
taken priſoner by the Poles, obtained his 
8 e, ee 
From this laſt period to the preſent 
times, we meet' with ſeveral 'treaties be- 
tween the emperors, kings of Hungary 
and Bohemia, on the one part; and the 
kings of Poland on the other ; in'no one 
of which, as far as I remember, is men- 
tion made of theſe claims on Poland ; 
unleſs it be, of which I am not certain, 
in one of the temporary treaties made 
during the war with Sweden, terminated 
by the peace of Oliva. Should ſuch men- 
tion be found there, the houſe of Auſtria 
cannot avail itſelf of it; for you will ſee 
preſently, that all claims in conſequence 
of theſe treaties have been formally re- 
nounced. Treaties of mutual defence and 
ſuccour were ſigned in the years 1614, 
1627. In the year 1647, the duchies of 
Ratibor and Oppelen were mortgaged by 
the emperor Ferdinand III. to Ladiſlaus IV. 
king 
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king of Poland, for one million one 
hundred thouſand; florins. The mort- 
gage of Zipſk was confirmed, I think, by 
the ſame emperor, who received a ſecond 
ſum of money upon it; and added this 
clauſe to the original obligation, that in 
caſe of non-redemption at a ſtipulated 
time, the original debt . ſhould be doubled 


every year, or the province remain foy 


ever in poſſeſſion of Poland. 


Another treaty, of alliance, offenſive and 


defenſive, was ſigned in the year 1657. 
In the year 1660, was concluded the 


the peace of Oliva; where, if ever, the 


emperor ſhould have produced his claims; 
ſince this was a general treaty, meant to 
re-eſtabliſh the peace of the North, and 
ſettle for ever the claims of all the con- 
tracting parties. 


In the year 1677 another treaty was 
concluded between the emperor Leopold, 


and John Sobieſki king of Poland; where, 


inſtead of any claim on the republic, we 


find the following ſtrong clauſe: “ Pra - 
DE terca 


158 LETTERS CONCERNING THE 

4 terea-nullus noſtrùm ad alterius regna, 
& principatus, vel dominia , vel 
4 anhilare deber *.“ 

In the year 168 3; a ſecond treaty of 
alliance offenſive and defenſive was en- 
tered into by the ſame princes; one ar- 
ticle of which is f: | 

« Itidem ſua majeſtas Cæſarea præten⸗ 
te ſiones extractatu tempore belli Sue- 
ec cici occaſione ſubſidiorum facto re- 
&« ſultantes annihilat: de hiſque 8. R. 
% majeſtatem, & rempublicam totaliter 
& quietat; diploma ex ſenatũs conſilio 
« emanatum de electione nullum decla- 
„ rat,” - (by which the Poles had en- 
gaged to elect a prince of the houſe of 
Auſtria ;—) “ eidem renuntiat, regnoque 
« Polonix ejuſque liberis ſuffragiis, reſti- 
te tuit: et hypothecam, ſi quæ eſt, in- 
« ſcriptiones & prætenſiones ad ſalis fo- 


* See this treaty in Dupont Corps dipl. tom. 


vii. p. 332 | 
+ Sce this treaty, ib. tom. vii. part. ii. p. 62. 


« dinas 
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“ dinas Vielicenſes integrè remittit, in 
« perpetuum & annihilat.” Theſe very 
ſalt mines are a part of the late ſeizure in 
Poland. —The treaty adds Ab utrin- 
que ſublatis in perpetuum prætenſioni- 
« bus, omnes præſens conjunctio exclu- 
dat ſcrupulos, & confidentiæ obices.” 
In caſe of the Turks beſieging Vienna, 
or Cracow, then the imperial and royal 
_ armies were to join, in order to raiſe the 
ſiege : otherwiſe, each ſtate to defend its 
own frontiers; that is to ſay, the em- 
peror, Hungary; and the king, Podolia 
and Kaminiec.— It appears then, that the 
elaims of the emperor on Podolia were 
relinquiſhed. 
A remarkable clauſe in this treaty is, 
that neither party ſhall obtain or accept 
a diſpenſation from the pope for break- 
ing their oath.—In theſe days princes are 
not ſuperſtitious enough to allow this diſ- 
penſing power of the pope : it may be- 
come a queſtion, however, whether ſo- 
| ciety 
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ciety are gainers, now it ſeems "ny 


prince can be a pope to himſelf. 
Gratitude has rarely been the virtue of 


princes; moſt rarely of princes of the 


houſe of Auſtria, If it were, that houſe 
would be particularly delicate in fulfill- 
ing in the ampleſt manner, not only the 
letter, but the ſpirit of this laſt treaty. 
To this treaty they owe their exiſtence ; 
to this treaty was it owing, that while 
the proud and cowardly Leopold fled 
with his trembling family to Lintz, So- 


bieſki flew to their aſſiſtance, engaged 


the Turks, forced their camp, drove 
them to flight, and reſtored his capital 
to the ſucceſſor of the Cæſars; who, re- 
covering his pride with his fortunes, ſpent 
two whole days in confidering how he 


ſhould meet his gallant deliverer, with- 


out deſcending from his dignity ; and at 
laſt, fixed the grateful and hoſpitable in- 

terview in the open fields. 
From this deduction, fir, it appears, 
that the ſtates of — and Bohemia 
| Dave 
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have formed no pretenſions on Poland 
ſince the year 1412; that in none of the 
treaties made ſince, on ſo many different 
occaſions, theſe pretenſions are repeated; 
that one treaty contains a formal and ge- 
neral renunciation of all pretenſions what- 
ever. Poland then has to plead an unin- 
terrupted and undiſputed poſſeſſion of 
near four hundred years. What better 
title other ſtates can produce, I profeſs I 
know not. If to this you add the letter 
written by the reigning empreſs, to the 
reigning king of Poland, in the month 
of January, 1771, mentioned in my laſt, 
and referred to in the annexed anſwer *, 
you will know what to think of the juſ- 
tice of her imperial majeſty's claims and 
pretenſions. And as neither you, nor I, 
fir, are to ſhare in the ſpoils, it is proba- 
ble our verdict would be different from 
that of the intercommunicating and co- 
approving parties. 

In refuting the claims of the empreſs 
of Ruſſia, it would not perhaps be neceſ- 


See Appendix, E. ä 
fray 
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ſary to cite any other act than the decla- 
rations made by her preſent majeſty; the 


rather, as I am told, ſhe founds her 


claims on the expences incurred in the 
preſent war. And this would be perfect- 
ty, conſonant to the general ſpirit of her 
proceedings, ſinee her unexpected acceſ- 


ſion to the throne of Ruſſia. AH 


However, fir, let us go back as. far as 


the firſt of January, 1667*, A truce 


was then concluded: between Jean Caſi- 
mir, king of Poland, and the czar Alexis 
Michaelowitz ; the bounds. between Ruſ- 
ſia and Poland fixed; the very portion 
now occupied by the empreſs aſſigned to 
Poland; the town and citadel of Kiovia 
promiſed to be reſtored to Poland within 
two years; and a time fixed for changing 
this truce into a perpetual : peace. Three 
years afterwards a congreſs was held for 
this purpoſe ; but difficulties ariſing, this 
ſalutary work was not effected: the mi- 
niſters contented themſelves with con- 
firming the articles of the truce. In the 
® Sce Appendix, D. 
1 year 
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year 1672, it was again renewed and con- 
firmed. In tlie year 1678, it was again 
renewed and prolonged. The czar gave 
up a part of his former acquiſitions, and 
reſtored to Poland the diſtricts of Seibiz, 
Nevel, and Wielicz; and engaged be- 
ſides to pay to the republic one million of 
Poliſh flozins. 

In the year 1686, a treaty of perpe= 
tual peace was concluded ; in which the 
ſame limits are fixed, the reſtitution only 
of the town and citadel of Kiovia except= 
ed: commiſſaries were to be named to fix 
the limits on that fide; and Ruſſia to pay 
one million five hundred thouſand florins 
to Poland“. 

The Poles inſiſted on a farther com- 
penſation for the town and citadel of 
Kioviaz and the fifth article of the treaty 
concluded at Narva, in the year 1704, 
ſtipulated, that the czar ſhould cede to 
Poland all that part of Livonia, which 


* gee extracts from his treaty in Dumont Corps 
diplom. tome vii, part, ii, p. 125, 


M 2 be 
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he ſhould conquer from Sweden, belong- | 
ing of right to Poland. —An article never 
fulfilled. 

It is therefore clear, ſir, that the em- 
preſs of Ruſſia has no foundation for her 
claims in ancient treaties. Thoſe I have 
| cited annul and make void any preceding 
=i- claims, if any ſuch there were. She her- 
ſelf underſtood it ſo, when, as I have al- 
* ready obſerved in my firſt letter, ſhe ſo 
ſolemnly guarantied to Poland all its terri- 
tories .: Quz vel jure poſſidendæ, vel 
« actu poſſidentur.“ 

Should her majeſty, as it is now pre- 
tended, lay any claim of indemnification 
for the expences incurred in the preſent 
war, the anſwer is plain; Who deſired 
her to make it? Becauſe ſhe has thrown 
a kingdom into confuſion, muſt that very 
kingdom indemnify her? Could this 
queſtion be anſwered in the affirmative, 
which ſurely it cannot, — ſhe has formally 
ſolemnly, and repeatedly renounced this 


reſource as unworthy of her honour, diſ- 
q inter- 
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intereſtedneſs, and magnanimity, —In 
the declarations publiſhed in her name, 
and by her order, on the 26th of March, 
1767, the Ruſſian ambaſſador expreſſes 
himſelf in the following ſtrong terms : 

« Envy would exert itſelf in vain in 

* attributing to the empreſs any private 
« view contrary to the independence and 
<« intereſts of the republic. Her majeſty 
© believes herſelf far above all ſuſpicion ; 
« and it is only from an exceſs of at- 
« tention, and in condeſcenſion to the 
_« delicacy of a republican government— 
&« delicacy, which ſhe will always be found 
to reſpe&t,—that ſhe declares, ſhe forms 
no pretenſions on the republic; that, far 
6 from ſeeking her own aggrandiſement 
« in the troubles which agitate Poland, 
« her only view is to ſtop them, at the 
every moment they ſeem ready to burſt 
« forth with redoubled violence. If, not- 
« withſtanding her care, and the invitation 
« ſhe makes to the Poliſh nation, to co- 
„operate with her in eſtabliſhing a peace 
„ at 


dat once neceſſary and advantageous, the 

« ſpirit of party and diſcord ſhould in- 
« yolve Poland in the horrors of a civi! 
ce war ; if this civil war ſhould give riſe 
6« to a ſoreign one, by which the poſ- 
6c ſeſſions of the republic may be endan- 
« gered, —the empreſs guaranties to Po- 
&« land all her poſſeſſions; and will never 
« conſent to a peace with any foreign 
te power, but upon thoſe terms; nor will 
« ſhe ever deſiſt from her purpoſe of eſta- 
a bliſhing the government on ſuch a 
« footing as may ſecure the great point 
« the has in view; —the happineſs of 
« every citizen in a free and independent 
& ſtate.— 

From this declaration, fir, you ſee that 
the empreſs foreſaw her deſigns on Po- 
land would be revolting to the nation ; 
—that a civil war might be the firſt con- 
ſequence ;—and a foreign one the next. 
— She foreſaw then every thing which 
has happened: and with all this before 
ner eyes, ſtill ſhe declares ſhe has no 


pre- 


PRESENT\STATE OF | POLAND. 167 


pretenſions on Poland; and, under all 
theſe poſſible circumſtances, guaranties to 
the republic all its poſſeſſions. If you, 
ſir, can invent ſtronger terms of renun- 
ciation to every thing ſince pretended to, 
you have found out a > language hitherto 

unknown, 
A part of what the empreſs had 3 
ſeen came very ſoon to paſs. The na- 
tion, when it was too late, began to 
ſuſpect her deſigns. Many ſenators ſpoke 
againſt them in the ſenate with great 
warmth. The ambaſſador from Ruſſia, 
in defiance of every law of nations, or- 
dered his troops to ſeize and carry off 
four of them to Ruſſia; where, if alive, 
they ſtill are priſoners. On the next day 
he thought proper to avow the act by a 
declaration to the diet; he did not at- 
tempt to juſtify it; he ſimply announced 
it. But he concludes his declaration, by 
aſſuring the diet, in the name, and by or- 
der of the empreſs, that « ſhe has no- 
thing in view but the good of the re- 
-. 0 4 public; 
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« public; and will continue her ſuccour 
« towards obtaining this -end, without 
“ any view to her own intereſt or emolu- 
& ment; deſiring nothing more than the 
« ſafety, happineſs, and liberty. of the 
« Poliſh nation; all whoſe poſleſſions ſhe 
&« puarantics, as well as its laws and go- 
e vernment.“ 

The ſieur Pſarſki, reſident TOE Po- 
land at Peterſburgh, had orders to de- 
mand the liberty and return of the ſena- 
tors, ſeized in ſo unprecedented a manner. 
The prime miniſter of Ruſſia, more com- 
plaiſant than the ambaſſador, enters in- 
to a long detail of the reaſons, which 
had forced the empreſs to take ſo unuſual 
a ſtep; and ſtill forced her to refuſe the 
demand in favour of the priſoners. The 
clemency, generoſity, magnanimity, and 
diſintereſtedneſs of the empreſs are Paint- 
ed in the ſtrongeſt and livelieſt colours; 
the whole concludes by a ſolemn declara- 
tion, that The more formidable are 
the difficulties, which oppoſe the exe- 
| c cution 
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e cution of the great plan, undertaken by 
« the empreſs and republic, the greater 
«wilt be her ' prudence, firmneſs,” and 
e cireumſpection in the application of her 
fſuccours; that, ſeconded by, and en- 
« tirely confiding in the hearty concur- 
« rence of the republic, ſhe hopes ſoon 
« to ſee Poland perfectly free, happy, and 
« quiet; this is the object of all her 
« wiſhes, this her only recompence, this 
« the ſummit of her ambition; which 
eis unadulterated by any view of private 
<« intereſt.” „ 
The other event, foreſeen by the em- 
preſs, happened about a year afterwards. 
The Porte declared war againſt her“. Her 


It has been ſaid, that when the Porte declared 
war againſt Ruſſia, the empreſs offered the command 
of her army to the king of Poland; and his majeſty 
has been blamed for declining it. But the ſituation 
of the king was ſingular. Ruſſia had at that time 


exerted, acts of violence, and even tyranny againſt 


Poland; by the code mentioned above, ſhe had en- 
deavoured to perpetuate the ſervility of the Poles: it 
was profeſſedly to ſnatch them from this ſtate of ab- 

ject 
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intereſt ſtill required a certain degree of 
diſſimulation. She thought it right to 


ject dependence upon Ruſſia, that the Porte declared 
war againſt her; and though ſhe declared war at the 
ſame time againſt the king of Poland, it was againſt 
him perſonally, and not againſt the nation: and the 
act itſelf proceeded from wrong information: to 
have joined with Ruſſia at that moment might have 
been cenſured as ſacrificing the good of his country 
to his own perſonal ſecurity. Add, that the propo- 
ſitions made by Repnin in the name of the empreſs 
were by no means clear, or preciſe; and that the 
empreſs would not plainly deſiſt from her guaranty 
of the ſtrange code referred to in this Letter, 
The event ſeems to have proved, that, politically 
ſpeaking, the propoſition ought perhaps to have been 
accepted; though it is by no means clear: but let 
the patriot determine what he would have done un- 
der the ſame circumſtances, And let me be per- 
mitted to obſerve how inconſiſtently thoſe men rea- 
ſon, who can, in the fame breath, condemn the king 

of Poland for not having headed the armies of a fo- 
reign prince univerſally regarded by his ſubjects as 
their greateſt and bittereſt enemy; without a cer- 
tain proſpect of freeing them for the weight of a 
foreign yoke :—and at the ſame time blame the 
king of Sweden for employing the national ſtrength, 
and with the free conſent of his people, directing it 


in ſuch a channel, as appeared moſt proper to reſcue 
his 
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confirm a-new the ſame declarations of 
generolity and diſintereſtedneſs. Accord- 
ingly, on the 14th of May, 1769, Gal- 
litzin, commander i in chief of her forces, 
publiſhed a manifeſto, artfully drawn up, 
in terms calculated to widen the breach 
between the two parties of the nation; 
an inconſiderate and haſty propoſition, 
made without authority, by two of the 
principal Confederates, to cede a part of 
Poland to the Turk, is repeatedly men- 
tioned as the act of the whole confedera- 


his people from the ſame yoke, held over them by 
the ſame ambitious powers. 

There is no art unemployed by the Pruſſian emiſ- 
ſaries to throw accumulated blame on the king of 
Poland. They have given out that he very early 
made ſecret propoſals to the court of Berlin, offer- 
ing to ſacrifice his connections with Ruſſia, pro- 
vided the king of Pruſſia would join him againſt 
her: nothing can be falſer, and more totally void 
of foundation. In Poland he holds another lan- 
guage; and ſays it is to the averſion which the king 
of Poland has to all the meaſures and intereſts of 
Berlin, that the Poles owe the weight-of their pre- 
ſent misfortunes, 


tion. 


— e wt 4_ 2 


Ss £ 


— . 
e 


— — . — ſ — 
* —& RES — OE” bog ö 


4 
1 
1:10 
. 
44 
#% 
j 
14 
al 
of „ 
| 
{17 
4 
H 
. 
ö 
BF 
L 
bi 
4 
1. 
14 
15 
1 
1 
} 
1 
vt 
* 
5 1 2 
0 N. 1 
| . 
4 
4 8 
01,1 
11 
i 
i 
nt 
1 
4 
f 
1.4 
= 
| | 1 
| \ 
1 N 
i: 
i 
| 
15 
i 
f 
9 
CY 
i} 
U 
0 
1 
þ 


— — — tA — (ͤv— 
Sr EE | 09 r 


PP 


3 r nan - 
— — — on o——eethn ee o— 


1 ' . ; e 4 + 
5 1 * 1 9 * 4 + .\% 
} * z * , 2 { 1 1 # { , 


172 LeTTERs CoxceRNING THE | 
5 101! 


tion. The e pains of 0 
CZArian majeſty to eſtabliſh order and good 
government are diſplayed in all the pomp 
of declamation. It is declared, The 
« Ruſlian, army is about to fight, not ſo 
“much for the intereſt and glory of her 
ce imperial majeſty, as for the liberties 
« and poſſeſſions of Poland; the inte- 
« grity of which is the perpetyal object 
&« of her majeſty's attention.” 

Read theſe declarations, fir, with at- 
tention, weigh the force of the terms, 
conſider the circumſtances under Which 


they were publiſhed; and then tell me 


with what face the empreſs of Ruſſia can 
now lay any claim to the poſſeſſions of 


Poland. 


In all the public as of the miniftry of 
Peterſburgh, every occaſion is ſeized to 
diſplay, in the moſt pompous manner, 
the equity, clemency, diſintereſtedneſs, 
generoſity, and magnanimity of the em- 
preſs. Thus in the paper, given by Pa- 


nin to Piarſki, mentioned above, Poland 
in 
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in particular, and all Europe in general 
are appealed to, as witneſſes of her ma- 
jeſty's moderation and clemency in the 
government of her own people; Panin 
adds, —“ If, therefore, in the govern- 
« ment of her own ſtates, for which her 
« majeſty is accountable to God alone, ſhe 
« has never deviated from thoſe princi- 
« ples of equity and moderation, how is 
« it poſſible to ſuppoſe ſhe ſhould allow 
« herſelf to diſpenſe with them, in her 
« intercourſe with a free and independent 
« nation, in whoſe affairs ſhe can inter- 
« poſe only as a friend and ally? Here 
« the has for witneſſes of her conduct, 
« not only the people whom ſhe ſuccours, 
« but all the nations of the earth, whoſe 


eyes are fixed upon her: here ſhe can- 
« not avail herſelf of perſonal authority, : 


« without forfeiting that confidence her 
« yirtues alone can inſpire.” 

Had I, fir, the ear of the Ruſſian mi- 
niſtry, I ſhould adviſe them to be more 
ſparing of this kind of declamation for 


the 
6 
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the future. An impartial public may be 
apt to draw concluſions not quite fo fa- 
vourable to her imperial majeſty : when, 
notwithſtanding this parade of virtue, 
and public faith, they ſee her, without | 
| heſitation, and without ſcruple, break 
through every law of nations and of natu- 
ral equity ; they may begin to think that 
patriotiſm ſhe ſo often affects, and which 
alone had ſtopped the hand of cenſure, 
lifted high at her manner of mounting 
the throne of Ruſſia, to be. as ideal and 
chimerical as her pretenſions to public 
faith. Nor will directions, however well 
compiled, for drawing up a code not yet 
perfected, be ſufficient to reſcue her from 
that cenſure. 06 
I am apt to think too, her political 
knowledge will ſoon, very ſoon, be held 
in as queſtionable a light as her huma- 
nity, generoſity, and diſintereſtneſs. The 
king of Pruſſia reigns with the ſame deſ- 
potiſm at Peterſburgh as at Berlin. 
Hence all her efforts to make peace with 
the 
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the Porte are vain : hence her friendſhip 
with your court is every day weakened; 
hence ſhe is on the eve of war with 
Sweden, and perhaps with Denmark: 
when ſhe ſtands thus friendleſs, and alone, 
againſt a hoſt of foes, the king of Pruſ- 
ſia may perhaps follow the example of 
the great elector; change his alliances 
as his intereſts change; connect himſelf 
with her enemies; and make himſelf 
maſter of Samogitia, Courland, Semigal- 
lia, and Livonia, The empreſs may then 
find, when it is too late, how fatal her 
miſtake has been, in giving into the very 
meaſure ſhe- made the chief pretext of 
dethroning her huſband—that of joining 
with the natural enemy of her country, 

In the mean time, fir, it is ridiculous 
to ſee by what little arts he has worked 
himſelf into her confidence: her pic 
ture is hung up in his audience-cham- 
ber; he looks, up to it, encircled by his 
officers, with that fort of awe, with 
which a zealous Catholic regards his pa- 

0 tron- 
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tron-ſaint ; he talks of her as of a bei 
ſuperior to mortality. And lately, fir, 

a letter, written to his ſiſter, of 1 AN 
E. affectedly been made public; 
which he declares his attachment to 
empreſs of Ruſſia to be ſo ſirong. oh 
he is ready to facrifiee to it the, ties of 
friendſhip, and of blood.—Thele are the 
very artifices by which many a prudent 
wife governs, whilſt ſhe ſeems to obey a 
lordly huſband. 

The manner in which the three courts 
announce their claims, is perfectly of a 
piece with the reſt of this ſtate- per- 
formance, They allow the conſequences 
of their having interfered in' the affairs 
of Poland to have been, that „ laws, 

and order, and public ſafety, and juſ- 
e tige, and police, and commerce, are 
« all gone to ruin; and therefore not be- 
« jng able to promiſe themſelves in fu- 
« ture periods the ſame happy eoncur- 
„ rence,)-of honeſt inellnations on their 
part, and contuſion and debility on the- 


N, I 
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part of the Poles,— they are deter- 


« mined now to aſſert their ancient 
« rights and claims, which they ſhall be 
« ready to juſtify in time and place by 
4 ſolid reaſons:“ that is, if on ſo grave 
a ſubject, we may be allowed to pun with 
your Milton, 

« Reaſons of weight, 


* Of hard contents, and full of force 


te urged home.” 
And, in the mean time, that no doubt 
may remain of the lawfulneſs and juſtice 


of theſe claims,. —“ they have reciprocally 


% communicated them,” and—what is 
truly wonderful, and almoſt incredible, 
„are mutually convinced of the juſtice 
« of them.” After ſo fair a diſquiſition 
of their rights, nothing fo natural, as to 
take immediate and effectual poſſeſſion 
4 of proper indemnifications,”-——The 
whole would have been complete, could 
they immediately have fixed each its 
quota 1—but there, it ſeems, either their 


— were at a loſe ; —or their ad- 
N vocates 
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vocates were undetermined j — or they 
had not examined, with ſufficient atten- 
tion, the effect their proceedings might 
have on the reſt of Europe: - they choſe 
to leave it to the chapter of chances: 
the quotas are to be given hereafter.— 
Tell me, ſir, is this the language of three 
great princes; or is it the ſtyle of a 
Rolland, and a Cartouche, of the lawleſs 
chiefs of lawleſs banditti ? 
States, it ig true, have no earthly 
judge to appeal to; where juſlice there» 
fore is demanded and refuſed, they muſl 
do juſtice to themſelves, But it was re- 
ſerved to theſe equitable powers to do 
juſtice to themſelves in this ſummary way, 
without having demanded it. The laws 
of all civilized nations ordain, that, pre- 
vious to any act of violence, a demand of 
Juſtice ſhall be made, and that demand 
refuſed, Natural equity dictated this 
clauſe. of the law of nations. Suppoſing 
therefore their elaims juſt; ſtill the man- 
ner of aſſerting them is unjuſt, odious, 
= . contrary 
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contrary to the rights. of nature and na- 
tions, and founded on a principle deſtruc- 
tive of all ſociety. 

The ſecond principle, they ſuppoſe, is 
equally indefenſible: that there is no 
preſcription between ſovereigns; and that 
poſſeſſion, however long, gives no title 
of right *®—Some of the greateſt writers 
have ſaid, that preſcription is the patron 
of mankind z and ſurely with good rea» 
lon, In private life its right is allowed, 
and univerſally acknowledged! in public 
concerns it cannot be of leſs importance, 
unleſs the ſafety of ſtates be leſs impor» 
tant than that of individuals; unleſs the 
lives and properties of millions be of leſs 
concern than the fortunes of a few, But 
theſe new interpreters of the laws of na- 
tions aſſert, that inſtead of being a bar 
to future claims, preſcription is a juſt 


„„ Were the dæmon of diſcord to ariſe (ſaid 
one of the greateſt men in Europe, ſpeaking of this 
very act) „ he could not have broached a doctrine 
* more fatal to the peace of mankind,” 


N 2 pretence 
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pretence for extending them: they claim 
not omy what they ſay did onee be- 
long to them of right, but ten times as 
much, as an indemnification for non-en- 
joyment during fo many centuries. They 
had, Heaven 'knows when, a right to a 
village, and they take à province; to a 

town, and they ſeize a kingdom. 
Another principle, eſtabliſhed by theſe 
righteous powers 1s, that recent, folemn, 
and explicit treaties cannot annut- obſcure, 
ancient, and diſputable claims. A prin- 
eiple, which, if admitted, would at once 
deſtroy all commerce between man and 
man, between nation and nation; and 
which gives an air of ridicule, as well as 
tyranny to their preſent demands of the 
ratification of their pretended rights; '' 

" You have read, fir, the deus f | 

Ruſſia during the preſent troubles in Po- 
land; the Anti-Machiavel, attributed to 
the king of Pruſſia; the refcript addreſſed 
to the king of Great Britain, and the me- 
n diſtributed by the empreſs- queen 
* L through 
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through. all the, courts of Europe, when 
the king of Pruſſia firſt, developed his 


5 future plan of | conduct, by the ſeizure of 


Sileſia. Would you think it poſſible, far, 
that theſe had been written by the ſame 
hand as wrote the preſent Manifeſto? 
The court of Warſaw has not been able 
to refute the claims of the three courts, 
becauſe the foundations of thoſe claims 
are not yet made known. 7 Ke 
A counter-declaration has been oaths 
liſhed, /3 in which all is ſaid that can be 
ſaid, till the uſurpers explain themſelves 
more. fully. But unleſs other nations 
eſpouſe the cauſe, whatever may be ſaid, 
or proved, by the court of Warſaw, will 
avail but little. The three uſurping po- 
tentates are, {to uſe the words of one of 
them) * des grands Dialecticiens: ce font 
« des nne qui . a coup de 
«© maſſue.” 
Though the- n powers are thus 
evidently convicted of the moſt flagrant 
BIN * See Appendix, E. 5 
— 4 breach 
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oath of allegiance, which all are then to 
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breach of public faith, you wotild'at leaſt 
expect them to be particularly careful in 
obſerving that general law of all 'tivilized 
nations, to lighten as much as poſſible to 
individuals the burthen of public calami- 
ties. No, fir, they ſeem determined not 
to redeem the good opinion of mankind 
by any one act of juſtice, or equity. Do 
not take my word for this harſh aſſertion; 
judge from facts. In every town, place, 
or country taken in open and honourable 
war, a certain time is allowed the inha- 
bitants and landholders to diſpoſe of their 


lands and eſtates, and retire where they 


ſee fit, unleſs, of their own free motion, 
they ſubmit themſelves to the new maſter, 
But theſe juſt and equitable powers have 
not left this reſource to the proprictors of 
lands and eſtates in the uſurped provinces. 
In thoſe uſurped by Auſtria, they are 
commanded to come and live upon their 
lands; and demean themſelves as dutiful 
ſubjects, till the day fixed for taking the 


take 
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take under pain of | confiſcation. The 
empreſs of Ruſſia, ever affecting an equi- 
ty and moderation to which her heart is 
a ſtranger, allows the term of three 
months :—ſhe knew :no poſſible advan- 


tage could accrue from this affected con- 


deſcenſion: many of the landholders are 
in foreign parts; and could not, if they 
would, return within the time preſcribed ; 


no purchaſer could be found in ſo ſhort a 


ſpace ; under ſuch unſettled circumſtances, 
and till their claims have been finally ſet- 
tled with the court of Warſaw, the right 
of ſovereignty is uncertain; common juſ- 
tice required therefore, that no act of al- 
legiance ſhould be demanded till then: 
and from that time, not from the moment 
of the ſeizure, a term, not of three months, 
but of two years, ought to have been 
allowed the poſſeſſors to diſpoſe of their 
effects. On the contrary, the empreſs of 
Ruſſia has already confiſcated more than 
twenty thouſand pounds ſterling a- year, 
belonging to the family of the Czarto- 

© 6g ryſkis 
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ry{kis alone, | And what zendered this aft: 
of injuſtice, ſtill more remarkable, id, that! 
the two princes, who, poſſefſed: theſe lands, i 
axe . uncles to the king, of an advanced! 
age, enjoying the firſt, poſts in the! ſtate, 
and were not apprized of the empreſas 
order for à perſonal appearance, time 
enough to have tranſported themſelves 
to the place fixed upon for taking the 
oath, even had they been diſpoſed to it. 
The empreſs- queen has already confiſcat - 
ed all the eſtates of the count Kicki * 
the ſame reaſon. 77 
Let me cite you another fad, finds 
ſupport of my aſſertion. There ate in 
Poland many fiefs, known under the 
name of Staroſties, Advocaties, &. They 
are in the gift of the crown: the king 
can neither retain, nor ſell them. They 
were conſidered and intended as indem- 
nifications for expences incurred, or ſer- 
vices rendered to the ſtate. Some Pros 
vifion of this fort was the more neceſſary 
in ee as the officers. of the ſlate. 
531 | and 
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and the houſhold have no ſalaries, nor 
feces: Ihe Statoſts, & e. were tenatitꝭ for 
leg or they might, with the previous eon · 
ſent af the king, diſpoſe of them for a 
valuable conſideration to another, he 
thon became tenant for life in the place 
of che original nominee. Many of the 
actual poſſeſſors had thus bought in at 
eight, ten, or even twelve years purchaſe. 
Did not equity and humanity demand, 
fir, that either they ſhould be left in the 
undiſturbed poſſeſſion of eſtates thus ac- 
quired, during their natural lives, or 
ſome compenſation be made them? No, 
ſir, theſe humane and equitable princes 
have thought it right and juſt, to ſeize 
upon theſe lands, and re-unite them to 
their 4 reſpective crowens, as part of th eir | 
ancient demeſnes “k. 1 Aan 
„Mahftt 286 BSH ie DOTS DITEII. n 
Since the firſt publication of this letter, it is 
ſaid, that the empreſs - queen has publiſhed x more fa- - 
vourable edict on. this head. But at the ſame time, 
not to have an? merit of ſupererogation, has con- 


fiſcated the' lands, &c. of count Branicki, pro- 
8 feſſedly 
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I ſhall not, at preſent, fir, enter into 
the particulars of the king of Pruſſia's 
conduct. I deſtine my next letter entirely 
to him. His ſeizures are of immediate 
and great importance to every maritime 
and commercial ſtate. In the mean time, 
I muſt only hint to you, that the em- 
preſſes have taken him for their model: 
not content with ſeizing what they at 
firſt laid claim to, they are appropriating 
other very conſiderable tracts. We ſhould 
be apt to regard this, ſir, as a verification 
of the old proverb; * Que l' appetit vient 
teen mangeant.” Her antiquarians and 
hiſtorians will, on the contrary, be: ſur- 
priſed at the chain of evidence, which has 
led them to diſcover ſuch ene and 
well-founded claims, 5 
That the king of Pruſſia mould hs 
the ſyſtem of robbers and free-booters 


feſledly and avowedly for no other reaſon than 
having, in conſequence of an order from the king 
and ſenate, acted as miniſter at the court of Ver- 
ſailles; where he was ſent in order to endeavour 
to engage the aſſiſtance and good offices of France. 


can- 
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cannot ſiirpriſe us; his circumſtances and 
theirs are preciſely the ſame; he has no 
| other way of acquiring conſequence he 
has openly and ſteadily purſued it, from 
the moment the crown "devolved to him 
to this hour; but that two ſuch powers 
as Auſtria and Ruſſia ſhould ſtoop to be 
his tools in ſuch a work is indeed amaz- 
ing. The beginning of the emperor's 
reign ſeemed to promiſe a great and equit- 
able prince; his preſent conduct muſt 
therefore render him ten- fold more odious. 
The vice of hypocriſy, equally hurtful to 
the honour, and intereſt of a ſovereign, 
will for ever deſtroy the confidence of 
his allies, his neighbours, the members 
of the empire, 10 even of bis own 
er res | ; 

The Manifeſto of the three courts ſpeaks 
of the meaſures adopted, as equally ne- 
ceſſary, not only to prevent the diſſolu- 
tion of Poland, but alſo to preſerve the 
mutual harmony and friendſhip between 
them; and this laſt object is aſſerted to 

be 
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be of the | higheſt importance to all Eu- 
rope; and in good truth ſo it is, though 
in a different ſenſe from theirs: what 
was ſaid of the triumvirs at Rome, is 
ſtrictly applicable to them: — not their 
diſſenſion, but their union is fatal to Eu- 
rope. The ſecret treaty made about four 
years ſince, between the courts Peterſ- 
burgh and Berlin, by which the then 
form of government in Sweden was gua- 
rantied and declared immutable; preten- 
ſions talked of on other ſtates of Ger- 
many; a demand, never relinquiſhed, of 
near a million ſterling which Pruſſia forms 
on England, and which he may, ere 
long, be bold enough to pay himſelf 
from the eleQoral dominions: — theſe, and 
many more circumſtances concur as proofs, 
that the deſign of theſe powers is to ſub- 
mit all the reſt of Germany to their yoke; 
all tend to repreſent the preſent unnatural 
alliances as a league of the northern againſt 
the ſouthern powers of Europe. | 

e EAI | | If 
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If they be permitted not only to keep 
poſſeſſion of what they claim, but to 
extend, as they are extending tlieir uſur- 
pations in Poland; and to tie up the 
hands of the republie ſo as to prevent 
her ever emerging from her preſent ſtate 
of weakneſs and diſorder - what can be 
expected, but that occaſion will ſoon be 
created, and eagerly embraced, to ſeize 
upon the reſt; and that the final loſs 
of Poland will be the ſignal for the ruin 
of the whole Germanic body? What ſe- 
curity have Denmark and Sweden, the 
ſtates of Germany and Holland, the can- 
tons of Switzerland, and princes of Italy, 
that this alliance will not be as fatal to 
them as to Poland? . 
he cauſe of Poland is now become 
the cauſe of all Europe; and eſpecially 
of the ſtates of the ſecond order; they 
ought to feel, that nothing but an im- 
mediate and firm league can ſecure them 
againſt the tyranny and ambition of three 
ſuch powers, who are evidently preparing 
yokes for them all. The commercial 


and 
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* 


and maritime ſtates are almoſt equally 

intereſted in the fate of Poland ; and in 
the probable conſequences of this ſtrange 

alliance. In a word, we may apply to 

all the ſouthern powers of Europe the 

words of the Manifeſto: it is high time 

they © ſhould lay aſide the ſpirit of diſ- 

« cord and deluſion,” and ere it be too 

late, unite in ſtopping a torrent, which 
threatens to overwhelm them all. 
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CONCERNING THE 
PRESENT STATE 
>> G8 
P O0 L A N I 


| Bruſſels, Feb. 27, 1773. 
MY DEAR sIR! 


EFORE I enter on the examina- 

B tion of his Pruſſian majeſty's claims, 

let me recommend to your peruſal 

a declaration given by his miniſter at War- 
law, on the ſecond of February &. 

You ſee, fir, how prettily theſe powers 

throw the ball from one to another : 


* See Appendix B. | | 
Q. having 


8 
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having determined on the partition. of 
Poland, the empreſs of Ruſſia, who had 
hitherto borne the whole odium alone, 
ſtept forth once more to ſignify this new 
act of friendſhip and good-will : in a 
hurry to conſummate the great work, 
and finding no oppoſition on the part of 
other courts, theſe mighty powers grew 
angry, becauſe the Poles did not chear- 
fully and thankfully ftretch forth their 
hands to receive the chains they were 
preparing for them; a ſecond declaration, 
leſs civil, leſs decent than the firſt, was 
publiſhed ; and here the empreſs queen 
took the lead : but when the finiſhing 
firoke is to be given, greater talents are 
required, a maiter-hand is neceſſary; and 
here the Ling of Pruſſia knows his place, 
and leads the van. 

His majeſty declares, 5 80 He. has 
ee waited patient/ to ſec the effect of his 
ce firſt declaration.” — Do not miſunder- 
ſtand him, he talks of Pruſſian patience; 
it is an active virtue with him. His 

patience 
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patience is manifeſted by pillages, vio- 
lences, and outrages of every kind. The 
provinces of Poſnania, Haliſe, and Gneſne, 
can anſwer for his patience: — in the 
month of September laſt, the very time 
of the firſt declaration's being made, theſe 
provinces were obliged to enter into a 
contract, by which they bound them- 
ſelves to furniſh gratis exorbitant provi- 
ſions of corn, cattle, and forage for the 
ſubſiſtence of the Pruſſian troops; and to 
pay beſides unlimited ſums of money, to 
ſatisfy other unlimited wants, which the 
troops were ready enough at creating ; 
douceurs were to be added to the officers, 
from the general to the loweſt ſerjeant. 
This contract was rigorouſly executed : a 
dawn of hope however appeared; the con- 
tract expired with the laſt year. But the 
king of Pruſſia's patience is indefatigable z 
Löſſow has forced the provinces to re- 
new the ſame contract for five months 
longer. 11 1 5 
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The town of Dantzig too, will bear 
witneſs to his patience ; he has eſtabliſh- 
ed an exciſe office at the very gates; no 
body can go out of the town without be- 
ing ſearched in a rude and indecent man- 
ner; even the fair ſex has no privilege 


againſt the brutal infolence of his exciſe 


officers : — and to comfort them, Mr. 
Reichard aſſures them, that theſe are 
only little acts of gentility, preludes to 
greater and better things. — The ſeizure 
of a great part of the territories of the 
town, of its ſuburbs, harbour, and port- 
duties, are all marks of patience: nay, ſir, 
take a walk on the London Exchange, and 
I fancy, even the Britiſh merchants will 
tell you, they have had notable proofs of 


his patience. The ſeizure of all the ter- 


fitories of the town of Thorn, the town 
itſelf all but beſieged, and repeatedly ſum- 
moned to do homage to him, in direct 
contradiction to his firſt declaration, are 
farther proofs of the patience, with which 

| he 
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he waits for the effect of that declares 
tion. 

His majeſty's delicate ſenſibility 1s 
ſhocked, fir, that the king of Poland 
ſhould © publiſh a proteſt tending to in- 
% validate the rights of the king of Pruſ- 
 «& ſia, and declaring the occupation of 

„ his own territories unjuſt and violent :*? 
and what hurts him fill more, this pro- 
teſt was an act of the king of Poland's 
private authority, the effect of a Sudden 
empulſe. 

Now, fir, the declaration was given 
the eighteenth of September, and the pro- 
teſt in anſwer to it, the ſeventcenth of 
October following; the impulſe was not 
then ſo ſudden. —You have read the pro- 
teſt: it is there declared, his. majeſty 
makes it by the advice of his ſenate ; that 
is, of that very body, to whom the con- 
ſtitution ſends him in all caſes of emer- 
gency. It was not then; as the king of 
Pruſſia aſſerts, an act of private authori- 


ty; but the act of a public body, ac- 
| O23 know- 
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 knowledged and authoriſed by the conſti- 
tution : — nor was this council, as the 
king of Pruſſia aſſerts, diſunited; it was 
unanimous in adviſing the publication of 
this very proteſt, and the convocation of 
another fuller council. It did not there- 
fore ſeparate, as the king of Pruſſia aſ- 
ſerts, without coming to any reſolution, 
ſince theſe were two important reſolu- 

tions. | _E 
In four ſhort lines the king of Pruſſia 
falls into four palpable miſtakes. His 
majeſty's obſtinate penchant to miſtaking 
is full as inconceivable as that of the Poles; 
who miſtake the king of Pruſſia for their 
enemy. It is true, the council was not 
numerous : but would his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty inſinuate that to have been the fault 
of the king of Poland? Does he not know, 
that he, and his equitable allies, are the 
cauſe of it? Should the council now ſum- | 
moned, ſhould even the diet be as little 
numerous, are not they to be thanked for 
it? Is it ſurpriſing, that many ſenators 
— ſhould 
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ſhould have excuſed themſclves from go- 
ing there? Has not his Fruſſian majeſty 
laid waſte the countries from whence the 
town of Warſaw is ſupplied with provi- 
ſions? Has he not forbid the people to 
| ſend proviſions there? Does he think men 
are very fond of expoſing themſelves to 
all the horrors of a famine? or is ſtarving 
the town, the king, the ſenate, and the 

diet, another proof of Pruſſian patience ? 
If he and his allies intended the council 
or diet ſhould be more numerous, why 
hinder the ſenators, whole titles_ derive 
from the uſurped provinces, from aſſiſt- 
ing at it? They are ſenators of the king- 
dom at large, not of any particular part 
of it: yet ſo far is this prohibition carried, 
that the Auſtrian miniſter has lately for- 
bid the prince Czartoryſki, uncle to the 
king, palatin of Ruſſia, to aſſiſt at it; 
though Chelm, a part of this palatinate, 
is not comprehended in the Auſtrian uſur- 
pations; and the Ruſſian miniſter has ſig- 
nified the ſame prohibition to the biſhop 
O 4 of 
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of Livonia, though he is at the ſame time 
biſhop of Piltin, and though a great part 
of his dioceſe is een from the uy 
„„ 767 1SHTgIT Rs Dore 
„This ſecond council, a. the faith- 
«ful monarch, was deferred on the moſt 
« frivolous pretences.“ Theſe frivolous 
pretences were no other than the phyſical 
impoſſibility of aſſembling all the ſenators 
ſooner. — The priſoners whom the em- 
preſs of Ruſſia has, they ſay, releaſed 


from their unjuſt confinement, cannot 


arrive probably even at this period. —The 
meaſure of his Pruſſian majeſty's grief is 
filled up by the ingratitude of the nation, 
which ſhows no Zea nor afiefron for his 
Pruſſian majeſty's meaſures ; and will not 
conſider itſelf as legally repreſented by a 
diet fitting in a town that is to be ſtarved, 
and blockaded ; deliberating in a houſe 
againſt which the enemy's cannon | is to be 

1 | 
His Pruſſian majeſty's aun, and 
grief being exhauſted, by the above ſur- 
priſing 


Pans NnT-STAT® or POLAND. got 


priſing acts of ingratitude, he falls into 
aſtoniſhment and indignation when he 
ſees! „ that the Poliſh, government has 
« formed a regular plan of expoſing the 
s legality of his rights to all the vieiſſi- 
< tudes: of events. This may appear, 
| far, a very. odd idea to you: you may not 
readily conceive how the legality of rights 
can depend upon future events. A right 
which is legal to-day, will be a legal right 
to- morrow, happen what will in the 
mean time: ſo it is with us, ſir, but not 
ſo at Berlin. The conduct of the king 
of Pruſſia, from the moment of his ac- 
ceſſion to the throne, has clearly proved, 
though this is perhaps the firſt time he 
has told the world ſo in plain words, that 
all is right in his eyes, which is uſeful 
to his intereſts; conſequently the degrees 
of legality are nothing more than the de- 
grees of poſſibility of carrying his deſigns 
into execution : now in this ſenſe the le- 
gality of his rights may be affected by the 

| vieiſſi- 
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viciſſitude of events, though, in no other 


ſenſe could it poſſibly be ſo. 


In the. ſame ſpirit, and by the hve 
kind of logic, his Pruſſian majeſty. ſays, 
that . becauſe the matters to come under 
the deliberation of the council are of the 


_ utmoſt importance, therefore its meeting 


ſhould be haſtened, and its deciſion. n 
pitated. 

In general men would have drawn a 
contrary concluſion; becauſe, in general, 
the more important an affair is, the more 
circumſpect men are in deciding upon it, 
the more time they take to conſider it. 
In the caſe before us, however, this wiſe 
monarch is perfectly in the right: deli- 
beration here could only ſerve to prove 
the injuſtice of his demands, and deviſe 
means for nn the _— his 


deſigns. 


The integrity of his Pruſſian majeſty 
is next alarmed; the Poles are accuſed of 


forming cabals, and intrigues. I know 
t | | FLA, ; of 
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of no action, no meaſure; that can de- 
ſerve the title of cabal, or intrigue, which 
is intended to preſerve the rights, liber- 


ties, and exiſtence of an oppreſſed people. 


I ſhould have called thoſe: ſecret practices 
* cabals and intrigues” by which this up- 
right prince brought the Poles into the 
wretched ſtate they now are in. He, 
whilſt he preſſed the convocation of a diet, 
caballed, intrigued, and threatened, in 
order: to form and ſupport an illegal af- 
ſembly under Sulkowſki; his agent, Rei- 
chard, is now caballing, intriguing, threat- 
ening, in order to ſeduce the towns of 
Dantzig and Thorn from their allegiance: 
theſe are cabals and - intrigues : but 1 
again repeat it, no ſteps, no meaſures 
whatever, calculated to. fruſtrate the de- 
| ſigns of uſurpers, to ſecure a nation's 
rights, liberties, and poſſeſſions, can 'be 
called by this opprobrious name. | 
The king of Pruſſia, fir, having led 
us from ſenſibility to grief, from grief 
to aſtoniſhment, from aſtoniſhment to 
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indignation, leaves us at laſt impreſſed 
with proper ideas of his humanity. and 
juſtice. He, good man, will not be re- 
ſponſible for the ulterior, evils Poland 
may yet ſuffer; and therefore makes one 
more effort to conquer the inconceivable 
obſtinacy of the Poles ;—that is, he will 
once more endeavour to ſave himſelf the 
trouble of putting an end to their exiſt- 
ence as a ſtate, by forcing them to do 
the work themſelves; which they are ſo 


inconceivably obſtinate as to refuſe: but 
ſhould they not liſten, to this humane 


counſel, then he muſt do himſelf juice. 
It is a pity, fir, that ſo near the men- 
tion of juſtice ſhould come the threat of 
diſengaging himſelf from the renuncia- 
tions contained in his firſt declaration ; 
becauſe it leads one naturally to aſk, whe- 
ther he has kept literally to the terms of 
that declaration; and when we recollect 
that. his vexations and pillages have been 
extended all over Great Poland; that he 
is taking meaſures to ſeize upon Cujavia; 
that 


that his troops are within a few miles of 
Warſaw'; chat he has ſeized the territo- 
ries and revenues of Thorn and Dantzig; 
that he has endeavoured to ruin the trade 
of the latter, by inſulting the firſt mari- 
time power of the world, ſtopping its 
ſhips, and forcing them to pay new and 
exorbitant duties; when we learn, that 
his religious and apoſtolic ally has ſeized 
the city of Cracow, and added it to her 
new erected kingdom of Gallicia and Lo- 
domeria; that ſhe has likewiſe ſeized the 
royal demeſnes on the Poliſh ſide of the 
Viſtula ; that the revenues thereof, be- 
longing either to the king or republic, 
are appropriated to the imperial treaſury, 
and every act of ſovereignty exerciſed in 
theſe diſtricts by the imperial magiſtrates; 
and this at the time that the court of War- 
ſaw has ſo far condefcended to the defires 
of the three powers as to fix a day for the 
meeting of the diet ;—the very day de- 
manded by them; when we learn, that 
at the ſame time the king of Pruſſia has 

dif- 
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2 


diſpatched a Jew under the title of his 
director of commerce to Warſaw itſelf, 
and charged him with the diftribution of 
fifteen barrels of baſe and adulterated 
coin; we too. find it difficult to expreſs 
our aſtoniſhment and indignation. 

Let us now, fir, if you pleaſe, turn 
from this piece to the letters patent of 
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this worthy prince, in which he fixes the 
portion, which belongs to him, and al- 
ledges in general terms the foundation of 
his claims “. 

The deduction given here is only an 
abridgement of, or rather reference to 
an ample declaration or deduction, which, 

he ſays, was then, that is five months ago, 
in the preſs. This muſt ſurely be very 
full, ſince it is ſo long in printing. In 
the mean time, his Pruſſian majeſty exacts 
more than papiſtical faith of us: if a 
man in the Romiſh church will but learn 
Latin, he may know what, and why 
he is to believe: but here we are forced 


* See Appendix, I, 


to 
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to believe the validity of rights founded 


on arguments not produced, and on re- 
cords not known, I wiſh the court of 
Berlin would be kind enough to tell us, 


for whoſe uſe and information this de- 
duction is afterwards; to be publiſhed ;S 


for the Poles? Surely it was high time 
they had it; a diet, that is to fit but 


ſeven weeks, will hardly have time even 


to read what it has taken five months to 
print.— Is it for the other ſtates of Eu- 
rope? They ought to have had it ſtill 
earlier; they cannot be competent judges 
without hearing the arguments on the 
other {ide *. . 

But he knows what he is about, ſir; he 
knows, his uſurpations muſt at laſt ſtand 
or fall by the ultima ratio regum. h 

His majeſty begins, by aſſuring his new 
ſubjects of his royal favour and good- 


* Some detached pieces of this deduction have 
appeared, within theſe few days in the foreign 
papers. From this ſpecimen the editor can ven— 
ture to aſſure, that there is not a ſingle argument 
in it, which is unanſwered in the following ſheets, 


8 wil 
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will; and indeed it is high time : our 
purſes drained, our granaries emptied, 
our houſes burnt, our lands deſolated, 
our young men impreſſed, our wives dif- 
honoured, and our daughters carried off, 
gave us but a bad idea of our new maſter: 

but we are now to be eaſy; we are aſſured 
of his royal good-will, of protection in 
our rights and poſſeſſions, and of being 
governed ſo well, that we ſhall all rejoice 
at the change. He muſt not then go- 
vern us as he does his other ſubjects: I 
cannot give you a better idea of the go- 
vernment of Pruſha, than by deſcribing 
the city of Berlin : look at the ſhell of the 
houſes, all is ſhew and elegance; go in, 
and all is wretchedneſs and miſery : the 
ſtreets are large and airy, and well laid 
out, but ſo thinly peopled, that you 

would think the plague had ſtalked along 
the town and ſwept away two-thirds of 
its inhabitants: it is ſo with his goyern- 
ment. Read the code of Frederic, and all 
appears order and regularity ; go into the 
courts of juſtice, examine the people, and 
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you will hear of nothing but exactions, 
vexations, and oppreſſions. And ſuch, 
ſir, is to be our fate. Among the firſt 
rights of a people are its laws; and the 
laws of Poliſh Pruſſia were far from con- 
temptible; our civil and political liber- 
ties were better ſecured than in any other 
part of Poland: by way of preſerving our 
rights, one of the firſt acts of our new 
moſt gracious maſter was to aboliſh all 
our laws; we are at once ſubmitted to a 
code we know nothing of;—our houſes 
are numbered, our artiſans and our chil- 
dren ſubje& to be impreſſed: among the 
perſons, to whom theſe letters are ad- 
dreſſed, and who are to be maintained in 
their poſſeſſions, the ſtaroſts are expreſsly 

named : as a proof of our ſovereign? s ve- 

racity, the next act of government, was 
to re- unite the ſtaroſties to the crown: 
the mildneſs of his future government is 
diſplayed in the reſt of the letters patents: 
they were dated the thirteenth of Sep- 
tember, and the twenty-ſeventh of the 
n : . ſame 
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fame month was appointed for taking tlie 
oath of allegiance; that it ſeems was 
thought time enough to quiet all our 
ſeruples about the validity of the; oath 
taken to our natural ſovereign ; the mere 
ipſe dixit of our new maſter was to con- 
vince us, that a poſſeſſion of five hundred 
years was illegal: — and ſhould we not be- 
lie ve him, ſhould any fooliſh ſcruples yet 
remain, ſhould we heſitate, all is loſt; no 
overt- act is required, ſhould we even ren- 
der ourſelves ſuſpected of infidelity and 
diſobedience, — (and whom does not ty- 
ranny ſuſpect?) we are to be proceeded 
againſt with the utmoſt rigour.— Heaven 
keep us from being objects of ſuch yal 
patience and good will ! 
on examining this abridged deduction 
; tween "the, portions demanded, as. 1 
part of the king of Prufſia? s ancient pa- 
trimony; and the portions demanded as 
Y indemnifications for non-enjoyment of the 
other during ſo many centuries : if the 
8 8 rights 


ai 


4 
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rights to the former are groundleſs, there 
is nothing to be ſaid for the latter. 
On the fide of Poliſh Pruſſia the por- 
tion demanded, as a part of his ancient 
patrimony, is the Little Pomerania, other- 
wiſe called Pomerellia : „ This Pome- 
e rellia, ſay the letters patent, was, at 
« the extinction of the dukes of Dantzig, 
« unjuſtly wreſted, firſt by the knights of 
ce the Teutonic order, and then by the 
« kipgs of Poland, from the dukes of 
« Stettin, to whom it ought to have 
gone as neareſt agnats and heirs, ſpring- 
“ing from the ſame ſtock; nor did the 
* dukes of Pomerania ever renounce their 
rights to this their ancient patrimony, but 
ce tranſmitted them entire to their ſucceſ- 
« ſors and univerſal heirs, the electors of 
« Brandenburgh.”— In this ſtate of his 
Pruſſian majeſty's rights, three ſuppoſi- 
tions are made, and taken for granted; 
and ſhould any one of the three prove to 
be falſe, the whole foundation of the pre- 
tended rights is taken away and falls to 
the ground. N 
Zi In 
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In the firſt place it is ſuppoſed and 
taken for granted, chat Pomerellia did 
always, and ab origine, make a part of 
| the ancient patrimony of the dukes of 
Pomerania : for if it did not, if it was 
acquired aſterwards, then not being holden 
by the ſame tenure, it was not ſubject to 
the ſame reſtrictions, might again be ſe- 
parated from the duchy, and be diſpoſed 
of as the poſſeſſor ſaw fit. 

In the next place, it is ſuppoſed and 
taken for granted, that the dukes of 
Dantzig held their duchy, as a fief in tail, 


with right of remainder over to the dukes 


of Stettin; for if it was allodial, or hol- 


den in fee ſimple, then the dukes of 


Dantzig might appoint their own heirs, 
without prejudice to the dukes of Stet- 
tin: or if there were no remainder-men, 
then, at the extinction of the houſe of 


Dantzig, it reverted to the lord para- 


mount. 
Laſtly, it is ſuppoſed and taken for 
Br: anted, tha t the electors of Brandenburg 
did 


" "9 


"a oh 
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did ſucceed to the dukes of Stettin in 
quality of natural heirs in tail, or remain- 
der-men named in the original grant; or 
by virtue of ſome grant or donation from 
the lord paramount; or of ſome compact 

made with the lords feudal, and confirm- 
ed by the lords paramount, at the time 
that Pomerellia did actually make a part 
of the duchy of Pomerania: ſor other- 
wiſe, whatever claim they may have to 
the other parts of the ſucceſſion of the 
dukes of Pomerania, they can have none 
to Pomerellia. 

Now of theſe three ſuppoſitions, all of 
them neceſſary to eſtabliſh the rights of 
the king of Pruſſia, the firſt only is doubt- F 
ful; the two laſt are demonſtrably falſe. 

In the firſt place, it is doubtful whe- 
ther Pomerellia did anciently, and ab 
origine, belong to the duchy of Pomera- 
nia. Nicolas Leuthinger, as reſpectable 
authority as any in this matter, aſſerts 
palitively, and in direct terms, that it did 
not; but that it belonged to the king of 
| P23 Poland, 
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Poland, Leſcus; whom having treach- 
erouſly murdered, Sventopol, made him- 
ſelf maſter of Pomerellia “. 

Pomerellia therefore, according to this 
author, being afterwards added to Pome- 
rania, made no part of the original heri- 
tage, and might be ſeparated from it. 

In the next place it 1s demonſtrably 
falſe, that the duchy of Pomerania was 
| holden as a fee entail, with right of re- 
mainder over to the dukes of Stettin. 
Short as the deduction before us is, it 
was not for brevity's ſake alone, that the 
king of Pruſſia omitted circumſtances, 
which would have thrown light upon 
this part of the ſubject. Permit me to 
ſupply them. 

The laſt duke of Dantzig was named 
Meſtvin II. alias Meſtogin, alias Meſcin- 
gus, alias Meſtojus. This duke of many 
names, lord of Pomerellia, did, four 
years before his death, appoint Premi- 
flaus duke, afterwards king of Poland, 

* See Topographia prior Marchiz, p. 4. 
r . 
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his nephew, ſon of his ſiſter, to he his 
heir and ſucceſſar: he , communicated 
this deſign to his ſuhjects, who agreed 
to it, and in the duke's life-time ſwore 
ta the obſervance. of it; this diſpoſition 
was further confirmed by his will“. At 
the death of his uncle, Which happened 
in 1295, Premiſlaus entered on the ſuc- 
ceſſion : but in the year 1 zog, Waldemar, 
margrave of Brandenburgh, drove him 
out; upon what pretence is unknown; 
the rights of the houſe of Brandenburgh 
are ſeldom clear: he did not long keep 
poſſeſſion; but in his turn was attacked 
by the knights of the Teutonic order; 
and finding himſelf unable to reſiſt them, 
he ſold his rights upon Pomerellia to the 
ſaid order for ten thouſand marks 17171 To 
give a greater degree of legality and au- 


had obtained a decree from the emperor, 


* See Cromer de Rebus Polonia I. x. p. | 176. 
+ See the Act of Sale, Dumont, Caps teen 


vol. I. p. 364. e 
Fa = confirming 
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confircaing all the acquiſitions: they had 
made, or ſhould make in Pomerania, 
whether by purchaſe or otherwiſe *. 
The kings of Poland thought themſelves 
injured by this ſale, and applied to the 
pope, John XXII. who, by a ſolemn de- 
ciſion, declared the right to this duchy 
to be in the king of Poland: the thun- 
der of the Vatican however was diſregard- 
ed, the knights kept poſſeſſion; and in 
the year 1335, the matter was referred 
to the arbitration of Charles and John, 
kings of Hungary and Bohemia, who de- 
cided, that upon the knights giving up 
the diſtricts of Cujavia, Dobrzyn, and 

others, which they had uſurped, the 

king of Poland ſhould, for the good of 
his ſoul, confent to cede, not reſtore, but 
cede to them the duchy of Little Pome- 


rania f; but they not reſtoring their 


* See Supplcment au Corps diplomatique, vol. N. 
ee ii. p. 80. 

I See Act of Arbitration, Dumont, Corps diplo- 
matique, vol. I. partie ii. p. 151. 


other 
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other uſurpations, the kings of Poland 
appealed again to the pope, then Bene- 
dict XII. who again ſolemnly decided in 
favour of the king of Poland *: this ſe- 
cond deciſion had as little effect as the 
former ; the knights ſtill kept poſſeſſion 
till the year 1454, when the ſubjects, no 
longer able to ſubmit to their tyranny, 


choſe a new maſter, or rather returned 


to their ancient ſovereign the king of 
Poland: which act of theirs was, as you 
will ſee hereafter, confirmed and allow- 
ed by the knights in the year 1466. 
Hence then it is clear, that the dukes 
of Dantzig did not hold their duchy as a 
fee in tail, with right of remainder over 
to the dukes of Stettin : if they had, the 
emperor, who was lord paramount, would 
not probably have conſented to its aliena- 
tion, could not have done it, but at the 
requiſition, and with the free conſent of 
the heirs in tail: neither would the pope, 


* See Dumont, Corps diplomatique, vol. I. parece 
ii, p. 175» 
and 
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confirtaing all the e they had 
made, or ſhould make in Pomerania, 
whether by purchaſe or otherwiſe X. 
The kings of Poland thought themſelves 
injured by this ſale, and applied to the 
pope, John XXII. who, by a ſolemn de- 
ciſion, declared the right to this duchy 
to be in the king of Poland: the thun- 
der of the Vatican however was diſregard- 
ed, the knights kept poſſeſſion ; and in 
the year 1335, the matter was referred 
to the arbitration of Charles and John, 
kings of Hungary and Bohemia, who de- 
cided, that upon the knights giving up 
the diſtricts of Cujavia, Dobrazyn, and 
others, which they had uſurped, the 
king of Poland ſhould, for the good of 
his ſoul, confent to cede, not reſtore, but 

cede to them the duchy of Little Pome- 
rania I: but they not reſtoring their 


* See Supplement au Corps diplomatique, vol. II. 
ao ii. p. 80. 
I See Act of Arbitration, Dumont, Corps diplo- 
matique, vol. I. partie ii. p. i51. 


other 


PRESsENT STATE oF POLAND. 217 


other uſurpations, the kings of Poland 
appealed again to the pope, then Bene- 
dict XII. who again ſolemnly decided in 
favour of the king of Poland *: this ſe- 
cond deciſion had as little effect as the 
former; the knights ſtill kept poſſeſſion 
till the year 14 54, when the ſubjects, no 
longer able to ſubmit to their tyranny, 
choſe a new maſter, or rather returned 
to their ancient ſovereign the king of 
Poland: which act of theirs was, as you 
will ſee hereafter, confirmed and allow- 
ed by the knights in the year 1466. 
Hence then it is clear, that the dukes 
of Dantzig did not hold their duchy as a 
fee in tail, with right of remainder over 
to the dukes of Stettin : if they had, the 
emperor, who was lord paramount, would 
not probably have conſented to its aliena- 
tion, could not have done it, but at the 
requiſition, and with the free conſent of 
the heirs in tail: neither would the pope, 


* See Dumont, Corps diplomatique, vol. I. partie 
ii, p. 175. | 
| and 
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and much leſs the kings of Hungary and 
Bohemia, (who, as feudatories of the em- 
pire, were intereſted to maintain that 
maxim of the feudal law, © Alienatio- 
4 nem feudi paterni non valere etiam do- 
mini voluntate, niſi agnatis conſentien- 
_ oy pronounced that: e 

legal. "BL $6543 e 
The obfebrativ chitefoit of the 4 
ters patent, that the dukes of Pomerania 
did never make any renunciation to their 
rights upon Pomerellia, is futile, and vain. 
Why ſhould they renounce rights, which 
it ' plainly appears they never had? It 
ſhould have been proved, that they had 
proteſted againſt the will of Meſtvin, a- 
gainſt the emperor's confirmation of the 
acquiſitions made in Pomerania by the 
knights of the Teutonic order; againſt 
the ſentence of arbitration pronounced by 
the kings of Hungary and Bohemia; 
| againſt the decree of the popes John 
XXII. and Benedict XII. in favour of the 


kings of Poland. Can it be- ſuppoſed, 


that 


— 
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that the rightful heirs would have ſuffer- 
ed two pretenders to their eſtates, to have 
pleaded their cauſe ſo long, and before 
ſo many different tribunals, without put- 
ting in their claim? There ſilence is not 
indeed a renunciation of real rights; but 
it is ſomething much ſtronger : it is an ab- 
ſolute denial of the exiſtence of thoſe rights. 

But the obſervation that the rights of 
the houſe of Brandenburgh to this coun- 
try, remain in their full force and inte- 
grity, if it be ſerious is not perhaps per- 
fectly modeſt :—if that houſe had any 
rights, it ſold them, as you have ſeen, to 
the knights of the Teutonic order : and 
ſurely it is not modeſt in the houſe of 
Brandenburgh, to ſell in one century a 
pretended right to an eſtate for a valuable 
- conſideration, and in another century to 
ſet up another claim to the ſame eſtate, 
directly contradictory to, and deſtructive 
of the firſt, 

Laſtly, it is demonſtrably falſe, that 


the electors of Brandenburgh did ſucceed 
— 
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to the dukes, of Pomerania, either in qua- 
lity of natural heirs in tail, or remainder- 
men, named in the original grant: or by 
virtue of any grant or donation from the 
lord paramount, or of any compact made 
with the lords feudal, at the time that 
Pomerellia did actually make a Part of the 
duchy of Pomerania, 

The rights of the electors of Bennden- 
burgh to the Citerior Pomerania, are not 
founded on any agnation, or conſangui- 
nity whatever; they did not therefore 
ſucceed in quality of natural heirs in 
tail: nor did they ſucceed in quality of re- 
mainder-men named in the original grant: 
for the proof of this, I can cite you what, 

in this caſe, muſt be conſidered as the molt 
unexceptionable authority, that of the king 
of Pruſſia himſelf, . 56 

In his Memoirs of the Houſe of 1 

denburgh you meet with the following 


See edition of 1967; vol. I. p. 14. 
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In the year 1464, Othon III. laſt 
« duke of Stettin, died: and the electot 
« Frederick II. entered into a war with 
« the duke of Wolgaſt : the reaſon way 


« this, Lewis of Bavaria, elector of Bran- 


« denburgh, had made a treaty in the 
« year 1448, with the dukes of Pomera- 
« nia, which ſtipulated, that if their 
« line came to be extinguiſhed, Pomera- 
„nia ſhould fall to the electorate; this 
« treaty had been confirmed by the em- 
« peror: the diſpute however was termi» 
e nated by an agreement in the year 1464, 
„according to which the duke of Wol- 
« paſt remained in poſſeſſion of the duchy 
« of Stettin, but became feudatory to the 
« elector, to whom Pomerania did even- 
« tual homage,” | 
This account proves, fir, yet again, 
that the dukes of Dantzig did not hold 
their duchy as a fief in tail, with right of 
remainder over to the dukes of Stettin: 


and that the conſequent right, which it 


is pretended the dukes of Stettin had to 
„ the 
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the ſucteffion of the dukes of Dantzig, 
is a mere invention of the king of Pruſ- 
fia, For had that right exiſted, neither 
could the electors of the houſe of Bava- 
ria have made the compact of confrater- 
nity, in the year 1338, with the dukes 
of Stettin, nor conld 'the emperor have 
confirmed it: nor would fo juſt and diſ- 
intereſted a prince, as the elector Fre- 
derick II. have aſſerted it by force of arms, 
in prejudice to the dukes of Wolgaſt, who, 
ſuppoſing the duchy of Pomerania to have 
been a fief in tail, would have ſtood pre- 
_ ciſely in the fame predicament of agnats 
and heirs in tail, to the dukes of Stettin, 
as the dukes of Stettin did to the dukes 
of Dantzig: or, to ſpeak more properly, 
would have been in the ſame degree deſ- 
cendants of the original vaſſal, as were 
the dukes of Stettin, and by conſequence 
muſt have been the remainder-men of 
the dukes of Stettin, and as well as they 
eventual nominees in the original grant. 
It follows, that by the ſame right as the 
| | dukes 
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dukes of Stettin could put their whole 
herituge, not only extra agnationem, but 
extra cognationem, and convey it away 
to the electors of Brandenburgh, of the 
houſe of Bavaria, who were mere ſtran- 
gers to them, and ſtood in no degree of 
agnation, or conſanguinity whatever, in 
preference to their neareſt agnats the dukes 


of Wolgaſt, Meſtvin, duke of Dantzig, 


could convey a part of his inheritance to 
his nephew, ſon of his ſiſter, in preference 
to a more diſtant relation of the male line. 

In the next place, fir, it is equally 
clear-from this account, not only that the 
original rights of the houſe of Branden- 
burgh to the duchy of Citerior Pomera- 
nia are not founded on any agnation, con- 
ſanguinity, title of heirs in tail, or re- 
mainder- men, but merely on a compact 
of confraternity : but it is farther proved, 
that the compact, under which they claim, 
was not made at the time that Pomerellia 
formed a part of the duchy of Pomerania. 
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It follows therefore, that the electors of 
Brandenburgh, as ſucceſſors, and univer- 
ſal heirs to the dukes of Pomerania, have 
no right to Pomerellia : becauſe ſuppoſing, 
what I doubt, that they could claim any 
thing more than what belonged to the 
ſucceſſion when it became open; yet moſt 
certainly they could not claim any thing 
which had been ſeparated from the eſtate 
before the compact was made, under 
wWjhich alone they claim. Now, fir, Po- 
merellia had been detached from the duchy 
of Pomerania forty-three years before the 
firſt compact was made: one hundred and 
twenty - two years before the houſe of 
Hohenzollern arrived at the electoral dig- 
nity ; one hundred and fixty-nine years 
before any claim was laid to the ſucceſſion, 
and before the ſecond compact was made, 
under which the houſe of. Brandenburgh 
claimed at the treaty of Weſtphalia ; 
three hundred and forty-two years before 
the ſucceſſion became open ; four hundred 
i and 
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and ſeventy- ſeven years before the publi- 
cation of the letters patent . And there- 
fore in the long diſcuſſions concerning 
the right of ſucceſſion to the duchy of 
Pomerania, during the negociations of 
Munſter and Oſnabrug, no mention is 
made of Pomerellia's belonging to, or 
making a part of that ſucceſſion :_ the 
claims both of Sweden and Brandenburgh 
being founded on compacts made long 
after Pomerellia was ſeparated from it. 

The claim therefore to Pomerellia is, 
to all intents and purpoſes, null and void. 
As well might the kings of France lay 
claim to'all Germany, Italy, and Catalo- 
nia, as being deſcended from the royal 


* Pomerellia was, according to the letters patent, 
detached from the duchy of Pomerania in 1295 ; the 
firſt compact of confraternity was made in the year 
1338; the houſe of Hohenzollern was promoted to 
the electoral dignity in the year 1417; the elector 
Frederick II. claimed the duchy of Stettin, without 
claiming Pomerellia, in the year 1464; the ſucceffion 
became open in the year 1637 ; the letters patent 
were publiſhed in the year 1772, | 


Q Carolin- 


226 ELerrkRs co Ef TAE 


Carolingian ſtock. On the ſame fouuda- 
tion, it is probable; the king of Pruffia 
will, during the courſe of this ſumtmier, 
lay claim to the reſt of Swediſh en 
beva 9 (2.3 in o 41 
The other portion, which the king of 
Pruſſia claims as a part of his ancient pa- 
trimony, is that part of Great Poland 
which lies between the Draga and the 
Notec; which he ſays, © did, fromthe 
« earlieſt times, belong to the New March 
of Brandenburgh, and was peaceably 
©« poſſoſſed by the margraves of Branden- 
e burgh till the beginning of the fifteenth 
century: but in the year 1402 the élec- 
« tor Sigiſmund mortgaged the NeW 
« March to the knights of the Teutonic 
„order, from whom the kings of Polanid 
© t6ok it, being at war with the order.“ 
Now here again; fir, three things are 
ſuppoſed, and taken for granted; all of 
which are TE and demonſtrably 
"Tales? Zune eb 91616 Mo 5103 to 
E GE oF TOriquIg UGH DOE LFigh, 
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Firſt, it is ſuppoſed, and taken for 
granted, that the elector Sigiſmund did 
only mortgage, and not fell and alienate 
the New March to the Teutonic order, 
It is next ſuppoſed, and taken for grant- 
ed, that at the time this elector of the 
houſe of Lutzelburgh did thus mortgage 
or ſell the New March, the portion 1n 
queſtion did belong to it; and that the 
Notec did then form the boundaries be- 
tween Poland and the New March: 

And laſtly, that the Kings of Poland 
did ſeparate and detach this portion from 

the New March. 

With regard to the firſt ſuppoſition, it 
is beyond a doubt, that the elector did 
not barely mortgage, but ſell and alienate 
the New March to the knights of the Teu- 
tonic order, This is evident from a treaty 
made between the king of Poland and 
the knights of the Teutonic order in the 
year 1436; in which the knights ſpeak 
of the New March as belonging to them 
in full and entire propriety, in the ſame 


0-2 man- 
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manner as Aland and Livonia *, Should 
the king of Pruſſia appeal from this au- 
thority, we can cite him another, which 
to him at leaſt muſt be unqueſtionable; 
even his own. He exprefsly declares in 
his Memoirs of the Houſe of Branden- 
burgh, that it was fold : now the letters 
patent were written to colour over, and 
juſtify an act of oppreſſion and violence; 
the Memoirs were written without any 
view of immediate intereſt, drawn from 
the beſt ſources, ſays the royal author, and 
carefully reviſed and corrected. His words 
are: „La Nouvelle Marche, que l'ordre 
« Teutonique avoit conquife fur-PeleQeur 
« Jean, & qu'Otton le long avoit rachetee, 
fut de nouveau alienbe & cet ordre: Sigiſ- 
% mond ayant beſoin d' argent vendit cette 
al province aux chevaliers en 1402 f.“ 

This difference is material. If the elec- 
tor had only mortgaged ' i t, then the 
knights, having only the uſe and e 


bugs, Corps diplomatique, vl. Ur. 5. 13· 
uf See Memoires, p. 9. 
could 
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aue 
could not diſpoſe of the property; but 
if it was not barely mortgaged, but alie- 
nated, and ſold, then they had ] full pro- 
perty in it, and might loſe it, or diſpoſe 
of it: and if it was conquered from them 
in fair and honourable war, the electors of 
Brandenburgh had no remedy ; but when 
they re-purchaſed it, could only re-pur- 
chaſe what then, at the time of this ſecond 
purchaſe, did actually belong to it. The 
king of Pruſſia therefore would gain no- 
thing by proving that this diſtrict did be- 
long to the New March at the time. the 
elector Sigiſmund, of the houſe of Lutzle- 
burg, ſold it. | 

But in fact it is not true that this diſtrict 
it then belong to the New March. It 
is clear from the treaty above cited, that 
it was to have been added afterwards, but 
did not yet belong to the March; for it is 
there expreſsly ſaid, that to cut off all ſub- 
ject of diſpute for the future, the Notec 
ſhall be hereafter taken for the boundaries 
between Poland and the March. — © In 
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< poſterum erit medius terminus Notes ſive 
% Byrzwennig.“ 

Conſequently the kings of Poland can- 
1 not be ſaid to have detached or torn away 
this diſtrict from the New March, fince 
it never had been effectually a part of it, 
never had been poſſeſſed by the margraves 
of Brandenburgh; though it was to have 
been added to the New March by virtue of 
a treaty with the Teutonic order. 

You will perhaps tell me, that whilſt I 
am deſtroying one claim I am ſetting up 
another, and a better : for if, according 
to my own argument, the abſolute ſale _ 
and alienation of the New March to the 
Teutonic order precluded the electors of 
Brandenburgh from all right of recovery 
to what might have been loſt during its 
being in poſſeſſion of the order; by the 
ſame argument it will follow, that when 
the elector repurchaſed it, he acquired a 
right to every thing which the order had 
added to it during the ſame period. S 


PRSSENT RHD % Fern 233; 
» Fallow; the, conſequence, ſir; it 1 * 


Ne true: and if no good reaſon can be 


77 9 2 


aſſigned why this part of che tr treaty of 
1430, was not fulfilled, the king of Pruſſia 
has, on the footing of my argument, 
though not on that of his own, as full a 
right to that part of Great Poland as is 

conſiſtent with a preſcription. againſt him 
of more than three hundred vears; and 
repeated and general renunciations of all 
claims on the republic made fince on 
many ſolemn occaſions. 

But I am apt to think very good rea- 
Zn may, be aſſigned Why this part of che 
treaty was not fulfilled. The character 
of the elector Frederick U. is a ſtrong pre- 
ſumptive proof of this, I ſeize with pe- 
culiar pleaſure this occaſion of doing juſ- 
tice to Frederick II. in the very words of 
the royal memorialiſt. Speaking of this 
very tranſaction of re- - purchafing | the 
New. March, he ſays of the eleftor,— 
„Though he never made an, unjuſt ac- 
£6 quiſition, yet he knew how to make 


*T „good 


. FR" Addn From this 
—— of the elector, it ſhould ſeem 
that he did not think he had any right to 
the diſtrict in queſtion, or he would have 
made it good. In fact the very circum- 
ſtances, under which the order re-ſold 
the March to the elector, explain the 
matter. The knights had refuſed: to ful- 
fill their part of the treaty of 1436, a new 
war, enſued ; the ceſſions to be made by 
Poland, in conſequence of that treaty, 
were thereby rendered null; the order 
was actually at war with Poland, at the 
time they reſold the New March to the 
elector: it was to ſupport that war they 
fold it; and the war continued almoſt 
without interruption till the year 1466. 
This circumſtance would have facilitated 
che elector's making good his rights to 
this portion, if indeed it had belonged 
to, the New March ; but it was to the e- 
ledtor a proof that his rights to the diſ- 


0019123 » See Memoires, p. 14+ 
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trict in queſtion were not legal, and that 
it did not belong to the March; and he 
therefore did not make any claim to it, 
direct or indirect, actual or eventual. 

Is it not ſurpriſing, that what then 
appeared unlawful and unjuſt to the elec- 
tor, ſhould now appear very lawful and 
very juſt to the king? —“ The elector, 
« (ſays the royal memorialiſt) was a 
« prince of probity and honour, not to 
ebe ſeduced by any views of private in- 
« tereſt.” Upon the whole, ſir, it ap- 
pears, that the March was not merely 
mortgaged, but ſold, and alienated to 
the Teutonic order, by Sigiſmund of the 
houſe of Lutzleburgh; it is therefore no- 
thing to the purpoſe to enquire what were 
its bounds at that time : the queſtion is, 
what were the bounds at the time that 
Frederick II. of the houſe of Hohenzol- 
lern re-purchaſed it: and it appears that 
its bounds had not been extended, though 
they ought to have been ſo, in conſequence 
of a treaty made with the order; but the 

| order 
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oxder having infringed their part of the 
trœaty, Poland, refuſed to make good hex, 
part, and give up territories, of which, 
ſhe. had been for time immemorial in 
rightful poſſeſſion ®, 
I The reflection therefore of the e 
atem. that neither the electors of Bran- 
denburgh, nor the knights of the Teuto- 
nic order, nor the emperors of Germany, 
had ever ceded the diſtrict in queſtion, is 


In the extracts from the deduction referred to 
by the king of Pruſſia, one argument made uſe of 
to prove that this portion did anciently belong to 
the New March is, that in ſome ancient docu- 
ments, three towns are to be found belonging to 
the New March, bearing the fame names as three 
towns compriſed within the diſtrict uſurped: in 
paſſing through the New March, I remember ſtop- 
ping at two towns, called one Vienna, and the other 
Warſaw. Suppoſe theſe towns to be deftroyed by 
war or otherwiſe ; would it follow that Vienna 
and Warſaw, capitals of Auſtria and Poland, were 
parts of the New March ? or ſhould a town called 
Scotland, lately uſurped by the king of Pruſſia, be 
Jeſſreyed, would that Tully his claim to the Me 
Wn of Scotland ? 5 e Sous bobgolg 
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juſt as futile and vain as that which cloſed” 
the deduction of the pretended rights to 
Pomerellia : neither the houſe of Bran- 
denburgh, nor the Teutonic order, nor 
the emperors, had any right, direct or 
indirect, to this diſtrict, except what 
was founded on a contract, which not 
having been fulfilled on the one part, 
could not be binding on the other. Ac- 
cordingly, neither the elector, who re- 
purchaſed it, a good and juſt, but at the 
ſame time a firm and intelligent prince, 
nor any of his ſucceſſors, his preſent ma- 
jeſty excepted, laid any claim to the diſ- 
trict in queſtion, though it was re-pur- 
chaſed three nn and nn 
years ago. 

I ſhall not tire Fou, fir, with any ar- 
guments in defence of the right of pre- 
ſcription; I ſhall leave it to your on 
heart to contradict the aſſertion of the 
king of Pruſſia, that this right cannot. be 
pleaded among civilized nations: as pa- 
tience in his majeſty's vocabulary ſignifies 

an 
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an unremitting perſeverance in doing i in- 
Jjuries, ſo, 1 I ſu} P fe, his civilized nations 
are thoſe who have not the Power of re- 
fiſting | or reſenting i injuries; and to ſuch 
a people few rights indeed are allowed. 
I. ſhall not trouble you with any refutation 
of his claims of indemnification for non- 
enjoyment of provinces he never had a 
right to: here he does not put on the ſem- 
blance of reaſon or honeſty. But it may 
be no incurious object to take a curſory 
ſurvey of the treaties and tranſactions be- 
tween Poland and the houſe of Hohen- 
zollern, or, as he pompouſly ſtyles it, the 
royal and electoral houſe of Brandenburgh, 
ſince the treaty of Thorn. 

This treaty was concluded in the year 
1466; | and put an end to the long and 
. wars between Poland and the 

Knights of the Teutonic order. ; Words 
cannot be, invented clearer or ſtronger 
: than are t. there uſed: the reſpective limits 

of th the contracting parties are marked) with 


a | precition that cuts off all. diſpute: 
5 8 1 that 
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that part of Pomennita now claimed by 
the king of Pruſſia is expreſsly 7 
and deſeribed by its Principal towns *{ 
Now, fir, what think you'of the modefty 
of the king of Pruſſia? His original claim 
to Pomerellia goes back to 1295: in the 
year 1308, a margrave of Brandenbutgh, 
to whom the claimant is heir, ſeizes 
Pomerellia, and three years afterwards 
ſells it to the knights of the = 
order; in the year 1454, the ſubje 3 
driven to extremity by the tyranny Gf ths 
order, avail themſelves of their natural 
rights, as you have done in England, 
and as, no doubt, you would do again, 
ſhould you ever, which Heaven forbid, 
find yourſelves in the ſame ſituation, 46 
every people may and ought to do, re- 
nounce their allegiance to ſovereigns who 
had invaded their laws, rights, and Uber⸗ 1 
ties, and put themſelves under another 

fovercign. In the year 1466, this choice 
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* See extracts of chis treaty, e BY 


LS ſee a copy of the treaty at le ength, umo 
7 diplom. tom. III. 5p. wo” MoH 


18 


238 LxTTERS cone REENNMO THY 


is allowed and confirmed, with every poſ- 
ſible ſolemnity, by the rejected ſovereign, 
to whom too the preſent claimant- is heir, 
and in virtue of that heredity alone, holds 
his kingdom: and yet, under pretext, of 
ancient titles, he does not bluſh to tell us, 
he has convinced all Europe of his right 
not only to reclaim this territory, but 
four times as much, the palatinates of 
Culm and Marienburg, with the biſhop- 
rick of Warmia, (likewiſe for ever aſ- 
ſured to Poland by this treaty, ) as indem- 
nifications for non-enjoyment of that 
which two of his anceſtors, to both of 
whom he is heir, had for ever given up. 
That it is in virtue of being heir to the 
knights of the Teutonic order that he holds 
his kingdom is clear, unleſs he will rather 
chuſe to ſay, that it is in virtue of a trea- 
cherous robbery of the order; for in the 


beginning of the ſixteenth century, Albert 5 


of Brandenburgh, great-grandſon of the 
_ eletor Albert Achilles, became maſter 
of the Teutonic order. He declared war 
againſt Poland: the war ended happily 
+ for 
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| for him; for- in the year 152 55Aypart of 
| Pruflia wag erected into a feudal duehycin 
favour. of him and his deſeendants. The 
limits of this duchy are marked out by 
the principal towns, caſtles, rivers, lakes, 
cc; in the ſame manner as that part of 
Pruſſia, which was for ever appropriated 
to Poland, had been deſcribed in the 
treaty of Thorn “. Albert immediately 
quitted the habit, eroſs, and arms of the 
order, and embraced the Proteſtant reli. 
glon; the ſubjects of his new duehy fol- 
lowed his example. Albert Frederick ſue- 
ceeded to this duchy in the year 1569, 
whoſe daughter was given in marriage to 
the elector John Sigiſmund. Albert Fre- 
derick falling into a ſtate of imbecility, the 
elector was appointed his tutor, and at the 
death of Albert Frederick, the duchy of 
Pruſſia was united to the electorate. Now, 
fir, this ſame Albert of Brandenburgh; Nh⁰ 
came to the poſſeſſion of the duchy, now 
the Kingdom ef Pruſſia, as grllud maſter 
of the Teutonic order, who if tlrat quality 
eligqed bobrw See Ap pendi 4 Elo“ Haig 
20] N made 


/ 


Se 
an policy : — \ * 1 — £21 Fe 
bent ſucceſſor; 57 priated 0 ba a0 
ay what bad been gained by and for 
tlie order, obtained the ducky with, "the 
Kine limits, and under the "fame reftric- 
tions, as it had before been granted to to the 
order. John Sigiſmund, WhO united the 
duchy to the electorate, bad it with u 
lame lunits, and under the fame r 
tions; the very words of the oath wi 
« his inveſtiture by John Sigiſmund x prove 
is :—6 Denique etiam Pacta Priora an- 
61 tiqua omnia et Gogula, quocunque tem: 
4 Pore a deceſſoribus meis Prufſiz do- 
1. minis aut ducibus ſervabo & impleho#.” 5 
The dijundive copulative between t 
domini and duces plainly refer to tho 800 


2 03 it 21271 TY 1841} 


* See Letters of Sieiſmund ILL king of 'Poland; 


gs Jahn Bigiſmund,, elector of  Brangen- 
; diploma of inyeſtiture ; proviſio n for the 
e ion of the rights and kibereilh Js 'Prultis'; 
_ whe ſabjes: of — 
Dumont, Corps diplom. vo, v. 4 2235 li, I F 79 
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was erected into 2 duchy, that is the 
Enights of the Teutonic order. | Here 
then are two other formal renunciations 
to Pomerellia, and to every place com- 
priſed under the name of Poliſh Pruſſia. 
-- the year 1655, a treaty of alliance 
and mutual defence was made between 
Frederick William, elector of Branden- 
burg, and the ſtates of Poliſh Pruſſia, in 
the 2oth and 38th article of which the 
elector is allowed to put garriſons into 
ſome of the towns of Pomerellia; and 1 ig 
the 26th article it is Ripulated, that the 
war finiſhed, theſe towns ſhall be reſtored 
to Polabd . abſque ulla Prætenſione . f 
Here hen is another acknowledgmer 
that Pomerellia did of richt 3 to the 
king of Polanßc. 

This treaty was made by Frederick Wits 
fam, whom 1 the royal memorialiſt calls, 
; {Tho great elector, the honour, 


ws dee this act, Dumont, Corps diplom, "7. 


Rn” ii, p. 124. 
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tr glary of his houſe.““ Nor is it to, he | 
wondered at, that the king is ſo layidh 

in his praiſes; he was maſter of his ma- 
jeſty's favourite maxim, qu'il faut sal 
K lier pour ſon avantage of | and conſe- 
quently not be dupe enough to keep 
treaty, that begins to be hurtful to one's 
intereſt. Accordingly, the very year after 
he had made this treaty againſt the king 
of Sweden, the elector changed ſides: and 
to uſe the words of the royal memorialiſt, 
« ag the Swedes had made him advan- 
e tageous propoſitions, he attached him- 
44 ſelf to their fortunes, and conctuded at 
*'Konigſherg a treaty with that crown, 
aby which he recognized himſelf vaſſal 
f Sweden, and did homage for the 
© duchy of Pruſſia, on condition that the 
6 biſnoprick of Warmia ſhould be ſecula- 
© xized in his favour “. Had this elector 
conſidered Pomerellia as a part of his an- 
tient Tammenv he had a fair opportunity 


125 bann. } Bit 1171190 EL) 197 vile 1311 35 
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of making good his claim: for his alliance 
was of infinite importance to Sweden: 
At che latter end of this ſame year 
1656, a ſecond treaty was made between 
the ſame princes, by which the king of 
Sweden releaſes the duchy of Pruſſia from 
the feudal bond, and erects it into an in- 
dependent ſovereignty; and ſo far was the 
elector from imagining that Pomerellia 
belonged of right to him, or that it did 
not belong to the king of Poland, that he 
engages to aſſiſt the king of Sweden in 
forcing the king of Poland to give it up 
to his Swediſh majeſty, as an indemnifi- 
cation for the expences of the war. The 
words of the treaty are: Serenitas ſua 
e gle@oralis ejuſque ſucceſſores legitimi 
e vieiſſim virtute ſæpius dicti articuli VII. 
« tenebuntur uni cum S. R. M. et ejus 
i ſacceſloribus, & regibus, & regno gueciæ 
« agere' & cooperari, ut Boruſſia regia, Po- 
<« merellia; et eò ſpectans Caſſubie; pars, 
item Samogitia, Semigallia, Courlandia, 
et Livonia cum ſuis pertinentiis & juri- 
K R 2 bus 
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bus S. R. M. et ejus ſicceſforibus, regk. 
© bus, & regno Sueciæ; in ſatisfactionem 


e a rege & republica Poloniæ magfiòque 


ducatu Lithuaniz in perpetuum cedari- 
«tur *. Had the elector had the 'leaſt 
idea of having any right to Pomerellia, 
would he not have aſſerted it here, made 


a merit, and acquired greater conſequence 


with his new ally, by yielding his intereſt 
therein, and not have ranked it willy _ 
undiſputed poſſeſſions of Poland? 


The royal memorialiſt, — ort the 


elector, ſays : « the effects of his good 
faith were, that he affiſted his allies :” 


his good faith was the well known fides 


Puniea: he aſſiſted his allies, if you will, 
but he changed his allies as often 'as a 
coquette changes her lovers, This laſt 
treaty was made with Sweden on the roth 
of November 1655: and on the 12th of 
December in the ſame year, he made a 

ſeeret treaty, with John Caſimir king of 


'2*'See this'treaty, Dumont, Corps eb _— 


. N ii. p. 152. 
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Poland. For, as the. royal; memorialiſt 
elector, to prevent the laws of neceſſity, 
and to yield with a good graee*,” 


In the year 1657, was ſigned the treaty 


Nele ic whith the ele ef fene 


all rights acquired by his treaties with 


Sweden, and particularly on the biſhop- 
rick, of Warmia: the king of Poland, on 


his part, releaſes the duchy of Pruſſia from 
the feudal tie, and erects it into an inde- 
pendent ſovereignty, * iis finibus eireum- 


ſeriptum quibus olim jure feudi poſ- 


ſidebatur:“ in lieu of vaſſalage the 
elector and his ſucceſſors to be allied with 
the republic “ perpetuo & inviolabili 
+ faedere:” never to make alliances with 
the enemies of the republic, and renoun= 
cing ( plenarie, et abſque ulla reſervar 


The ſentenee le incomplete in che originaly 


that this maxim was afterwards - generally adopted 
in his houſe. 10 fl 1634 17 
51116107 8 R 3 tione, “ 
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tione;'* to all that belonged to Poland's, 
The kinge of | Hungary; Bohemia, and 
Denmark, together with the States Gene. 
ral; are guarantees of this treat j 
During the courſe of this ſame year 
the treaiy of Velaw was confirmed at 
Bydgoſc. In the adi of ratification the 
king confers upon the elector the diſtricts 
of Bytow and Lavenburgh as fiefs to be 
holden of the crown of Poland: they 
were parts of little Pomerania, or Pome- 
rellia. How came the elector to receive 
this part of Pomerania as a fief revertible 
to the crown of Poland, ane he were 
| rightful heir to the whole beg u 

Stop here a moment, Sir; confider the 
order, tenor, and force of theſe acts of 
renunciation; examine the articles re- 
ferred to, and contained in the Appen- 
dix 7. 7 the firſt is as we defined 


7 741 


8 a (1941 
Sa. » See 1 5 FRG treaty, d z and 
ſee a copy of the treaty entire in Dumont, Corps 
* Jiplom. vol. VI. f oe ed tne of 
Ali Under the letters . Noc... 9210“, 


? t * * 


ren, 
17 * 


what 
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what is to be underſtood by Foliſh Pruſſia, 
of, which ,Pomerellia is declar ed tg he a 
part; and all tight or pretenſion ton it ig 
renounced by the order, Who had bought 
it of a margrave of Brandenburgh, who 
had violently diſſeiſed a king of Poland of 
it: by the ſecond is particularly marked 
out what part of Pruſſia ſhould belong to 
the houſe of Brandenburgh.;; by the third, 
an elector of Brandenburgh, then duke of 
Pomerania, renounces fully, and without 
any reſerve, every thing that belongs to 
Poland; and this ſame elector, duke of 
Pomerania, had, a year before, in a treaty 
with Sweden, declared, that Pomerellia 
did belong to Poland; declared the fame 

thing in this treaty, and in, conſequence 

: thereof, _ evacuated. Dirſchau,, a, town of 

Pomerellia: and, to crown all, makes 
1 the oblervance of this treaty an engage 
ment taken in lieu of vaſſalage; and 
therefore ' the eſſential condition, the ſine 
qua non, upon which he and his heirs : 
were to hold the then duchy, now king- 
Hr R 4 dom 


26d eee CONDERNANG 1 THm: 1 | 


dem f Fauſſia n- udgei afterithis ofi.che 
modeſty of; the men whooeam et n a 
claimatog Pomerellia: four hundred years 
earlier chan zheſe acts, and even ndd, that 
the dukes of Pomerania had / neven res 

nunced that claim. Were juſtice alone 

toſ be conſulted, inſtead of allowing his 
Claims, the would pronounce the kingdom 
of Pruſſia, ipſo facto, forfeited; and, de 
jure, reverted to the crown of Poland. 
In the year 1660 the war between Po⸗ 
land and Sweden was terminated. by the 
peace of Oliva. As almoſt all the princes 
off the North had been involved in this 
War, either as principals: or allies, provi- 
ſion was made for the claims of them all. 
Here then was another fair opportunity 
for the houſe of Brandenburgh to pro- 
duce and make good its claims, upon Po- 
land, if any ſuch. it had: on the contra- 
1. the ſecond, ſev enth, eighth, and fif- 
teenth articles contain a formal acknow- 
ledgement, that all the contracting par- 
ties conſidered all the Royal, or Poliſh 
nt P I uſſia, 


Paar TAT Poli! Sf 
Pdoſfia, ſdehu ab ir:theh-wastund füchngb 
it continued to be till the late ufarpations} 
a8 belohging of right to the king and re 
publie of Poland. This right is möfe 
particularly recogniſed by à ſepatate act 
of the elector of Brandenburgii, in which 
he ſtipulates for the independence of the 
ducal Pruſſia according to the treaties f 
Velaw and Bydgoſc. Had the houſe! of 
Brandenburgh had any right ts" the pros 
vinces now claimed, the elector | wohld 
not Have been ſilent on them tlien: ſilenet 
at ſuch a moment is a renunciation. All 
the contracting parties, tam principales 
« quam” fæderate, guaranty all ttfie 
ceſſions and reſtitutions contained in this 
treaty.” It was made by the mediation 
of the crown of France; guarantied by 
that crown, the houſe of Auſtria, the 
crowns of Great Britain and Spain . Fn 
the ſeparate act, guarantied by tlie amis 
powers, the elector refers the guaranitees 

gee Johannis Georgi Bochmii 4 Aga Zacis ite! 
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wo, the, treaties af Velaw and Bydgalc, as 
containing a full deciſion of all his rights 
on the ide of Pruſſia: by this reference 
he puts theſe treaties under their guaranty 
and tuition; and they, by including this 
ſeparate act, and giving it the ſame force 
as if inſerted in the body of the act, do as 
effectually guaranty the treaties there re- 
ferred to, as they do that of Oliva. It is 
thus the king of Pruſſia himſelf under- 
ſtood it. Speaking of the treaty of Oliva, 
he ſays: On garantit à l'electeur le 
<«, traite de Braunſberg.“ Braunſberg is 
the German name for Bydgoſc *: the 
treaty of Bydgoſc was a confir mation of 
the treaty of Vela: 4 54 | 
In the year 1699, the los EAI | 
II. % took advantage (ſays the royal bio- 
e grapher) of the troubles of Poland, and 
\<, ſeized upon Elbing to reimburſe him- 
ſelf. for a ſum due from Poland f.“ 
The time of payment was fixed by a treaty; 


3 See Memoires, P. 129. 
5 © + See Memoires, p. 220. 
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4 cron aft certain Jeirels wete pledged 
48 a ſecürity ts thb elector, audit Was 
agreed, that in default of payment he 
mould enter on the territorles of Elbing. 
The laſt article of this treaty ſays: (t Re. 
« liqua omnia, omnibus omnibus fublatis ab urin 
— 
«© et recentiorum pattoran ver nſfium 
$6 manebunt T4614 GH Rd; 44 223 if 
In the next year this ſame Hedberg 
tained from' the emperor the'title of king, 
and was thenceforth called Frederick L.: 
as elector of Saxony, Augufſtus II. ac- 
knowledged the title: but though Frede- 
rick gave the ſtrongeſt aſſurances to the 
republic, that by this inereaſe of dignity 
he did not mean to lay any claim or form 
any pretenſions on her, ſtill ſne refuſed 
to acknowledge the title: nor was it ac- 
knowledged till the year 1764; nor 
then till the plenipotentiaries from Berlin 
had declared in the moſt ſolemn manner, 


* See this treaty in Dumont, Corps Djplom: vol. 
VI. Partie ii. p. 474+ | 


that 
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chat fhair maſter laid ng e 
non pretenſions on Poland q the words 
are 58. RI MI. Boruſhe nec animus nec 
%menk eſt, uſu regii tituli; tractatibus & 
e conventionibus inter illam & ſereniſſi - 

am Rempi feliciter exiſtentibus quic- 
quid præjudicii afferre: quin potius 
*dbmnium Reip. jurium æquè ac liberta+ 
i tum garantiam ſeu tuitionem præſtabit; 
& manu tenebit. The word ©, poſſeſ- 
fones“ was here omitted, either by ae 
dent, or deſign ; but, in a ſecond act 
drawn'up by the republic, and confirmed 
and ſigned by the king of Prufſia's: own 
hand, it was ſtipulated, that this acknow-+ 
ledgment ſhould be « ſine finium regni 
&© Poloni imminutione, et quum cætero- 
«rm regionum; tum Pruſſi cum prats 
«(gio" regno junctæ damno t neo non 
4 ſuribus, titulis, prærogativiſque regum 
«/Pglotitz" ſalvis This ſurely was a 
fill renuncistier f all' claims upon Pe- 


* Sce Lengnich Juſ. pub, Pol. lib. I. cap. v. ſect. 
28 = | 1 
n | lagd, 
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lands oeitker us king) of Priiflia, vbettor uf 
Brandenburgh) or duke of Pomethnia. 
Yet now he can tell ud He has never re- 
nouneed his claims, and that fill Europe 
its' convinced of the juſtice of them. 22 
This is the more revolting, as: this 
fame king of Pruſſia tells us; that when 
France endeavoured to perſuade his Fa- 
ther to ſend a body of troops into Poliſh 
Pruſſia, and ſequeſter it, as he had done 
Swediſh Pomerania, the king refuſed it, 
_$:becauſe,” ſays the memorialiſt, he 
thought it unjuſt. u? Should you again 
aſk me, Sir, what could make that ap- 
pear: juſt to the | ſon; which appeared ſo 
palpably unjuſt to the father, the anſwer 
muſt again be ſought in the; difference of 
their characters. The late king of Pruſſia 
was an honeſt man, though of the, houſe 
of Hohenzollern: I love to do homage 
to rare merit; ſo take his character in the 

words of the royal memorialiſt; 5 He 


o 
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« knew 
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&« e thgagemiiith, that neither 77850 in c 
* tereſt nor ambition were liſtened to, 
« when he was called on to fulfil them“ 
The notions of the ſon are more enlarged. 
Would you have his picture, ſir? He 
ſhall give it you: mit is like him, though 
he drew it for the emperor Leopold. 8 He : 
% knows no rights but his own; no pre- 
« tenſions but thoſe of the houſe of Bran- | 
& denburg ; no other rule of juſtice but 
<« his own pride and ambition.“ 

In the letters patent the towns of Thorn 
and Dantzig were excepted from the u- 
ſurpations of his Pruſſian majeſty. This 
exception appeared neceſſary to prevent 
the commercial and maritime powers from 
taking the alarm. You may judge of the | 
Wer o& the trade to > Dantzig by the 


474" 


during the year 1771 . Weh reg 


| ® hs ib. 362. | 
-" See Appendix ix * 
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It 14 111 
there, you,” yall just permit Fe to o add. 
that the Britiſh, goods conſumed in Po- 
land and Lithuania are. almoſt 7 15 hy. 
way of Dantzig; ; that the goods exported 
from Great Britain to Poland greatly ex- 
ceed thoſe ſent from Poland to Great Bri 
tain ; ; that all Britiſh goods, of whatever 
denomination, are permitted; that the 


duties upon them are very low ; that 
9911011 . | i, £4 
many articles are ſent there, for which, 
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| there i is no longer a demand! in other coun- 
tries: Poland is, 1 believe, almoſt the on- : 
ly country that imports your ſugars tho- 
roughly refined to the laſt ſtage of that 
manufacture, Which it does 3 in large quan- 
tities. The exports from England of t to- 
bacco, manufactured in all its ſpecies, 19, 
greater to Poland than to any other coun- 


try; Poland conſumes large quantities, of, 


"or woollen goods q it takes from vou. 
large q We of hardware, malt 0 lie, 
quors, pimento, ginger, pepper, rice, 
coffee, leather, lead, bk ſalt, ſea coals, 


&c. 


pt. 44 4 
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*. (it would make large quantities of ten, 
i that trade were free; and large quanti- 
ties of cod and herring from 1 
—— APE £15444 eee 

As all theſe goods, as well as ue 
N other countries, are imported at 
Dantzig, though conſumed in Poland and 
Lithuania, the king of Pruſſia ſaw that 
the ſeizure of Dantzig would naturally 
alarm the commercial and maritime 
powers, and he therefore declared it free 
in his letters patent; reſerving to himſelf 
to reduce that freedom to n- ” after- 
eee 1 n 

He knew beſides, ar, that his A 
aint liberties of a were guarrantied 
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*.I have g now, before x me a liſt of ſhips entered at 
Dantzig, in the year 1769, vis, Dantzigers 1553 
Engliſh 90; Swediſh 300; Daniſh 6; French 
2 Dutch 310 Lubeck and Pomerania 163 in 
all, 1037. I know tho account, is. dot petſoc, 
Fe. che tonnage is not ſpecified: but | 

at the loweſt rate, would not the ſeinare of 
ſich a town be 4 ene for & * 


powet\ rtr * L , 
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dy al the powers, of Becher "and the 
not in a flight" aud tranſient manner, but 
by ſuch à regular ſucceſſion of acts, as is 
almoſt unexampled in hiſtöry. And he 
he might have. done, on the ſupineneſs 
and mee * theſe n ue 
tees. A, | 

He avg 41 1 PTY the 
| rights and liberties of Dantzig had been only 
obliquely, or.at moſt but partially attacked, 
many of the powers in Europe had ex- 
ted themſelves in its defen ee. 
The States General have on many occa- 
ions aſſerted and defended. the rights and 
liberties of Dantzig. It was by their me- 
diation that the 42d article was inſerted 
in tlie treaty concluded between | 
rack and Sweden, in the year 1 by 
which the rights, liberties, and commerce 
or Dantzig” are expreſſy ſecured. In the 
Ware 'betw een Poland and "Swe eden, they 
heed dhe; lame attention to theſe objeQs3 
they concluded a treaty with Denmark for 
M 1 the 
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the ſame purpoſe, in 1646; they aſſiſted 
the town. with a fleet and a ecke 
to its garriſon. 1 worth 

France had ſhewn equal attention to „We 
re and welfare of the town; and that 
fo. lately as 1716 and 1766. 
\/ Ruſſia had likewife guarantied all its 
rights, libertics, and privileges repeatedly 
and ſolemnly, in the year 1736; again at 
the acceſſion of the preſent empreſs, and 
more lately in the year 1767. 594899 

L only hint, fir, at a few of the diffe- 
rent acts of guaranty of the other powers, 
permit me to be a little more explicit as 
to thoſe of Great Britain, the rather as 
you ſeem to imagine that the town of 
Dantzig has no other right to reclaim the 
aſſiſtance of your court than what it de- 
rives from the e of che "Oy .of 
Oivhd ) ; 
_ + Ldhall not, like his Prufffan e 
much ſtreſs upon treaties and tranfactions 
paſt three or four centuries ago, fuck; as 
the treaty concluded in 1436, between 

ny 
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Hemty VI. and the Hanſe tons among 
Which was Dantrig, or that concluded 
in 1474, between Edward IV. and the 
ſame towns, or even that concluded in 
163 t between Charles I. and the town of 
Dantzig in particular. I mention theſe 
only to prove that the preſervation of the 
rights and liberties of Dantzig has always 

been conſidered as an important object 
from the firſt moment that commerce 
reared its head in England. But I would 
with to direct your attention to treaties 

more full, explicit, and recent. 

In the year 1655, a treaty was con- 

oluded at Elbing, between Charles Guſ- 
tavus, king of Sweden, and the States Ge- 
neral, to which England, France, Den- 
mark, and the houſe. of Brandenburgh ac- 
ceded; the town of Dantzig is particu- 
larly and by name included. — “ Civitas 

«.quoque Gedanenſis comprehendatur & 

«inecludatur, quemadmodum hifce com- 

+ prehenditur- & includitur, cum omnibus 
199920 2; p1 -  Sobulonus 1650 tall 
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6 ulis juribus, privilegiis, immunitatibus, 
1 libertatibus,” & legirime receptis conſue- 
« tudinibus, falva atque integra fide, quam 
« prædicta civitas regi Poloniæ debet, ita 
« ut ceſſet inter 8. R. M. Sueciæ et civi- 
« tatem Gedanenſem, omnis hoſtilitas.“ 
And that you may not imagine, the in- 
tention of this treaty was only to ſecure 
the town of Dantzig from acts of hoſtili- 
ty on the part of the king of Sweden, the 
treaty adds, © Proinde neque altiſſime 
« prxmemorati reges Galliz et Daniæ, 
ce Protector Angliæ, Scotiæ, et Hiberniæ, 
« electorque Brandeburgenſis, neque præ- 
c fata civitas Gedanenſis ullo modo ab al- 
« terutro fæderatorum impedientur in na- 
&« vigatione, atque libero commerciorum 
te uſu, in prædictis maribus atque flumi- 
& nibus; ut nec in regnis, ditionibus, 
e urbibus, dominiis, juribus, atque liber- 
66 tatibus ſuis, directè vel indirectè ullum 
& jis incommodum vel injuria nunc, yel 


% in Poſterum ab alterutro fæderatorum 
| © crea 


1 2 
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*.creabitur®.”. The, word .* fderati” 


comprebends. not. only. Sweden and Hol- 
land, but, all the princes and ates, ad- 
mitted as contracting parties. That this 
interpretation is not arbitrary, nor in- 
vented to ſerve à particular purpoſe, ap- 
pears from a treaty concluded at the 
Hague, on the twenty-firſt of May, 1659, 
between England, France, and Holland, 
for the purpoſe of forcing the northern 
powers to make peace: by the ſixth ar- 
tiele of which they engage *© de faire leur 
„ poſſible pour mettre en ſa. perfection 
„le traité d' Elbing & les elucidations 
„ d'ice- lui; & que l'electeur de Brandes 
burg & la ville de Dantzig puiſſent 
<.zouir des effets de Vincluſion dans le 
„dit traits f.“ | It appears fill farther 
from another treaty made likewiſe, at 
the r in the ſame year, between 


4 


| * Sos this treaty in n Dumont, Corps diplom. 
vol. VI. partie i r 

''+ dee this treaty, Dumont, Corps diplom. vol. 
VI, partie ii. p. 252. 
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England and Holland, for the ſame pur- 
poſe'of reſtoring peace in the North; and 
ellforeing tlie treaty of Elbing; in whidi 
it is likewiſe ſtipulated, „que tous les 
« etats cotupris dans la dite alliance Foul: 
«'ront deſcommodités et benefices ſtipu- 
« I&es dans le dit traits & Here the 
ſtates included in the treaty of Elbing are 
ſtyled « 16s etats compris dans Palliance; 
that is « fæderati.“ The ſenſe of the term 
is preciſely fixed by the very parti in 
the treaty: the elector of Brandenburgh 
was one of the parties, and as ſuch en- 
gaged never to infringe the rights and li- 
berties of the town of Danzig: — * nec 
« tunc nec in poſterum: po England was one 
of the parties, and as ſuch obliged to ſee to 
the execution of it; and engaged herſelf 
ib to do by two other treaties made after- 
wards, 8 
- I have already mentioned the treaties 
of Vela, Bydgaley: and Oliva; to en- 


2 8 force 
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force 4he;execution, of Which theiking, of 
Great Bcitain did, as. guaranteg, and at 
the deſire of the king of Pruſſa, again 


engage himſelf by the firſt ſeparate, article 


of, the treaty, concluded at Hanover, in 


the year 1725, between Great Britain, 


France, and Prufſia*. . 

In the year 1707, Queen how con. 
cluded a treaty with the town of Dant- 
zig, by which, among other privileges, 
the: Engliſh are allowed to have maga- 
zines, of their own, and there. to keep 
their, goods as long as they pleaſe, and 
and ſell them when the price is moſt ad- 
vantageous to them; a privilege, I be- 
Heve, not common in many ports; at 
leaſt at Riga, I know, the factors, muſt 
either fell, or re- export their merchan- 


diſes in fourteen days; they are allowed 


by the ſame treaty, at certain ſeaſons, to 
| MNi'T- Hg 


* See Solle om of treaties,” dedicated to Sir 


Robert Walpole, in four vols. 8vo. Lond. 1732. 


vol. IV. p. 150. See alſo E Recucl hiſ- 
torique, vol, II. p. 189. els 
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fell; heir goods ſtrangers, as well as 
eitizens3: 10 that every poſſible method ĩ 
taken to enable the Britiſh; merchantr; to 
diſpoſe of his goods to the beſt advantag. 
By the ſame treaty it is ſtipulated, that 
no, advantages ſhall | hereafter be granted 
to any other nation, without being at the 
ſame time, and . facto, communicated 
Xo the Englifh “. 19611 6 33 
All the piivileges: dos, aha town 
of Dantzig, and reciprocally thoſe granted 

by the town to England, are again con- 
firmed by the 1 zth article of the treaty of 
Utrecht. And though this article, as well 
às the treaty of Queen Anne, may be 
thought to contain only aſſurances of mu- 
tual privileges in matters of commerce, 
yet moſt certainly they imply alſo aſſu- 
-rances of protection on the part of Eng- 
land, ſo far forth, as is neceſſary to ſe- 

cure the town from being deprived of the 
[enjoyment of theſe privileges n as 


See other extracts from this treaty, Appendix, 1 
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of Uxrernal violence! Thib des the n tb 
pretation abways put em all the trxaties sf 
commetee made with the Hanſer towns! 
But further! ſo late as the yet 156% che 
empreſs of Ruiſſia made a treaty with thi 
town of Dantzig; of which 1 fend you 
am authentic tranſlation v Tou will there 
find the following words. Moreover, 

« ag it is our intereſt that the ſaid city of 
„„Pantzig ſhould remain in its preſent 
«ſtate, without any change, we dol re- 
new to the ſaid: city our moſt gracious 
'* guaranty; promiſing! effectually to ꝓro- 
tet the ſame againſt all and ſingular 
* pretenſions and demands whatever; now 
% made, or hereafter to be made upon it: 
„ and ever willingly to grant our ſtrongeſt 
„ interpoſition towards fully and entirely 
maintaining it in all its rights, liber- 
ties, privileges, cuſtoms, religious or 
1% civil; and ſpecially in the poſſeſſion of 
tits territories and lands; in its rightiof 
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navigation, commerce, port, coinage, 
and garriſon, without any diminution 
„% thereof. — There is a pleaſure in read- 
ing the public acts of her | Czarian, ma- 
jeſty, they are ſo clear, ſo full, ſo ex- 
preſſive; truth itſelf ſeems to guide her 
pen. Her majeſty goes on: „ Should it 
„ ſo. happen, which God in his mercy 
„ avert, that the preſent diſſenſions about 
the rights of the Diſſidents ſhould 
bring on a war, the ſaid town being a 
part of the Diſſidents, ſhall, provided it 
4 join the good cauſe, be protected by us. 
« And moreover, ſhould the city, in con- 
« ſequence of theſe troubles, ſuſtain any 
« mjury either in its goods, chattels, or 
revenues, ſhould any infraction be made 
„ Of | its rights, at the pacification, not 
only reparation ſhall be made for the 
injuries ſuſtained, but all its rights and 
„privileges ſhall be again moſt ſtrongly 
all the other high powers engaged with 
*'us in the cauſe of the Diſſidents.” 
„late 5 8 | Now, 
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No, fir,” the king of Pruſſia knew | 
that he Was one of the powers engaged 
with the empreſy in this ſame cauſe of the 
Diſſidents. He knew too, chat in the act 
cited in my laſt, not only Denmark and 
Sweden, but Great Britain too was de- 
olared a party in this cauſe: and he hard 
ly preſumed enough upon the tameneſs 
of your court, to imagine, that you would 
ſee this treaty violated, and, in contempt 
of it, Dantzig ſeized with impunity. It 
was natural to reaſon thus. Either Ruſſia 
made this plain and ſtrong uſe of the 
name of Great Britain, with the conſent 
and authority of the court of Great Bri- 
tain; and in ſuch caſe that court will 
think itſelf bound to fulfil a guaranty. fo 
full and expreſſive, made ſo lately and 
ſolemnly; or Ruſſia took this ſtep without 
the knowledge and authority of the court 
of Great Britain; and in ſuch caſe the 
Honour of that court will require, that 
RNuſſia do fulfil engagements, to which 
ſhe has made Great Britain a party, who 

0 certainly 
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certainly! will/ not ſubmit to ſo ; groſs: an 
affront; | as being made, without her 
knowledge,” the tool of oppreſſion . 
But though theſe conſiderations were 
ſtrong enough to prevent the king of Pruſ- 
ſia from coming immediately to overt: acts 
of violence, they were not of weight ſuf- 
ficient: to prevent his reſolution of under - 
mining and eee, thoſe 3 — 


pretended to reſpect. e819) e ve 
He began by ſeizing on he tveritgrics 


of the town, under pretence of their hav- 


ing been formerly parts of Poliſh Pruffiaz 
and though alienated and ceded to the 
town by the kings of Poland, yet he de- 


clared theſe alienations void, becauſe 


having been made at à time, that the 


province and town were under the ſame 
prince, the reaſons of making them ceaſ- 


ed) now they were fallen under the do- 
minion of different maſters. Upon this/ 


ptetext he ſeized upon the little iſand of 


Holm, the peninſulas of Hela and Legan, 
a ſuburd'called Scheidlitz; another called: 
Scharpau; 


0 
| 
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Scharpau; the diſtrict of Nehring, and 
the canal called the Fahrwaſſer-. Herhad: 
already ſeized, as parts acknowledged to 
belong to Poliſh Pruſſia, an angle of the 

port called Puziger- Winkel, the ſuburbs 
of Dantzig, called Scotland, Hoppenbruch, 
Holland; a little town called Stoltzem- 
berg, a village called Langfauhr; the 
abbey of Oliva, with all its dependencies. 
By theſe ſeizures he commands the town, 
being maſter of all the heights around it, 

of its gates, works, and harbour: upon 
the ſame principle he claimed and ſeized 
all the port- duties. 

And here he behaved with ma 
cd inſolence to Great Britain, and all the 
powers trading to Dantzig ; for he height» 
ened the duties upon all goods exported, 
and imported, which is a direct breach of 
the firſt and ſecond articles of the, treaty, 
with queen Anne, in which it is expreſly, 
ſtipulated, that the duties ſhould remain | 
as they were then fixed, and Britiſh goods 
be ſubject to no other payment what-+. 


ever. 
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ever . I kno his miniſters deny this, 
and even pledge their maſter's honour in 
ſupport of it: the merchants' books Will 
prove the truth of my aſſertion; and Tam 
apt to think, moſt people will look upon 
them as better vouchers than his Pruſſian 
majeſty's word of honour. To mention 
only two inftances ; the duties upon to- 
bacco are augmented ſo highly, that they 
amount to a total prohibition; under the 
name of port-duties, he inſiſted on the 
Britiſh nation's paying certain "monies, 
which had never been paid either to the 
kings of Poland or the town, but folely to 
truſtees appointed by the factory for parti- 
cular national Rn T. He 5 an 


U * See Appendix, 8 

＋ Shonld the Britiſh miniſtry have occaſion to 
ſpeak on this ſubject again, I will venture to fore- 
tell the anſwer : it will be allowed that the duties 
are heightened for the moment; but aſſurances at 
the ſame time will be given, that as ſoon as the town 
has ſubmitted itſelf to the king of Pruſſia, every 
thing ſhall be put, on the ancient footing, They 
will know what reliance is to be had, on future 
promiſes, from the truth of preſent repreſentations. 


1 wiſh 
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edit, attributing the excluſive right of the 
importation and exportation of ſalt to the 
veſſels of a new maritime company; in 
direct contradiction to the ſame treaty, 
which allows the Britiſh merchants to ex- 


port and import it in Britiſh bottoms. 


He erected another company, to which he 
attributed the excluſive commerce of wax. 
He forced the Britiſh merchants to pay 


all the duties immediately, and before the 


ſhips, entered into the harbour, refuſing 
not only the joint ſecurity of the conſul 
and nation, but even the requeſt of the 
conſul to accept a depoſit of the money, 
till he could receive orders from his 
court, though, by the ſame treaty, it is 


expreſly ſtipulated, that the Britiſh mer- 
. chants be allowed to give ſeently for the 


Payments, | 
The town of Dantzig, tl i in bh 


vileges eſſential to its exiſtence, publiſtied 


1 211% 2 5 1101 
a de due tion of its rights, drawn from au- 
ren they may be able, by any negociation, to ſe- 
cute the rights ar and en of the town. e 
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3 a The. king of: Pruſſia 
ſeized with eagerneſs this opportunity of 
drawing off the attention of the other 
view; and taking it for granted, that his 
ſeizures in Poliſh Pruſſia were recognized 
to be juſt and lawful, ſets off from thence, 
and attempts to refute the deduction f 
Dantzig. The magiſtrates are aQually 
employed in drawing up a reply to this 
pretended refutation. But ſurely the con- 
teſt is no longer equal; his rights are 
founded on a falſe ſuppoſition that the 
ſeizure of Poliſh Pruſſia is legal; and, that 
ſuppoſed, they are to be proved by the 
records of the abbey of Oliva; but that 
abbey and thoſe records are in his poſſeſ- 
ion; and how eaſy will it be for him to 
make them ſpeak any language he pleaſes? 
to make them vouch whatever his intereſts 
require ? He, who has been fo often,” and 
ately, convicted of coining falſe momey, 
mm without 3 , be OP 


— they. wil a treat — 
. falified ee Great Bri- 
tain did not guaranty the walls of a town, 
but a place which was to be a general 

mart for her goods, from hence a great 
and extenſive kingdom was to be ſupplied 
with her manufactures and merchandizes; 
the ſpirit of ſuch a guaranty requires that 
ſhe: hould ſecure to the town all that is 
neceſſary to this end. Were the claims of 
the king of Pruſſia upon theſe diſtricts of 
Poland authenticated, ſtill ſhe would have 
a right to inſiſt on his ceding every thing 
 neceflary} to this end; with how much 
— andlans ſince thoſe claims ate ſeen 
to be falſe and ſuppoſed? %, , e, 
— the . * 


— — — — in- 
6 depen- 
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Aependent of the King of Pfuſſia; its Ci 
There” bafinot fubfiff unleſs it Has the full 
3H etelüftde ſovereignty over che hats 
botit ; unlefs he relinquiſhes not only the 
territories belonging to the town, but 
inlatiy of his other ſeizures in Polifh Pruſ- 
fla, and eſpecially the places, which, 1 
Have told you, command the town; un- 
ſeſs the navigation on tlie Viſtula be free; 
Unleſs provifion be made againſt the im- 
Poſition of new duties, euſtoms, or ex- 
*iſes on the goods coming to, or going 
from Dantzig, by land or water; unleſs 
it be put out of his power to turn the 
tourſe of the Viſtula into the Nogat: nor 
perhaps would all thefe precautions put 
your commerce on the ſame advantage- 
"ous footing it was before: moſt certaiflly 
they will not, unlefs at the ſame time 
you reſtrain the uſurpations of the three 
powers. It is not enough to ſecurè the 
'Yepolitory"6f your goods; the channels of 
onfumption muſt be preſerveck: With 
"dit tonfumets there can be no purchaſ- 
ers ? fr thoſe who bold purchaſe are 


* irre- 
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irretrievablyimpayeriſhed,, or falh, ynder 
| nme Harare FAN oF VHGAT 
phy the nigh. of goods and mer 
chandiſes. conſumed in the countries oer 
qupied by ; Auſtria, Ruſſia, and, Pruſſia, 


and thoſe conſumed, in the ſame countries, 
Mhile ber We under the Poliſh: Lal 


be e by | the wo 0. for 
mer; and many will be prohibited in the 
latter. Under the Pruſſian government 
it is not poſſible there ſhould be many 


wealthy ſubjects: in Poland there were 


many: their riches aroſe from agricul- 
ture: there was ſcarce a manufactory in 

che Kingdom: and neither the genius of 
the people, nor the ſituation of the coun- 


try, made it eaſy to eſtabliſn them for a 


century at leaſt. * 0 
But the mere 1 of; one e luceptiye 
branch of commerce is not the only, evil 
Gxeat Britain has to fear from the ſeizure 
ef Dantzig. A new commercial and ma- 


xitime power will be formed. Nor can 
2741 I 2 you, 
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you, I think; be the dupe of that om 
mon opinion, that Pruſſia being a mili- 
tary government, commerce cannot flou- 
rifſi there : this 18 arguing from the pre- 
ſent tate of the kingdom to another very 
different one: with his views of ambi- 
tion it was neceſlary to eſtabliſh a mili- 
tary government; it was neceſſary that 
his military eſtabliſhment ſhould. be out of 
all proportion with his civil force: ins 
word, it was neceflary that he ſhould con» 

tinually make unnatural efforts; how 
elſe could he hope to make ſuch acquiſi- 
tions? But allow him to acquire a little 
more, and his military eſtabliſhment will 

be no longer diſproportionate, his ſitua- | 
tion will at once be eaſy and natural; 
and what ſhould hinder him then from 
applying himſelf to commerce and navi 
gation? He will be ſoon able to ſurmount 
difficulties, which were inſurmountable 

even tal Lewis XIV. The materials of 
Building" are at hand and cheap; he has 
Hot the -watchful' eye of a jealous. - 


bour to fear; workmen may be eaſily d 
Yor ovary 


1 
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bauched; he is rich; wood, chat, if Lam 
well informed, has been preparing .theſe, 
two years in Sileſia, for your navy, and, 
under the direction of your artificers, may. 
be appropriated, and the artificers compel- 
led to ſerve him. He has a thouſand ad- 
vantages, which people do not, or will 
not attend to. So apt are we to conſi- 
der that as impoſſible, which is only dif- 
ficult; as impracticable, what has never 
N properly attempted. 1 
kde failure of two attempts, the efia- 
bliſhing of an India and Levant com- 
pany, prove nothing againſt my argity 
ments: he was not then what he, will be 
now. In the mean time men are blind 
to what he has done for the interior com- 
merce and manufactures of home con- 
ſumption, with all his diſadvantages of 
à confined country and a too numerous 
army, eſpecially in the manufactures; of 
woollen goods, and hats, with, which 
he ſupplies not only his own army and 
fubjects, but even many of the neigh- 
pe ia of Germany. x. 
3 Lou 
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Ai ide; 5103 i wy 1 0 „Hr, a pr 
I t ink, 


ou haye now 
1 44.1 p. je} Ine {4 1 


good idea "of his Pru jan maje con- 


ISA 8% 4 i + 2 1 T ſt 1 
duct with reſpect do us: : he "foes bac 


five hundred years te to find 6 dc Ms | 
of a claim to two diftrids this clan, the? 
evidently groundleſs, he fu ppoſes ell 
1 he then concludes, © that, 5y 
way of indemnification for non-enjoymbhr 
of FTE never belonged to him, he may 
add to Bis ſeizures another tract of land 
three times as extenſive :' though before 
"his claims were avowed, his 'robbeties 
and pillages were ſo enormous, that they 
"would have purchaſed his "marquiſtite, 
and electorate : but there he ſays, his 
Aa ceaſe: he renounces all further 
pretenſions. Scarce is the renunciation 
Pronounced, when he repents of it: and 
adds the extenſive and fertile province of 
Cihavia; ſeizes on the territöries of Thorn, 
ſummons. the town tb do him homage, 
: though expreſaly excepted from his Uſür- 
N in His own manifeſto; ſeites the 
N territories, revenues, and harbour '6f"the 
8 1 only 
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N marizime . town in | ths: bw 
Youu f li i ewiſe © expreſily excepted, from 
his, uf urpations | in his own mantfefs; 
augments. the duties, erects new "exciles, 
eſtabliſhes monopolies, affronts our friefds 
and en by ſtopping their ſhips, and and 
annulling their privileges, and then feng $ 
his miniſters. ta aſſure. your court and 
others, that theſe allegations are not true; ; 
- employs agents at Pillaw and Konigſherg 
to perſuade your manufacturing towns 


291707 


| 5 their trade will not ſuffer; 1 A d 
aſſures all Europe in a public declaration, 
that he has nothing in view in all be does, 
but to put the trade of the town. on a more 
: flouriſhing footing. For fo che cloſes. ih 
.: pretended refutation of the. rights pt 
i a7 4 159 hoonmonong 
„think 1 n now, fir, oy acquitted 
has of my. original, promiſe: 9 5 
Pchave proved what I, aſſertęd in, my ah ſt 
Letter, that of the ſix propo ard FM 
hich the firſt joiut-manifeſto of 1 8 5 
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appear to, hertrne, and thei heſtia contimiad 
tiflue of axtifice and falſhoodsce; 421713) ood 
Permit me, however, to intrude a little 
longer on your patience, while L venturg, 
though with diffdence, to hint myrideas 
of the extent of his Pruſſian majeſty's pre- 
| pat, lag,, bn +6 SNA s Doug 280 
If you conſider with attention the con- 
duct of the houſe of Brandenburgh from 
the time of the margrave Albert to this 
hour, by what various pretences it has 
augmented its domains; firſt a feudal du- 
chy torn from P oland. 5 then that duchy 
ereRed into an, independent ſovereignty ; 
then new territories. added to it; on an- 
other ſide, the duchy of Cleves, the coun- 
ties of Marck and Ravenſberg, the biſhop- 
mcks of Minden and Camin, together with 
the —_— Ee of Tangas — by 


e 


e ane ab Sileſia: os the proſent hn: 
"the duchy vet Prof erected i into'a King- 


9901 "» | 
o om ; that Ki 10 RAR, now. more x then! dou- 
. +. bled ; 


phat 


DIVE 
9 


n 
3 


Peder S ATH of Pf Ab. S 
_ bled; almeſf all che rivers which envpty 
themſelves into the Baleie ſecüred to ifm xy 
altteaty carrying on by Which hie is tb A- 
quite the duchy of Mecklenburgli: and ſe 
become maſtet of the ports of Roſtock an 
Wiſmar: you muſt allow that this houſe 
has purſued a plan of aggrandiſement witli 
a perſeveranee and ſucceſs that ought! to 
engage the Ramen _ every ſtate in 
Europe. A 9 A 40 $1944.91 
If you conſider farther the ſucceſſive ini. 
creaſe of his military eftabliſhments,' and 
the phyſical impoſſibility of long 'mait- 
raining ſuch a vaſt army without extend. 
ing his domains: if you obſerve how 
many new levies he is raiſing in his new 
uſurpations, though his army was already 
much ſuperior to any reſiſtance he could 
fear from that quarter ; - you will not 
lieb At the death of the gteat eleQtor, in 1688; bis 
army conſiſted of 28,000 effective men; at the death 
of Frederick I. in 2713, of 30, ooo; at the death of 
5 Frederick II. in the year 1740, of 72,000 z in the year 
1771 , of ſomething more than 200, ooo; and fince the 
publication of the infamous treaty of partition, he has 
added about 40, ooo. 
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ow to put the finiſhing ſtroke to the fa- 
Hic he and his anceſtors have been rear- 
ing fo. long; that he means now to ac- 
compliſn the advice his grandfather ſeem- 
ed, he ſays , to give. his; poſterity, in 
acquiring the regal dignityj: I haxe 
acquired you a title, render yourſelves 
.< worthy: of it; I have laid the founda- 
« tion of your grandeur, it is yours to 
bring the work to perfection.“ The 
ſagacity of prince Eugene will then, 
though too late, be admired, who looking 
forward to the probable conſequences of 
.that act, aid, « the Emperor ought to 
* haye. hanged the miniſter, who, gave the 
p pernicious advice of conſenting, to * 
.* erection of this upſtart royalty f. 
But may we not venture to go a lit 
| ME ? Will it be too much to ſay, that 
a little attention to the manner in which 
6 he ſets forth his claims upon Poland, to 


— 4349552 0 
10 See Memoites, p. 276, 10 60 Aub 5117 
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"hits conduct fince, to that of his amehn de a 
the tuntion atid motions of "the Auſtfiun 
And Rufſtan troops, will give us almoſt'a 
clear infight into his future plans? 

pon reading over the abridged de- 

duction of his rights, you muſt have re- 
marked, that of two, both indefen- 
fible, grounds of claim, he has cheſen 
the worſe, the more inconſiſtent; arid 
leſs tenable. Had he claimed Pomerellia, 
and what he calls a portion of the New 

March, as ancient parts of the poſſeſſions 

of the Teutonic order, his claim would 

hade been indefenfible} becatiſe refutable 
by many recent treaties: but in that he 
"would have ſtood upon no worſe ground 
khan his allies; he would not have had 
the additional abfurdity of claiming in 
right of anteceſſors, to whom what he 
claimed had never belonged. Theſe diſ- 
Hits did once belong to the order; 
but tieither" did Pomerellia ever belong to 

the dukes of Stettin, nor the part of 

Great Poland ſituate between the Draga 
zich and 
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| ſucceſſor to the Teutonic order. , 35 
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and "the bo | 


e 'Note rcd, hd wats graves uf 

enburgh, 145 virte ot ber ng heir 

en I he oh mis" hem rene 2 1 

en e Tlie ee, HE ee 

not have been reduced to e 
2400 18 2183 8 

of demanding in demnificatibns. That his 


original defig gn was to clain M Weid as Parts 


of the poſſeſſions of, tlie Teutonic order 
appears more than probable # for before 


the ſeizures were 1 „ medals 


1440 01 


were ſtruck to commemorate the approach-' 
ing event; edicts 1 were drawn: up to regu⸗ 
late the courts of juſtice ; ; the legend of 
the medals is, he Regno redintegrato ; 7 1 ta 


239 


the edicts Poliſh Pruſſia 1 18 ftyled, $6 la] par- 


2119014 


e 


How to n richts on the quality of 


3 975 


What then could tempt him to lie 
his plan, and adopt a claim fill more un- 
42757 ol | 


tenable? Two reaſons have been aſſigne 


the one, that it was eaſier for him t to 5 


lep the ſu N bject in the obſcurity of anti 


n 3 and this perhaps may have had its 
weight. 
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AT AATOVOTI en r 


57 9 uh 


Pomerania, their relpeQize dello, rights, 


104 


and family agreements 1. Or into the tranſ- 
actions of ; obſcure. . ins gnifcant ; counts 
of Hohenzollern, whoſe names ba har 
ly, made their way, beyond the; limits, of of 


their own, farms, hive hundred years 490. 


„ 


The other reaſon aſſigned | is, that, by 7 


putting, his claims upon this footing he 


A — PO” « | w 


was leſs likely to alarm his neighbours 
and allies; : had he pretended to claim 11 


ſuoceffor to che order, he muſt, to haye 


been conſiſtent, have carried his preten- 
F 

fen! farther, | and Amn Courland, 
Ants? 


and © emigallia, Efthonia and Lironia, 
for r they too were anciently poſleſſed by 


> V3 


the order; the e eyes of Ruſſia and Auſtria 
would then have been opened too ſoon, 


KOH 


and before he was in a ſituation of main- 
I 3 FLIES 14137 + 17 
taining, 18 Pretenſions againſt them. F211 


"24\* 8 1133. 


175 one I muſt judge for himſelf, Sir, 
of t th he degr ree of weight due to this rea- 
eonz and 1 whether the king of Pruſſia fe- 
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2868 LzrTEN concenntve THE 
nounced his fitſt plan of defence with the 
or only with a view of furniſhing them 
with a pretext for ſaying, they ere de- 
eeived, and had no apprehenſions beyond 
the letter of his declarations. To me it 
zppears impoſſible to believe that they 
are really deceived by this ſhallow arti- 
fice. I ſhould think rather, that ,what- 
ever they may pretend, they are convinc- 
ed his deſigns go much farther: and that, 
to reconcile them to this idea, he has held 
dut to them a great, and extenſive plan, 
in which each may have a diſtinct object, 
all perfectly conſiſtent, and where conſe- 
quently the ambition of each may be ſa- 
tisfied without claſhing or interfering-. 

I éknow this is contrary to common 
opinion; I know it is generally ſaid, that 
the three powers cannot long agree, that 
they muſt ſoon quarrel, and the alliance 
.diflolye of itſelf, 8 111504 it eB11191 % 

Once Qa thing is advanced, Which cax- 
ties with it. an air of probability, it is 
„ repeated 


en 
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epelteeſaefich\that' at llt it Bess t 
habe the reffected/ approbation of all the 
werd; though perhaps of tlie thouſands 
who” uffert it, no two have examined the 
meaning of what they ſay. This very 
war affords us more than one example of 
this. When it was firſt ſaid that Ruſſia 
would ſend a fleet into the Morea, the 
deſign Was pronounced by ſome one 
romantic and impoſſible; the aſſertion 
was caught, and flew from one country 
to another as as incontrovertible deciſion: 
the fleet was ordered, and, thanks to 
Great Britain, arrived; and did wonders. 
It was next aſſerted, that Ruſſia would 
be ruined by her very ſucceſſes; that her 
finances were narrow, and her reſourees 
few; every campaign it was repeated, 
'that ſhe could not poſſibly find either 
men or money for another; I have heard 
this confidently aſſerted in Poland; lat 
Vienna, at Berlin, at Dreſden, at Bruſ- 
ſels, at Paris; and lately in letters from 
London; yet have her efforts been greater 
5218965 | every 


. donations 
yet during this, Whole war, hag, ſhe, been 
at more, expence in the purchaſe of li- 
braries, ſtatues, pictures, jewels, antiques, 
and in the encouragement of every art, 

any other prince in Europe, of 
whom. modern hiſtory, ſpeaks, .. except 
only Lewis XIV. Now I am apt to think, 
Hir, this aſſertion, that the three powers 
muſt ſpon and inevitably quarrel, is juſt as 
ſuhject to reſtrictions and doubts, as the 
other two: ſo long as their deſigns, ſeem- 
ed direfted 10 the ſingle object of the | 
partition of Poland, that aſſertion, way 
probable ; but ſhould they, as I imaging, 
haye propoſed to themſelves three diſtin 
and not inconſiſtent objects, ſhould the 
ſeizures. in Poland be only preludes to 
the great plan, and made, among other 
ends, to bring them near enough to o- 
operate with greater eaſe; then, I appre- 
hend, their quarrels and rupture are nei- 
ther ſo near, nor ſo certain. E 


— 


Aw me to gU for a buen on this 
fuppoſitlon, that they Have propoſed ehch 
4 great and ſeparate object; that the ob- 
Ject of Rüffla is the free navigation on 
the Rack Sed, and the Boſphorus, the 
nequffltlon of one or more iſlands in the 
Archipelago, and by conſequence a ſhort | 
und ſure navigation to the Mediterane; 
theſe were known to be the favoutite ob- 
jects of Peter the Great, and of the War 

of 1737» und have always been ſuppoſed 
the objects of the preſent war. Let is 
ſuppoſe the objects of Auſtria to be the 
conqueſt of Belgrade, Servia, Bulgaria, 
Moldavia, and Wallachia: the houſe of 
Auſtria has long wiſhed to be in poſſeſſion 
bf the Lower Danube; and therefore in 
this light, as well as on other accounts, 
theſe acquiſitions would be important, 
The poſſeſſion of the coaſts, ports, and 
towns on the Baltic is clearly and wo. 
__ the object aimed at by Pruſſia, - 

The ſuppoſition, | therefore, that this 


n has been traced out by Pruſſia, and 
U adopted 


290 Liti#ks'conerining n 
alldpted by the other tero pdweru, carries 
notliitig abſurd, or tomantie in the- idea, 
Aud this ſuppoſition,” and to dy; under 
ſanding this alone, can explain the ob- 
iquitjes, and otherwiſe ſeeming contra 
Aken, in the declaration and en 
of the three powers, 1'758 
The ſeizures made by Pruſſia in Po- 
fand are, in point of impottance, ſo much 
ſuperior to thoſe made by either of the 

other, two, that it is not poſſible to ſup- 
poſe them blind to it, or ignorant that 
by ſuch a a diviſion their relative force is 
diminiſhed: they cannot therefore be ſe- | 
rious in the excuſe they make Four e. cout. 
and others, that their ſeizures 3 in Poland 
are made only to counterballance thoſe 


114 4 


2 Had this been their- defi ign, 
| they ould have accelerated the” — 


11 75 = | He Kin 6% Auſtria hit 
creaſes let's, fo as to Kalli the march 
of her” bop tow ade, Chccymm, Ankle 
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eure them plages of retreat; the Ruſlian 


troops xetite, i ſell their magazines to 
Auſtria, hoſe troops advance to Kami- 
nie, on the one ſide, and are reinfore- 
edat Semlin on the other : fo far from 


accelerating the peace with the Porte, 


every new conceſſion is followed by a 
new demand: the troops of Auſtria, from 
their preſent poſition, can immediately 
march by three different routes into Tur- 
ky; Ruſſia, may then collect, and em- 
ploy her whole force j in ſecuring Azow, 
and. Oczakow, ſeizing upon Taman and 
Gegnicale, and making herſelf miſtreſs 
of the Rrreights of Zabache ; 5 whilſt g 2 


fect, at the Dardanelles cuts off che 


rern 


Fu the provinces of Egypt, Fa The 
king of Pruſſia may force Dantzig to ur- 
render, ſeize upon Swediſh Pomerania; 


and if the deſigns of Ruſſia ſucceed i in their 


full extent, obtain perhaps by treaty Li- 


vonia; Or ſhould the fail in her under- 
takings, | he may turn about, ſeek. or other 


U 2 alliances, 
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alliances; and wke it by force, ſeizing- 

D: 1 we 3200 A 42480 Loi rar 

s he goes 2 ong, | Eamogitiaz 15 
Sen un. . Mow, la 210 yo 

i mig al . 


Ty 5 t 7? / , Ss. ; a f 
mM 82 1 : 1 &:.5 II. 1 721 d 1 


Since the above letter was ae, a | Book 
enntaining ſome great, and many very whindſjcal 
ideas is fallen into the hands of the editor. The 
book is entitled, « Letters concerning the preſent 
« State of England,” The fixteenth' letter tteats 
of the war betten be Ruſſians and Turks; in 
which the author ſays, he has ſeen a manuſoript 
plan for improving the vaſt dominions of Ruſſia, 
which he was told bad been debated and adopted 

in the council at Peterſburgh,” A part of that 
* approaches very near to what is here ſup- 
poſed; and many cogent arguments are alledged 
to prove not only the poſſibility, but the Prachi- 
cability of it, This writer ipprebends,. however, 
that even the deſtruclion of the Turkiſh enjpite 
in Europe, will not be hurtful to the commer- 
cial inteieſts of England. Yet à little reflection 
would have taught bim, that ſhould the European 
Turky fan into the hands of an active and induf- 
trious people, inſtead of continuing in the hands 
of a people, who from their form of government, 
the prejudices of education, habit, and religion, 
eah never be a trading or manufacturing people: 
all the advantages of the ptelent” eben "win 
cee; and that t the ſudden Rs ppag e of any colifi- 
cerable kat of contimgroh l br very fe. 
ſibly 
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Jil 99101 yd K 981 Rog nile 
This 6 uppoſition ſeems farther juſtihed 
Py the anſwer, which, 1 am told d, nd 

14 N 


J believe upon credible authority, the 
court of Peterſburgh made lately to an 
application from your court, concerning 
che guaranty of 1767: * That the was 
« ready. to join in ſecuring the rights of 
6 Dantzig, ſo far forth as they were con- 
e ſiſtent __ the pretenſions of a third 


0 1 power.“ An anſwer, to Tpeak of it in : 


the gentleſt terms, at any rate diſoblig- 
ing, but totally unmeaning, unleſs to 
make Pruſſia maſter of the Baltic be one 
object of the triple alliance. It is far- 
ther Teſted by a declaration made, as 


„Haft CVE) 1 
bly, felt in England; where, daily obſervation 
confi: ms what was lately aſſerted in an auguſt aſ- 


ſembly, that eur manufactures are already over 


Heßked, „ | 

„That the views of Rull a extend very far, is 
| Farther, evident, from a plan of this nature being 
often, and familiarly talked of by thoſe who are 
maſt certainly not unacquainted with the deſigns of 
that. court-z.and of which the editor of theſe Letters 


_n % many days | ſidce a very Arikiog APP. 
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I ap , and F believe credibly, informed, 
by Auſtria: Yi: That fie was ready to 
* join in any plan to circutnſeribe” the 
6 © uſurpations of Plas provided Ruſſia 
| would do the ſame.” It is farther Juſ- | 
| tified by that air of triumph, with which 
Tam told a Ruſſian miniſter lately ſpoke 
of the little influence your court has at 
the Porte, and the contempt into which, 
he ſays, your ambaſſador there is fallen. 
It i is farther juſtified by the pains taken 
to draw Sweden into a war, 
'You wilt perhaps ſay, that the plan is 
fo vaſt and comprehenſive, that an attempt 
to carry it into execution muſt overſet 
them. It may be ſo; but remember, ſir, 
and all the events of the preſent war are 
fo many ſtrong proofs of it, that great 
deſigns cannot be defined or regulated 
by the little rules of vulgar calculation. 
But what is to overſet them, if the very 
powers moſt intereſted in preventing the 
flicceſs of ſuch a plan; and who alone can 
Preveht it, inſtead of uniting agaitiſt it, do 
5 all 
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all, ig their paper to, infure, it feet 
That they hitherto "Pr ee ith mg N 
do ſo appears to me beyond a doubt. 
tsis, J think, allowed on Kenn 
that the ſolicitations of France cobtribut- 
ed not a little to engage the Porte 10 de- 
clare war, againſt Ruſſia. In this, the ; dig 
not ſo much bring on, as accelerate 3 war. 
I the Porte, had not declared War that 
year againſt Ruſſia, Ruſſia would have de- 
clared it the next year againſt the Porte. 
But having thus perſuaded the Porte to 
begin the War, has France taken one firm 
or manly ſtep in her favour. The far of 
involving herſelf in a maritime war with 
England might be a good reaſon for not 
attempting to ſtop the Ruſſian fleet; but 
he had two other means of aſſiſting the 
Porte: of one ſhe appears to have made 
no uſe at all, of he other a very pernici- 
Vs P90; ont hee -{ 611 nit 
ol Her alliance 9d: Anim, was then 
ſtrong and intimate; the empreſs wWas 
2 attached to France; the emperor, 
0 4 it 


za LBDTERE FONPBRNING , 
it $8 true,,deteſied, that allianoeiſ but his 
influence in the government wastthengbut: 
mall ha change of ſyſtem mayhave in- 
Sessel. it. At that, time, to all' appears 
ances, it would have been eaſy to have 
engaged. Auſtria to have aſſiſted the Parte 
upop terms equally advantageous to both. 
On this, ſide nothing was. done; the; mo- 
ment Was loſt; the king of Pruſſia ſeduced 
the emperor, and Auſtria has fince contrir 
buted to betray the Porte. ac 
On the other ſide, France might have 
made a powerful diverſion in Poland but 
here her politics were little, narrow, and 
ip, eyery light indefenſible; inſtead of re- 
conciling diſſenſions, ſhe heightened, them; 
inſtead of endeavouring to bring back the 
eee to their allegiance, 1 ſhe widen- 
eq the e breach, between the king and them 1 
Bing: the Porte to 2 | 

— and nation as one indiviſible b 
fie thghged her to declare war ag ainſt the 
king,” "arid unite with the confederates 
| alone. 


suo 


Paubin® STAT Poland: 20% 
ohen, By-theſe-meatis, fb forwarded the 
defigns of Pruſſia contributed to the ruin 

of Poland: without ſerving; in atiy degree, 
tdhe views of che Portes ür ; counteractfng 
thoſe of Ruffia ? | pie OUT 1h, 299118 
Forgive me, if 1 venture to add, fit, 
tat the enduct of Great Britain has been 
equally incomprehenſible, at leaſt to com- 
mom underſtandings, and to thoſe Who ale 
not initiated into the myſteries ws the ca. 
pinet. | 93194 2113 76149 i D21ud 
It was to Great Britain that men looked 
up for the preſervation of Conſtantinoplt, 
and for the preventing of Ruſſia's obtain- 
ing eſtabliſhments on the Black Sea. Your 
trade 1 the Levant is particularly advan- 


5111 Lane 4 41 1410 £33 3 13.10 30 5111 
bd bave, been told, that the Lack court de- 
nies this; and ſays, they did all they could 

difluade the viair from this abſurd ſtep; but chat 6 
* to be diſſuaded- If chis be true; Höw 
8 France to give, a ſanction to the viziris 
I, conduct, 3 4 acting herſelf preciſely,. in the 


1 155 

ET USA 7 with ua to the king. and con- 

theres. 3111 DEN 1's Bit 
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tageous; 
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rajzeous; no produce.of Furky : ib bought 
by-bullion- or bills of exchange, but falely 
by the barter of the products or manufac- 
tures af Great Britain ; and though many 
coneurring cauſes had contributed to di- 
miniſſi this trade in ſome articles, in others 
it had inereaſed; the introduction of 
Engliſh ſhalloons had been a great ſtroke, 
And had diminiſned the importation of 
French cloth, at Conftantinople alone, by 
2000 bales, value 180, ooo l. ſterling a- 
year. This was à great addition to your 
national induſtry, and a greater detriment 
to France. It was therefore natural to 
ſuppoſe, that Great Britain would prevent 
Ruſſia from having eſtabliſhments on the 
Black Sea, which would leave Conſtanti- 
nople at her mercy, deſtroy at once ſo con- 
© Aiderable a branch of your commerce, and 
bring another preponderant power into 
Furbpe. This appeared more probable, 
as men remembered, that, in the war of 
09398 all = commercial AY Pn 
tet b MAGS RLONID(Y 07 115y191t 


191 


* 


PRESENT STATE OP PoLAND. 299 


it as 4 matter of general concern, thavthe 
mediation ſhould be throw into the hands 
of England. SID 16 id 70 
Jo men who reaſoned thus, it was an 
unexpected phænomenon to ſee the fleets 
of Nufſia refitted in England; men, of- 
ficers, and ammunition ſupplied; her 
troops tranſported in veſſels protected by 
\Britiſh paſfports; in a word, Ruſſia aſſiſt- 
ed in ſo open a manner as Great Britain 
would in a parallel caſe have conſtrued 
into a breach of 1 in oy other 
POW er.. 11 11 
The then . ſtate 7 15 Sn 
danelles made men tremble for the fate. of 
Conſtantinople, But here the ſucceſs, of 
Ruſſia was not ſo great as was expected, 
though very great for ſo young a maritime 
power; the Turkiſh. fleet was deſtroyed; 
the landing on the Morea effected, though 
without ſucceſs; and a little iſland hast 1 
believe, ſince been taken. Men began 
then to conjecture, that the aſſiſtance 
given to Ruſſia was conditional; and that 
her 
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. eets Were forbidden to, attempt the 


dige of the Dardayelles; hat d 
e would offer her mediation for 
peace, and as an acknowledgem ment f. wr, 
her good offices, obtain either a total ex- 
cluſion of the, French, cloth. trade or 
conſiderable advantages for her on; 
which appeared; the more F Shopipable as 


Pri 


1.54 kb 


bettayed. her. 12 12 1 
5 Theſe men then looked hack: again. to 
the war of 1737, and remembering that 
a. "ridiculous quarrel | between Fawkener 
and Calcoen, Engliſh and Dutch. ambaſſa- 
dors, bad thrown the mediation anto the 
Hands of of France, they expreſſed | their 
fears that, your preſent ambaſſador would 
15 found unequal | to the taſk of mediator, 

0 not mean, fir, to repeat private 
Kanda! ; 1 tell you what is fo public, that 
T have heard it in different parts of Europe, 
dud. t true, : that it was very ately con- 
firines d to ine by 3 letter from a member. of 
four beet company: the e 
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of your preſent ambaſſador is taken op in 


Ripportinj ad} of cle a fd "perlota 

qt; vow Wich the? facto iy, An 2 2715 

and interpreters; In other nes Fi 

__ m1 ight be confine thin the fie 
ts of his own walls, der cats they are 

Antti vulged at the Porte, and 48 3 

anavoidably deſtroy all perſonal ellen 


1e 


and in Turky perſonal eſteem is of grea 
we icht. Little therefore could be hope ed 


67 6 
from a mediation under ſuch : a miniſter. 


The hopes of the efficacy of füch a 


189 7% 2117 


2 were quite over, when it Was 

arned, and } it has been confidently ſaid, 
25 1 believe c on very good authority, th at 
the mediation of Great Britain had been 


105 
— 2 very early in the war by "he 
. 1 
Po rte, and ſeemingly accepted, but after 


J 
Wards, at the inſtigation of the court "of 


Berlin, not very handſomely rejected by 
. „ 


r This ee the more bre extraordinary, 
as beſi des the general and conflant intereſt 
— a"comn erce, | the balanice of which is. 

gfeatly in in favour of Rufliay and againſt 


Great 


99 
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Great Britain, Ruſſia had during this war 
received great obligations from the late 
ter: nor can any poſſible reaſon 6ccur'ts; 
me, why ſhe ſhould reject the mediation 
of your court, or why Pruſſia ſhould in- 
eite her to do it, unleſs indeed their de- 
ſigns be ſuch as I ſuppoſe. And hitherto 
no one vigorous ſtep ſeems to have been 
taken to defeat thoſe deſigns, 
LI again therefore aſk you, what is to 
overſet them ? Their plan ſeems too well 
concerted, and too far advanced to be 
overſet by private, partial negociations ; 
or perhaps by any negociations at all. 
. Suppoſe, however, the three allies have 
not yet carried their views ſo far; ſuppoſe 
a ſeparate peace to be made with Turky; 
ſuppoſe a peace patched up in Poland, how 
long will it laſt? The fame reaſons which 
the houſe of Auſtria alledges for concur» 
ring with Pruſſia in his preſent robberies 
and depredations, will hold good in twen- 
ty other caſes; and he has a fertile ſource 
of claims behind: by the ſame right he 
[128 claims 
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claims: poflaſony, which, never. belonged 


to; ane anteceſſor, he may claim thoſe re- 


nounced by another ; and the poſſeſſions 
of. the Teutonie order were extenſive: he 
has certainly as good a right to Swediſh 
Pomerania, and Dutch Gueldria, as to 
Sileſia, or Poliſh Pruſſia. In his Me- 
moirs he | pretends to Troppau, Jagen- 
dorff, and all the poſſeſſions of the houfe 
of Lichtenſtein; he has pretenſions on 
the, houſe. of Deux Ponts. Suppoſe; he 
ſhould chuſe to ſeize on the Palatinate, 
Auftria, in purſuance of its preſent max 
ims, muſt not oppoſe him, but, to keep 
the balance even, ſeize upon Bavaria. 
And ſo all the ſtates of Germany may be 
iwallowed up one after another.. 
The balance of power, has ſometimes 
armed Europe when it was really in no 
danger; but now the northern powers 
ſeem leagued. ee ſouthern, no de 
ſeems alarmed. 224 b bas 
22You in e ac very Nag to ſay 
Me; gare an iſland, and what have. wo 
iel | "1" 


n affairs of ths C 
« nent ?* True, fir, if you have 
of primitive ſimplicity, and felf-denial 
to give up your wealth, the convenien- 
cies and luxuries of life, and live con- 
tented on the produce of your,own farms, 
then you have nothing to do with them 1 
but if you cannot do this, then you muſt 
maintain your commerce to which you | 
owe the value of your lands, your wealth, 
and your importance in Europe; and 
therefore whenever the tranſactions on 
the continent affect your commerce ſo 
materially, as the preſent deſigns do, you 
are as much concerned in them, as the 
powers on the continent themſelves. 
| Beſides, in the preſent moment, ſhould 
fair propoſals be refuſed, ſo great are the 
efforts to be made, and ſo extenſive the 
operations, that your naval force alone 
will be exerted: the efforts by land 
might, and would be made by France, 
your uniting with France alone will gno- 


an your late ende with Pruffia. 
The idea, tre in general, but” ſurely 
ſaljott to rx ions, that the intereſts 
ngl: d and France are incompatible, 
ates "ſtrongly againſt ſuch an union: 
that wnjon* may however, on ſome oceca-· 
ſions, be neceſſary: it was neceſſary, 
when the inſatiable ambition, and fbr- 
midable power of Charles V. Philip II. 
and Ferdinand II. engaged the attention 
and ſolicitude of all Europe; yet nei- 
ther of theſe princes ſeem to have had the 
bold adventurous ambition, which diſ- 
inguiſhes her "Ruſſian majeſty; or the 
deep ſpirit of intrigue, which character 
* oy king of Pruſſia. If under theſe” 
unſtances, an union with France was 
cg not "only allowable, but neceſ- 
my why: net allowable, why not ne- 


* wal when the ſame ae 
wy HE eee e ee 15824 
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dige ettenſber a paſſage of your lord 
| Bolingbroke, with which T ſhall cloſe 
this long letter, leaving you to apply it. 
The preciſe point, ſays he; at which 
« the ſcales of power turn, like that of 
« the ſolſtice in either tropic, is imper- 
_ « ceptible to common obſervation ; and 

& jn one caſe, as in the other, ſome pro- 
4 preſs muſt be made in the new direc- 
« tion, before the change is perceived. — 
« They who are moſt concerned to watch 
& the variations of this balance, miſ- 
« judge often: they continue to dread 
a power no longer able to hurt them; 
« or they continue to have no appre- 
« henfions of a power, that daily grows 
% more formidable. —Theſe apprehenſions 
% cannot be taken, or given too ſoon, 
« when ſuch powers as theſe ariſe; be- 
„ cauſe when ſuch powers as theſe are 
« beſieged, as it were, early, by the com- 
% mon policy and watchfulneſs of their 
* — each of them may in his 
turn 
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C:turn:of ſtrengtli ſally forth, and gain 
en little! ground, but none of them will 
uibe able to puſni their conqueſts far 
«arid much leſs to conſummate the en- 
tire projects of their ambition 
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APPENDI X. 
CONTAINING | 


Several PAP E RS refetred to in the fores 
going LETTERS, 


Manifeſto delivered at the Court of War- 
ſaw, by the Miniſters from the Courts of 
Peterſburgh, &c. &c, | 


HE powers which border on Po- 

land have fo often been involved 

in the troubles, which almoſt 

every vacancy of the throne has excited, 
that the remembrance of what had here- 
tofore happened, made it neceſſary for 
them to give the moſt ſerious attention to 
the affairs of that kingdom, as ſoon as, 
R 4 1 
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by the death of the late king, Auguſt 
III. the throne was become vacant - 

Urged by theſe conſiderations, 8 
firous of preventing the dreadful effects 
of thoſe diſſenſions, which, as in former 
inſtances, might have ariſen at this laſt 
vacancy of the throne, the court of Pe- 
terſburgh haſtened to take all poſſible mea - 
ſures to unite the citizens of Poland in 
favour of the candidate, who ſhould ap- 
pear | moſt worthy of the throne, moſt 
agreeable to his fellow=citizens, and ae 


bouring powers. f 
This court applied herſelf at the ſame 


time, and with equal zeal to rectifying 
many abuſes and defects in the conſtitu- 
tion, which had been equally prejudieial to 
Poland, and her neighbours. . 
he court of Berlin ſeconded che at- 
tempts of her ally. | 

And the court of Vienna, Go of 
contributing to the ſugceſs of ſo laudable 
views; but willing to avoid the danger 
of augmenting: the difficulties and intri- 


cacie 8 
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cacles;: which might ariſe from-:niuliplys- 
ing the number of thoſe, who undertook 
openly, and directly to ſettle the affairs 
of Poland, thought proper to obſerve the 
moſt exact neutrality, with regard both to 
the arrangement of the affairs of Poland 
and the war afterwards kindled on this 
ſubject, between Ruſſia and the Porte. 
The immediate conſequences of theſe 
meaſures were the free and legal election 
of Staniſlaus, reigning king of Poland, 
and the forming of many uſeful and ſu- 
lutary eſtabliſhments, In a word, every 
thing ſeemed to promiſe to Poland and her 
neighbonrs a firm and laſting tranquillity. 

But unhappily, in the midſt of theſe 
promiſing appearances, the ſpirit of diſ- 
cord ſeized upon one part of the nation: 
citizen armed againft citizen ; the ſons of 
faction ſeized the reins of authority; and 
laws, and order, and public ſafety, and 
juftice, © and police, and commerce, and 
agriculture, —all are either gone to ruin, 
or ſtand on the brink of deſtruction. And 
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excoſſes of every kind, natural conſequences 
of ſuch an anarchy, will bring on the to- 
tab diſſolution of the oy if not wm 
prevented. 6/110 beet 
The connections between * ohich | 
hordvt on each other, are ſo intimate, that 
the neighbouring powers have already felt 
the moſt diſagreeable effects from theſe 
diſorders. They are put to heavy ex- 
pences, and obliged to uſe conſtant and 
watchful precaution, 'in order to ſecure 
the tranquillity of their own frontiers: 
they are expoſed to the uncertain, / but 
poſſible conſequences of the entire diſſolu- 
tion of Poland; the danger of ſeeing 
their mutual harmony and good friend- 
ſhip deſtroyed; the maintenance of which, 
at the ſame time that it ſecures their own 
peace and tranquillity, is a matter of the 
higheſt importance to all Europe. 
From this view of things it will appear, 
that nothing can be of a more urgent ne- 
ceſſity, than to apply an immediate re- 
g to evils, from! which the neigh- 


bouring 
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bouring nations have already experienced 
the moſt diſagreeable * effects; and the 
conſequences of which, if not timely pre- 
vented, muſt bring on ſuch changes in the 
political ſyſtem of this part of Europe, as 
may be fatal to the general tranquillity. 
fHer majeſty the empreſs of all the Ruſ- 
ſias, her majeſty the empreſs-dowager, 
queen of Hungary and Bohemia, and his 
majeſty the king of Pruſſia, finding them- 
ſelves compelled by ſo many and impor- 
tant reaſons to take a deciſive part in this 
very critical conjuncture, therefore habe 
determined, without loſs of time, and with 
one accord, to take the moſt effectual and 
beſt combined meaſures, for re-eſtabliſh- 
ing tranquillity and good order in Poland; 
iNopping the preſent troubles, and putting 
*he ancient conſtitution of that kingdom, 
and the liberties of the people, on a ſute 
urid ſolid foundation. O Wai gin mort 
But whilſt they take advantage of tut 
mutual friendſhip, and good harmony, 
"which happily ſubſiſts between them ut 


guuod preſent, 
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ꝓreſent, in order to prevent the abſqlute 
ruin, and arbitrary difſolution of K Poland ; . 
they cannot but be ſenſible bow little it 
is in their power to promiſe themſelves 
in future periods the ſame happy concur- 
rence. And as they have reſpectively very 
conſiderable claims on the poſſeſſions of 
the Republic, which they cannot Permit 
themſelves to expoſe to the hazard of poſ- 
ſible contingencies ;| 5 they have therefore 
determined among themſelves to aſſert theſe 
"their ancient rights, and lawful claims, 
which each of them will be ready to juſtify 
in time and place by authentic records, 
"an and ſolid reaſons ; 3 but for which the ſitua- 
tion of the Republic will never leave them 
| "hopes of obtaining Juſtice + in the ordinary 
, courſe of proceeding, 

4 In conſequence hereof, her majeſty the 
empreſs of all the Ruſlias, her majeſty 
the empreſs dowager queen of Hungary 
and d Bohemia, and his majeſty the King 
of, | ruſſia ; having communicated reci- 


052 ocall x thei reſpedtive. rights and claims; 


and 
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464" being! Kiibdaly” oiiticld er Al 
Pitzer deck; ate dletminel "6" 
cure to POE ung a proportionable & 2 
— by taking imme di diate and effee- 
ual Poſſeſton of ſuc parts of Me" ter- 


rites of the republic,” as may ſerve to 
fix = more more natural, and ſure bounds be- 
twe een her and the three | powers. The 


7 b (11313 
Ti three powers engaging to give ere- 
rh 
after an exact ſpecification. of their re- 
LE QT TID 


ſpective quotas : and renouncing from 
the preſent moment a all revival of right, 
demand, or claim, on account of damages 


IJ Di. 


ſuſtained, dept, intereſt, or any other pre- 
tence whatever, which they might other- 


1017 


viſe have, or form on the polfeſſions, or 
42 0 9 


Tubjects of the Republic. 2 
att Ke 155 5 m jeſties have thought * 
Fight t o notify. theſe their intentions 4 
8 Ie w] = Poliſh nation in general; in 


viting, at the ſame time, all orders and 


rank K. t] ercof t to baniſh, or at lea Hub 
I e ad, all pit irit of dite. bord | afd de de cluſion ; ; 
10 then "a diet being eg gally a lemblel, 

8 they 
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they may co-operate with their ſaid ma- 
jeſties, in eſtabliſhing,” on a firm, and ſo- 
lid foundation, the good order, and tran- 

quillity of the nation ; and at the ſame 


time ratify, by public and ſolemn aQs, 
the exchange of the titles, pretenſions, 


againſt the equivalents, of which /tlh 
have reſpectiuely taken poſſeſſion. 
IR denn Wale, &xc. — 8 9 Nt 


38s aw 161 inne to ana ot bas 
emits N O 4 2. 1110 
9 11. _— , 

This a was 4 elizered | o 
N ivere { on < £71 11 


18th of September, by the baron 4 Ace 
kleberg, miniſter from the court of Fe- 
terſburgh; . and by the ſieur de Benoit, 
miniſter from the court of Berlin ; 3's — 
on n the 26th of September, by the 2 n 


ns!. 40 15 „8 % lan 100 f 

Was [miniſter OM the court 
Huod t nin 590 1109 31 £191 
zenna. 
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Marra THrRrsa,' Ge. '&e; Ai „bg 
Hf maturely eonſidered the pre- 
ſent ſtate of Poland, and determined; 
in concert with the empreſs of Ruſſia 
and the king of Pruſſia, that we, and 
our ſaid allies, ſhall reſpectively reaſſume 
certain provinces and diſtricts of the ſaid 
kingdom of Poland, to us of old belong- 
ing, and put ourſelves in actual and i im- 
mediate poſſeſſion of the ſame: in conſe- 
quence hereof we have commanded. our 
troops to occupy, as a portion equivalent 
to our rights, | all that tract of land, 
which” is contained within the bounds 


hereunder marked : that is to ſay, all that 


lies on the right ſide of the Viſtula, from 
the duchy of Sileſia above Sandomir, to 


the mouth of che river San: and from 
| thence 
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to Zamoiſc and Rubicfzow, up to the ri- 
ver Bog: and fo croffing the Bog. and 


_ going along the Proper frontiers of Red 
Ruſſia, to where the frontiers of Vol- 


hynia and Podolia do meet at Zabraz ; "and 
from thence in a ſtrait Une to the river 
RICE In part of Po, lia 
ie cat by the courſe of the little river 
odbiorze (Seret) to its inffux into the 
Nieſter: and ſo on to the bounds which 
. Pocutia from Moldavia. 7 * 4 
Since therefore we are now going to 

| 4 poſſeſſion of the aboye-named tract 
of land, we have named the count, de. 
Pergen, &c. our oommiſſ ry, to admi- 
niſter the ſaid provinces in our name, 
und to carry into execution all ſuch rules 
and orders, as he ſhall think right 2d 
fit, for the good government of the, 


And we goo hereby command all the 


e of whatever rank and condi- 


a in be * provinces, to ac- 
ee e e knowledge 


Ab TTTTY zur 
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2 ge, and obey the faid, coun ng de 
Pergen a as our commiſſary,, an 
tiary, and governor: : and. upon al | oc- 
caſions, to pay a chearful and ready abe 
dience to every thing, which ſhall be ora 
dained by the ſaid count de A in 
our name. 1 
And, though we have not as s yet fixed 


the day for the ſolemnity of. taking thy 


„ 


| very 1 fix phe eee it, And, in 
the mean time, all the inhabitants of the 
faid provinces are hereby required to de- 


4310 28 4 


mean themſelves as quiet and obedient 
ſubjects, in the ſame manner [as if if the 
faid oath of allegiance had been taken: 
we, on our part, promiſing to all, who. 
ſhall fo _demean themſelves, our imperial 
and royal favo vour and protection. But 
ſhould any one, which we do not allow 
ourſelves to ſuſpect, be diſobedient to 
this our royal will and pleaſure, 7 
ye, that we ſhall, though reluctantly, 
yet through neceſſity, lay ande our in- 

2 a nate 
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nate clemency, and Sth againſt all 


fuck with the utmoſt ſeverity. 2 
. 
In witneſs whereof, &c. &e. i 


Given at Vienna, Sept. 1 ith, 1772, 
and i in the thirty-ſecond year of our 
reign. 


signed, ee. 


N OT E HEY” 
= appears probable that the.em preſs. did 
not at once fix the day for adminiſtring 
the oath of allegiance, becauſe ſhe was. 
not yet determined how far ſhe mould 


puſh her uſupations. 5 

What i is called Tarnopol here, in the 
map drawn by captain Folino is named 
F ronopol. | 

The little river Podhorze, mentio 4 
here, is not to be found on any map, a 
leaſt near the place ſuppoſed; ; it ſeems. 
Probable ſhe meant to name the little 
river Seret. It is however of little con- 
ſequence; ; her majeſty, not content with 


the: Portion at firſt occupied, having ex- 
tended 
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| tended her uſurpations' very Th iderably'; 
on the one fide ſhe has p the Seret, 


and gone along the Pre to within 2 


few miles of Kaminiec; on the other 


ſhe has paſt the Viſtula, and taken in che 
reſt of the palatinate of Sandomir. 
The Pruſſian flie with equal 
nnn 
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Specification ft the „ Equbuatleth later 55 the 
empreſs of Ruffia. $a ape” 


ICE! 


We ZiacHARIAs, count de Cuerniche 
&. & e. A ** 
TER imperial nidjefty, our ſovereign, 


© having determined, by way of indem 
theation and exchange for divers ancient 
rights, and juſt and indiſputable preter- 


ſions on the republic of Poland, to in- 
corporate for ever to her empire the pro- 
vigces and people hereunder named ;" that 
Hab > is 
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is to ſay, all that lies on the right ſide of 


| the river Dzwina, or Duna, containing 
the Poliſh, Livonia, that part of the pa- 
latinate of Poloczk, ſituated on the right 
of the ſaid river, as. well as the. palatinate 
of Witepſk, ſo that. the Dzwina ſhall 


from henceforth form the natural fron- 
tiers between the two ſtates of Ruſſia and 


Poland; which frontiers ſhall extend 
from thence to the extremity of the from 
tiers of the palatinates of Witepſk and 


Poloczk; and from thence to the extre- 


mity of the frontier common to the three 
palatinates of Witepſk, Poloczk, and 


Minſk; and from thence in a ſtrait line 


to cthe ſource. of the Druetz, near the 


village Ordva (or Orowa), : and. fo coaſt-. 
ing the Druetz to its diſcharge into the 
Nieper; and from thence to the extremity 


of the ancient frontiers between Ruſſia 
and Poland, following the courſe of the 
Nieper in its deſcent; ſo- that all Poliſh 


Livonia, that part of the palatinate of Po- 


loczk ſituated on the right of the Dzwi- 


100 . Qa, 
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na, all the palatinate of Witepſk, on 

the two banks of the ſaid river; all the 
Palatinate of Mſcillaw; the upper part-of 
Minſk which lies along the new line 
drawn from the point where the frontiers 
of the three palatinates of Poloczk, Wi- 
tepſk, and Minſk do meet, to the ſource 
of the Druetz; and alſo that lower part 
of the palatinate of Minſk which extends 
itfelf on the other ſide of the Druetz and 
the Nieper; all theſe diſtricts, together 
with the inhabitants and land-holders 
thereof, of whatever rank or conditions 
ſhall for the future and for ever be ſubject 
to the imperial crown of Ruſſia. 
For theſe cauſes, in quality of her ſaid 
imperial majeſty's lieutenant-governor- ge- 
neral, we are commanded, before all things, 
ſcemnly to declare in her ſacred name 
(as we do declare by theſe preſents; for 
general inſtruction and notification) to 
all her new ſubjects, actually our moſt 
dear fellow citizens, not only that her 
Hit majeſty will preſer ve to alt and every 
ho „„ of 
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of them the free and public exerciſe ,0 of : 
their religion, as well as all their goods 
and poſſeſſions; but alſo, that look- 
ing upon them from this moment as 
her dear children, ſhe renders them all 
in general, and without exception, equal 
ſharers in all the rights, liberties, and 
prerogatives which her ancient ſubjects 
do enjoy. On the part of her new ſub- 
jects thus incorporated, her majeſty ex- 
pects the return of gratitude; and, ſee- 
ing they are treated as graciouſly as her 
ancient ſubjects, ſhe expects they will 
emulate them in doing all in their power 
to render themſelves worthy of this treat- 
ment, by a ſincere love of their country, 
and an inviolable attachment to ſo mag- 

nanimous a ſovereign. | 
In conſequence hereof, all the inha- 
bitants in general, all from the higheſt 
down to the loweſt of the nobility, clergy, 
and perſons in place, are to take, during 
the courſe of this month, a ſolemn oath 
of allegiance, and fidelity to her ſaid im- 
perial 


ED 2% 


perial majeſty, before ſuch perſon a as we 
ſhall appoint. But if any of the nobi- 


lity or land-holders ſhould not chuſe We 


conform thereto, they are allowed three 


months from the date heck to ſell their 


lands and retire freely; after which 


time all their lands or goods remaining 


unſold, ſhall be confiſcated, &c. &c. 
Given at Peterſburgh the 5th (16th) 
of September, 1772. 


a 


The declaration contains farther an 
f to pray for the empreſs and grand 
duke in all the churches; extends the 


free exerciſe of religion to the Jews; 
and aſſures that the troops ſhall obſerve 


the ſtricteſt diſcipline. The reader will 
obſerve the ſame affectation of huma- 


nity, magnanimity, &c. which charac- 
teriſe all the ſtate- papers of Peterſburgh. 
The ridicule of allowing three months 
for ſelling the lands has been remarked 
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in, the er: let us juſt add, that ä 
Q. (Sz Polit gentleman, bred up with 


a ſpirit, of liberty and independence, 
the privileges of a Ruſſian ſubject muſt 


needs be an inviting and 92 8 
preſent. ao 1101 232 * | 3 
This diſintereſted 3 if, we are 
well informed, is imitating her juſt and 
magnanimous allies; ſhe has found out 
that the diſtrict lying between the Nieper 
and the Bereczyna is very convenient to 
her: and therefore, you know, of right 
belongs to her; and therefore too will 
ſerye to fix more ſure, and natural 
« bounds between her and Poland.“ 
In ae name where are theſe — 


to end 
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Extratts from a treaty intitled * Induciæ 

ad xiii. annos inter foannem Cafimi- 
e rum regem Poloniæ, & Alexium Michay- 
er Jorvit &' ca um & magnum ducem Ruſts. 
e en Denewnae „— 30 J 


hg) $ Ys 
nuarii, 
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ts gouarti] 03 069.” "Which 13246) has Bec 
Nreſumed ut the bafit" of all t 1 


treaties between Kia ud Plant. * 


Sue Hou t £16  2999o[t71q 203 
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(TOI. 


Oba porro arces, terræ hoc proxims 


bello a regno Poloniæ, & magno du- 
catu Lithuaniæ ſunt avulſæ & remanent 
in poſſeſſione, & ſub juriſdictione czareæ 
majeſtatis, hoc eſt Smolenſcum, cum 
univerſo Severienſi ducatu, cum arcibus 
& particularibus locorum attinentiis, quæ 
ſunt ex hac parte à Vitepcenſibus, Polo- 
cenſibus, ex parte vero Livoniæ a Luci- 


nenſi localibus attinentiis, Smolenſcttm 
uſque, uti Dohorobuzium, Biala, Nes 


velium, Sebezia, Kraſno, etiam Wiel 


iſaca (quamvis antiquitũs ad palatinatum | 


| Vaxprenlem RA cum fas item 


vero o parte, in qua ſunt arces W 
circa Czernichovium omnes arces & 
terræ, quibuſcunque nominibus nuncu- 
patæ omnes relinqui debent in forte 

czareæ 


n 
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ckare majeſtatis. Ad fortem vero 8. R. 
majeſtatis à Boryſthene ſub Kiovia, & 
per omnem regionem ad limetes Putiu- 
lenſes, nulla arx nec civitas, nec lati- 
fundium pertinebet; non prætergrediendo 
tamen limites palatinatuum Vitepcenfis, 
Polocenſis, & Mſeiſlavienſis. Similiter 
diſtrictuum Orſenſis, Mozyrenfis, Rzec- 
zycenſis, Braclavienſis, uti et limites Li- 
voniæ, cum ef, qua ab antiquo conti- 
nebantur, circutmferentif, cum omnibus 
particularibus attinentiis, pagis, fundis 
ab utrique ripa Boryſthenis, & Dunæ 
et aliorum ſitis, ad palatinatus & diſ- 
trictus in poſſeſſione S8. regiæ majeſtatis 
remanentes pertinebunt; exceptã Witiz- 
ca, que pacis ſanctæ cauſi, a palati- 
nätu Vitepcenſi avulſa, in forte czarez 
majeſtatis præſenti tractatu ad annos in- 
duciarum collocata eſt. In ſuperiori ve- 
ro parte Boryſthenis quæ comprehen- 
ditur titulo Zaporohorum, ſeu liminum 85 
Boryſthenis, & ejus loci Coſaci, in qui- 


buſcunque eo loco præſidiis, munitionibus, 
ſepi⸗ 


* 
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ſepimentis, & ſedibus degant, pertinere 
debent ad; obedientiam & protectionem 


utriuſque magni principis noſtri ad com 
mune illorum obſequium contra immi- 


nentem (quam Deus avertat) Briſurmani- 
cam Potentiam. 


W 
| Ex occupatis vero bello arcibus & 5 
terris reſtituendæ ſunt in ſortem ſacræ 
regiæ majeſtatis, arces & civitates Polocia, 
Vitepſcum, Duneburgum, Lucinum, Rec- 
zyca, Margenhauſum, cum tota Livonia 
meridionali, cum omnibus omnium ar- 
cium prænominatarum attinentiis, anti- 
quitùs ad eaſdem ſpectantibus; cum aliis 
locis & attinentiis Firth, Surazia, Je- 
ziercià— 


NTT en, 

Ipſa Kioviæ arx, cum jiſdem monaſte- 
riis, Piezarii dictis, & cum aliis penes 
Kioviam relictis adjacentiis, ſimiliter cum 
omni veteri armatura, cum qua olim Ki- 
ovia in partem czarez majeſtatis accepta, 

cum 
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eum provifione for 3 ibidem in- 
venta, in fortem S. R. majeſtatis et rel. 
publica refit; et evacuati, omumndari- 
que debet, ante primam de pebpetua pace 
commiſſionem; hoc eſt poſt duos annos 
a præſenti tractatu computandos. Et pro 
Hoe reſtituendo et cedendo Kioviam czarea' 
mzjeſtas nullum compenſationem A 8. pe 
waſeſtitte & a yep. requirat, 165 17 vr 
190 f | 5.5 #31345 
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Counter- Declaration of the Court 7 Ware 
4 907 90.4 law, 

H E underwritten, minifters of the 

king and republic of Poland, having 
| 10 before his majeſty the Declarations 
given on the 26th and 18th of September, 
by the miniſters from the courts of Vienna, 
Peterſburgh, and Berlin; and his majeſty 
haeing taken the advice of his ſenate 
thereupon, the underwritten are com- 
manded to make che mene Aae 


thetetsßs· - . | 
8710 The 
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The diſintereſted and ſucceſsful; pains 
of her majeſty, the empreſs of all the 
Ruſſias, to preſerve tranquility in Po- 
land during the laſt interregnum, and 
promote the free election of the reigning 
king, univerfally recognized ; the con- 
currence of the king of Pruſſia in the 
ſame deſigns; and the ſyſtem of neutra· 
lity at that time adopted by the empreſs. 
queen, are circumſtances, which appre- 
ciated as they ought by the king, will 
never be effaced from his — or 
heart- f | 
The king is happy in hey the 1 re- 
gulations and internal eſtabliſhments 1 
the diets, immediately ſueceeding t 
death of Auguſtus. Ah declared * uſeful 
« and, ſalutary” by the three powers: 
he would ever with the emanationg of 
the; ſovereign power of the republic to 
be regarded with a favourable, eye byiall.| 
his: neighbeur s. dt noquorort 
All. Europe is bong! bee informed of. 
the original and fucceſhve cauſes of the 
Qt l | pre- 
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preſent troubles 'in. Poland: all Europe 

knows, that the king, and the, ſoundeſt 
part of the nation, exerted their utmoſt 
efforts to prevent the riſe, and ſtop the 
progreſs of them; unfortunately theſe 
efforts have been unſuceeſsful ; and cer= 
tainly the conſequences have been dread- 
ful. The ſupreme and legal authority of 
the ſtate has been denied by ſome: an- 
archy has ſpread itſelf over the provinces: 
all Poland has been impoveriſhed, ra- 
vaged, trodden under foot, as well by her 
ovrn citizens, as by foreign troops; ſhe has 
felt, and all Europe has ſeen, thoſe ſuffer- 
ings proportioned to the length of time 
theſe troops have been in the country, 
the orders of their reſpective courts, and 
the manner in which theſe orders have 
been put in execution. 

In a word, five years of ſcourge 40d 
deſolation have ruined this country, and 
make the return of peace a matter of ur- 
gent and indiſpenſible neceſſit y. 

The engagements entered into by the 


three powers, to co-operate in effectuating 
this 
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this, great, works appeared, therefore ful 
of T and would bave been, re- 
garded b 7 the king with the livelieſt gra 
titude, the latter part of their Decla- 
ration had left room for any ſentiments 
but thoſe of the utmoſt ſurprize, and the 
moſt profound grief. | 
Theſe courts pretend conſiderable claims 
on the unhappy Poland : 2 plan of in 
demnification, the actual and effequal 
ſeizure of equivalents | are avowed. Au 
The ſtrict attention of the kig.. and 

republic to fulfil all their engagements 
with theſe powers 3 the laws of good | 
neighbourhood, ſo religiouſly. obſeryed, 
by Poland, the manner ſo friendly ang 
full of regard, in which the king has reg 
preſented, on ſo many occaſions, | the dita 
ferent ſubjects of complaint he has ung. 
fortunately had againft his neighbgugy 4 
the preſent ſituation of, Poland, ſo, wer: r 
thy in all reſpects of che compaſſion, G 
generous and ſenſible minds all ſho! 
have ſecured to him the return of mu 
42 217 1f | tus 15 
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| >o00d-will, and protected him for ever 
Som enterprizes, ſo injurious to his 
rights, and the legality of his paſſeſſi 5 
| The rights of the republic to all her 
provinces, have every poſſible mark of 
folidity and authenticity. An uninter- 
rupted poſſeſſion of many ages, avowed 
and maintained by the moſt ſolemn trea- 
ties, and particularly by thoſe. of Velaw 
and Oliva, guarrantied by the houſe of 
| Auſtria, by the crowns of France, Eng- 
land, Spain, and Sweden by the treaty 
of 1686, with Ruſſia;—by the expreſs 
and recent declarations of this laſt power; 
by thoſe of Pruſſia in 1764; and, laſtly, 
dy treaties with the houſe of Auſtria, 
füll in full force and vigour :—on theſe 
foundations the rights of the een are 
grounded. 
The court of Was contents irſelf 
with. barely pointing them out at preſent, 
ng the right of ſupporting them 


| dy proofs more ample and particular in 
What 
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"What titles cal che three po powers fs pe 
pole to theſe? If they are 23 tug out 
the 'obſturity of ancient times, of thoſe 
. titles of ſudden and momentary revolu- 
tions, which erected and deſtroyed, ceded 
and reſtored ſtates in the ſhort ſpace of 
a few months or years; theſe titles, if 
admitted, would re- unite to the Kinga 
dom of Poland many provinces, whiefi 
formerly belonged to it; but have for 
many years been occupied by the very 
powers who now form gy on 
her. | l IG 
But as it is undeniable, tat not only 
tranſactions buried in the oblivion of diſ- 
tant ages, but all tranſactions whatever, 
are annihilated by ſubſequent ſtipulationbz. p 
as all the later ſtipulations between Po- 
land and her neighbours oppoſe direMly 
the partition they now would . it 
follows, that the titles, on whith® char” | 
partition is founded, cannot be adtiftre 
without undermining the rights of every 

| - 2 tate 
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ſtate, without ſhaking every throne from 


its foundation.” e an 
The very powers, who declare; £ that 
the ſituation of Poland will not permit 
them to obtain juſtice in the ordinary” 
ways of proceedings, cannot be ignorant, 5 
that its preſent ſituation is aceidentaf 
and momentary; ; that it is in their own. 
power to change it. Their conſent alone 
is wanting to reſtore the republic to the 
free and lawful exerciſe of its independent 
ſovereignty. That would be the time to 
produce and examine their claims. This 
is the method of proceeding, which the 
king had a right to demand from the 
equity of the three courts; which he ö 
could not but expect to be adopted, rely 
ing on the letter written to him by the 
empreſs queen of Hungary and Bohemia, 
on the 28th of January 1771. ih = 
But the preſent proceedings of the three 
courts, giving the moſt ſerious ſubject of 
complaint to the ing; ; and the Cuties of 
Wi. his. 
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his crown not permitting him to be filent 
on this occaſion, he declares in the moſt 
lolemn manner, that he looks upon the 
actual ſeizure of the provinces of Poland 
by the courts of Vienna, Peterſburgh, and 
Berlin, as unjuſt, violent, and contrary 
to his lawful rights: he appeals to the 
treaties, and powers guarantees of his 
kingdom and its appurtenances. And 
laſtly, full of confidence in the juſtice 
of the Almighty, he lays his rights at 
the feet of the eternal throne; and puts 
his cauſe into the hands of the King of 
Kings, the ſupreme Judge of nations : 
and in the full aſſurance of his ſuccour, 
he proteſts ſolemnly, and before the 
whole univerſe, againſt every ſtep taken, 
br to be taken, towards the diſmembering 


of Poland. 
Given at Warſaw, Ock. 17th, 1772. 
Signed by the great chancellors of 


Poland and Lithuania. 
. 1 Declas 
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1 of the Imperial miniſter at; the 
court of Warſaw. 1 

ai 


ER majeſty, the empreſs queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia, has ſeen, with 
ibeakable aſtoniſhment, the little im- 
preſſion made by the declaration preſent- 
ed to his Poliſh majeſty by the under- 
written, and the miniſters from Peterſburgh: 
and Berlin, in order to accelerate a de- 
finite arrangement between the republic 
and the three neighbouring powers, toucli- 
ing che pretenſions formed by the ſaid 
powers on Poland; pretenſions, which 
the eſſential intereſts E their crowns will 
not permit them to expoſe to the hazard 
of future contingencies, and of thoſe 
troubles, with which Poland has at all 
times been agitated. _ 
The juſtice and dignity of the 1 
courts preſcribe certain bounds to their 
moderation: this truth can neither eſcape 
1 Es D the 
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the diſcernment of his Poliſh majeſty, 


nor be indifferent to his heart, if the 
<ries of his country have preſerved their 
influence there. n 
Her majeſty, the empreſs queen of 

| Hungary and Bohemia, hopes therefor 
that the king will not expoſe his 1354. 
dom to events, which muſt be the con- 
ſequences of his detay to aſſemble a diet, 
and enter on a negotiation, which alone 
can ſave his country, reſtore vi gour to 
the conſtitution of the republic, which has 
received ſo many, and ſo dangerous ſhocks; 
and terminate the evils, to which private 
intereſt, ambition, hatred, and diflenſions 

have given riſe. 
Done at Warſaw, Dec. 4th, 1772. 

Signed, | 

RzEwWICKI. 


N Oo TE 


The miniſter from Peterſburgh and Per- 
lin delivered the next IM each a declara- 


tion in the lame words. 505 
2 3 There 


\ 
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There is an inſolence in this pieec 
which 18 without example. —Whoſe pri- 
vate intereſt, whoſe ambition but their” 8 
have ruined: Poland ? They talk of 
boupds to their moderation. In the mean 
time, they ſeem thoroughly perſuaded, 
that there are no bounds to the patience of 
the Poliſh nation; or the indifference 
and inattention of the other courts of 
Europe. They wy however be miſ- 
taken. 


G. 
Anluer f the court of Warſaw t to tlie pre- 
ceding piece. 


N anfwer to the Declarations of the 

courts of Vienna, Peterſburgh, and Ber- 
lin, the underwritten have orders to in- 
form the miniſters of the ſaid courts, that 
the king being informed of their deſires, 
reſpecting the convocation of a diet, and 
of the inconveniencies which may ariſe 


from delays, is determined to comply, ag 
far 


\ 


* 
* 7 : 
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fa r as it i. is in his power; wiſhing not only 
to take away all pretext of aggravariiig 
the evils, which afflict Poland, but hop- 
ing that this mark of regard will operate 
on the generoſity of the three powers, 
and induce them to put a ſpeedy end to 
theſe” troubles, i in a manner the moſt 
equitable and advantageous to the re- 
public. | = 
In conſequence hereof, his majeſty 
has iſſued circular letters for the convo- 
cation of a full council of the ſenate; 
which muſt indiſpenſably precede the 
ſummoning of a diet; and has fixed the 
ſame to the 8th of Fabry following; 
a term, which leaves no more than the 
time abſolutely neceſſary for the arrival 1 
the diſtant ſenators. | 
Done at Warſaw, this 14th of ”- 
cember, 1772. | 
wn by the Charicellors: of 
Poland and Lithuania. 


4 NOTE. 


. G17 1003 71 gtogdt 18fl7 big 


ar 48 +4 MN 0 Hi E. 13% Inu: 100 


The world, ever ready to eondemn 
the unfortunate, have blamed the king 
for having in ſome degree yielded, by 
this Declaration, to the imperious will of 
the uſurping powers. But let it be ob- 
ſerved, that the different powers, guaran- 
tees of the liberties of Poland, have not 
afforded any part of that ſuccour they are 
engaged to by repeated treaties: that, 
ſtruck with their ſupineneſs and inatten- 
tion, the nation ſeems to fink under the 
weight of its misfortunes : without re- 
ſources from abroad, without activity and 
unanimity at home, —what 1s the king to 
do? Let any one power offer him effec- 
tual ſuccour ; nay, let only five hundred 
of his ſubjects declare, that, if he will 
put himſelf at their head, they will periſh 
with him, rather than ſubmit to the op- 
preſſions of his neighbours; and if he 
tken refuſe, let him be given up as uns 
worthy'of the crown, But till then, it is 
Nom | hard, 


APPENDIX 345 


hard, that thoſe. very courts, who have 
not fulfilled their ; engagements, ſhould 
endeavour to juſtify. their own ſupine- 
neſs, by throwing, the blame on him. 
Add, that, in accelerating the convoca- 
tion of the ſenate, he has really granted 
nothing ; the ſenate has not the power of 
concluding; a treaty,” that can be done by 
the diet alone. He has ftill then left time 
to his allies to come to his aſſiſtance; he 
has ſtill left it in the power of his peo- 
ple to chuſe the party they have to take; 
either to make the beſt bargain they can, 
or periſh. Su in defence of their 
SR 


A 
. 
* 


H. 


Letters for the Convocation of the Great 
1 Council of the Senate. | 1 my 


Hans ans AvcusTUs, &c. A 
O RN with the love of publie good, 
and having devoted ourſelves with the 
moſt 
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moſt diſintereſted application to promote 
the happineſs of a people, whoſe free and 
unanimous choice intruſted the ſceptre to 
our hands, we had flattered ourſelves with 
the pleaſing hope of reigning happy 0\ over 
a cheriſhed people. 

- Perſuaded that nothing could ln 
more effectually to their well-being, than 
the uninterrupted attention of a council, 
which united the maturity of advice to 
legal authority; and finding both theſe 
advantages in the ſenate of the republic; 
we determined, after the example of the 
moſt illuſtrious of our predeceſſors, born, 
as we, in the boſom of our country, to 
hold every week a council of the ſenate, 

During the greateſt part of the two 
firſt years of our reign, this rule carried 
into practice, ſerved at once as a proof c of 
our attention to the public good, and a 
mean of promoting it. But ſoon after- 

wards envy, and intereſt, enemies of the 
happineſs of the republic, ſowed the 


ſeeds of diſcord ; and they ſhot up with 
Bite | | ſq 
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| fo. much vigour, chat it became impoſſi- 
ble for us to continue this frequent com- 
munication of our views and labours * 
the ſenate. 

A detail of the 3 by which the 
misfortunes of the ſtate have arrived at 
that dreadful criſis, which engages our 


preſent attention, would be ſuperfluous, 


Suffice it to inform you, that, in conſe- 

quence of the uniform declarations made 
to us by the three neighbouring powers, 
and notifying the occupation of ſeveral 
provinces of the republic, which they pre- 
tend reſpectively to appropriate, we did, 
on the 6th of October, aſſemble a coun- 
cil of ſuch ſenators, as were then reſi- 


dent in our capital; and, by their ad- 


vice, we did ſolemnly proteſt againſt all 

the ſteps taken, or to be taken, contrary 

to the rights and intereſts of the re- 
public. 

And as the ſenators then preſent” did 

require of us, that all the members, 


compoſing, the whole body of the ſenate, 


ſhould 
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mould be ſummoned to conſitler and de- 
cide what farther is to be FO for the 
A th an 7 0 he to 
our preſent ſituation, do. hereby fix the 
firſt day of March next for holding the 
great council of the . ſenate ; requiring, 
| that as ſoon. as theſe our circular letters 
are received, you do forthwith repair to 
our capital, and U yourſelf before 
our perſon. 1 0 40 
55 You will come to provide foe the. i in- 
terelts of the ſtate, under the auſpices 
of a king, whom it has pleaſed the Al- 
mighty to re-eſtabliſh on the throne, to 
which he had raiſed him, by ſaving his 
life miraculouſly, when there appeared.no 
human means of prefervation. 9 

Tou will ſee with your own eyes, chat 

no pains have been ſpared, no means 

negleQed by us, for preventing the mis- 
. under the weight of which the 


. 1X 


. has ſo long groaned ; and eſpe- 
cia 


1 


ſince the voice of calumny has 
wo FBIII . 


5 dared 
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dared to attribute its own de figns to hims 
whole rat Alone excitell the fury of 1 Jean 
| Wuſy ; fnce by à monſtrous chain of er- 
rors an interregnum has been proclaimed, 
and fegicide commanded. 

Every honeſt heart  ſhuddered, every 
virtuous citizen wept, to ſee the honour 
of the nation ſullied and ſtained with the 
KR blood of its own king. 

Would to God, that in the bitterneſs 
of our grief, we had yet this comfort, 
that no ſenator, by entering into unlaw- 
ful conſpiracies againſt our dignity and 
perſon, had voluntarily excluded himſelf | 
from: our preſence and councils. 

But our deſign is to cure, not exul- | 
cerate the wounds of the ſtate. We 
declare therefore, that every ſenator, | ar- 
ticipating in the councils of the pre- 
tended confederation, who will forſake 
the ſame, in a formal and authentic 
manner, properly notified to us, and will 
give clear and poſitive proofs of his fide- 
ty, and attachment to us, may reſt aſ- 


1972 
ON. | Tured 
6 


F 


"C33 5425 ; 
ſured not wal that wwe 4 him ie 


offence, but alfo, that he ſhall enjoy fu 1 
and perfect” ſecurity in his country, and 
eſpecially at the council. 

Let thoſe then, whom the-unfortunate 
effects of paſt errors have driven from 
their country, and their ſovereign, | re- | 
turn at the voice of their king, and their, 
father, who will not ſee an offender, | 
where repentance is acknowledged; WhO 
ſtretches out his arms to every one, who 
comes cotivinced that domeſtic diſſen- 
ſions have been the cauſe of all our mis- F 
fortunes; and that the only poſſible | 
means of ſaving our religion, our coun- 


1 


try, and our liberty, is to unite with a f 
king, to whom theſe objects HIVE been | 
ever ſacred. | _ 
Theſe have been our conſtant views on 
this is the end for which you are ſum- 
moned to meet us at the grand council | 
of the ſenate; by aſſiſting at which you 
will fulfil the duties of your Ration, and 


merit our royal favour. 


190 


And 
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And fo we Pray God t to take . into 
his moſt holy keeping. 


2119110 


rf - © ; | RY, 
Given : at Warſaw, this 12th of Derm. 
Tore ; 
cember, 1772. B it 


A poſtſcript is added to theſe letters, : 
ſignifying that, at the requiſition of the 
three courts, the king had advanced the 


meeting of the ſenate to the eighth of... 
February. 85 
This manly appeal to the e 5 
his own conduct and the purity of his 
views, — this plain though paternal de- 50 
claration, that the nation itſelf was in 
a great meaſure reſponſible for the mis- 
fortunes, under which it labours, has 
been the conſtant language of the king. lo... 
the diet ſummoned by the confederation 
of Radom, when every artifice had been, 
employed to exaſperate the nation againſt _. 
him, I heard him make the ſame appęal, 
in Kill ſtronger terms; not a man roſe tg; ,, 
8 it: — conviction alone could Me... 


their 
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their tongues :—for a king's ſpeech in 
Poland is not always echoed back with 


applauſe to the throne ; he is as ſubject 
to contradiction as another member. — 
Abroad, indeed, men who know nothing 
of the temper and genius of his people; of 


the ſhackles by which the exertion of his 


| Power is impeded; who have not been near 


enough to examine the different ſteps, by 
which things have inſenſibly been brought 
to the preſent criſis, are liberal in their 
cenſures.— It muſt however be allowed, 
that there was a moment when he ought 
perhaps to have acted otherwiſe. To a mind 
like his, the taſk was not eaſy; to have ſaved 
his nation, he muſt have been content to 


have ſeemed to invade its rights; and to 
Join what was thought no friendly power. 


Too delicate a ſenſe of honour, the ti- 


midity of virtue, over-ruled him. Few 


princes have ſo reſpeQable an excuſe to 
plead. But had he been able to brave 
public opinion, his preſent cenſurers 


would not have been lefs ſevere. What 
has 
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has not been ſaid againſt the king of 
Sweden? —Yet appeararices are not half 
ſo ftrong againſt him, as they muſt have 
been againſt the king of Poland, had he | 
ſeized perhaps the only occaſion that was 
offered him, of ſaving his e from 
their preſent 2 | 


I. 


Letter Patent of the King [4 Profs. 


Fannmnick. by the Grace of 3 &e, ; 

(I | 5 

\ © all the eſtates, pihops, At 

prelates, palatines, caſtellans, ſtaroſts, 
&c.&c. and in general to all the inhabitants, 
whether eccleſiaſtical or ſecular,” of the 
territories of Pruſſia and Pomerania, hi- 
therto poſſeſſed by the kings of Poland; 
and of the diſtricts on this ſide the Notec, 
hitherto appropriated to Great Poland 
health and aſſurance of our royal good 


will. 


As It 
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It is notorious to all, who are conver- 
ſant in hiſtory, and we have given to all 
| Europe inconteſtible proofs thereof, in a 
| certain declaration or deduction now in 
the preſs, confirmed by authentic records, 
and the ſtrongeſt arguments drawn from 
hiſtory and law, that the kings of Poland. 
did many ages ſince violently diffeiſe the 
dukes of Pomerania of that part of tlie 
duchy of Pomerania, which being ſtretched 
along the left bank of the river Viſtula, and 
bordering om the Notec, is vulgarly called 
'Pomerellia : and that the ſaid kings of 
Bn Poland have with equal injuſtice uſurped 
| and detained from the dukes of Pome-- 
rania, and their ſucceſfors, the electors of : 
Brandenburgh, not only the ſaid Pomerel- 
lia, but alſo a large diſtrict of the New 
March, lying. on this fide of the river 
Notec. 4 
For dhe male branch of the 9 of 
Pomerania of the race of Dantzig being 
extinguiſhed in the year 1295, the dukes 
- of Pomerania: of the race of Stettin, be- 
Mo 3 * 
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ing their neareſt agnats and heirs ſpring- 
ing from the ſame ſtock, ou ght by right 
to have ſucceeded; them in theſe. poſſeſs 
ſions; but they were then deprived: of 
theſe their rights by the preponderant 
power of the knights of the Teutonic or- 
der; and afterwards prevented from re- 
covering them by the Kings of Poland. 
Tet the dukes of Pomerania did never 
wake any renunciation of their riglits to 
this their ancient patrimony; but at the 
extinction of the ancient houſe of the 
dukes of Pomerania, in the year 1637, 
did tranſmit the ſame entire to their heirs 
and univerſal ſucceſſors, the electors of the 
Rane of Brandenburgh. . | 37 
As the diſtrict of Great poland ſituat- 

N eee the Draga and the Notec, it 
did from the earlieſt times belong to the 
New March of Brandenburgh; and the 
margraves of Brandenburgh were in peace- 
able poſſeſſion thereof, till the beginning 
of the fifteenth century: but in the year 
mts the elector Sigiſmund, having 

4 mort- 
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mortgaged the New March to the knights | 
of the Teutonic order, and the kings of 

Poland being at war with that order, did 
take occaſion to ſeize upon this tract of 

land; and have ever ſince kept poſſeſſion 
thereof: tho? neither the Teutonic order, 
nor the electors of Brandenburgh, nor 
the empire of Germany, did ever by any 
treaty cede the ſame. 

The rights of Poland to theſe provinces, 
having been thus in its origin unjuſt and 
vicious, cannot, according to the unani- 
mous opinion of all civiliſed nations, be 
corrected or amended by a long preſcrip- 
tion; but rather the rights of the houſe 
of Brandenburgh not only to theſe pro- 
vinces, but alſo to other great and im- 
portant claims, ſet forth in the declara- 
tion above referred to, remain in full 
force and integrity. 

As therefore neither our inclinations lead 
us, nor any law compels us to ſuffer any 
longer ſuch great and various acts of in- 
Juſtice done to our royal and electoral 


houſe, 


* 
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houſe, we are determined to make” uſt öf 
all the means, which the divine Provi- 
dence has put into our hands, in order not 
only to recover the provinces thus tofn 
by Poland from our duchy of Pomerania, 
and New March of Brandenburgh; but 
alſo to indemnify ourſelved for the fruits 
and revenues of theſe extenſive Provinces 
during this long detention of them. n 

Io this end we are reſolved to ſeize i in- 
to our hands, and have commanded our 
troops to occupy all that part of Great Po- 
land ſituated on this ſide of the Notec; and 
alſo all the territories of Pruſſia and Po- 
merania on this, and on the other ſide of 
the Viſtula, which the kings of Poland 
have hitherto poſſeſſed under the name of 
Poliſh Pruffia : except only Dantzig. and 
Thorn. And we perſuade ourſelves, that 
the republic of Poland, having well weigh- 
ed our demands, as well as the circum- 
ſtances attending them, will yield to our 
rights, finiſh all differences between us 


| by amicable treaties, and be ready and 
= Any diſ- 
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diſpoſed to make equitable conventions 

therein. WY 
In conſequence hereof, we do perk 
notify theſe our firm and deliberate reſo- 
lutions to all the orders and inhabitants of 
Pruſſia and Pomerania hitherto poſſeſſed 
by the kings of Poland; and to all the 
inhabitants of that diſtrict of Great Po- 
land which is ſituated on this fide of the 
Notec, requiring and exhorting them 
graciouſly, but ſeriouſly commanding and 
injoining them, make no oppoſition to 
our taking poſſeſſion of the ſaid provinces, 
nor to the officers, . or troops ſent for 
that purpoſe; but to ſubmit themſelves 
Voluntarily to our dominion, acknowledge 
us for their lawful king and maſter, de- 
mean themſefves towards us as faithful 
and obedient ſubjects, and abſtain from 
all communication with the kingdom of 
Poland. And we, on our part, do hereby 
promiſe and engage to maintain all and 
every of our ſaid ſubjects in their poſſeſ- 
ſions and rights, whether civil or eccle- 
* | E E 3 
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ſiaſtical, and ſpecially thoſe of the church 
.of Rome, in the free exerciſe of their reli- 
gion; and, in general, ſo to govern theſe 
our provinces, that every ſenſible inhas 
bitant ſhall find reaſon to be content an 
happy in this change, and never have _ 
to repent thereat. WEN > 
But, in order to affure ourſelves. more 
effeQually of their fidelity and allegi- 
ance, we have fixed a day, namely, the 
27th day of this inſtant September, on 
which all the ſubjects of Pruſſia and Po- 
merania (except only Dantzig and Thorn) 
and all the inhabitants of the diſtricts on 
this {ide of the Notec, hitherto poſſeſſed 
by the kings of Poland, are to do he- 
mage, and take the oaths of allegiance 
and fidelity, in the preſence of commiſ- 
ſaries by us for that purpoſe appointed, 
and in the manner hereafter ſpecified, , + 
We perſuade ourſelves that all the in- 
kite of the ſaid diſtricts will con- 
form themſelves to theſe qur orders; but 
if, contrary to our expectations, any 


* Ner- 
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| perſon ſhould , preſume to diſobey the 
ſame, by neglecting to take the oath of 
allegiance, refuſing to ſubmit himſelf to 
our dominion, and to acknowledge us 
for his maſter, or by reſiſting our troops, 
and others commiſſioned to carry theſe 
our orders into execution, or, in ſhort, 
ſhould in any wiſe render himſelf guilty, 
or even ſuſpected of infidelity and diſobe - 
dience, all ſuch may be aſſured, that we 
ſhall proceed againſt them, without ex- 
ception of perſons, with all the rigour 
uſual in ſuch caſes. 
In witneſs whereof, &c. &c. 
- Given at Berlin this 13th day of Sep- 

tember, 1772, | : 
Signed, &. 


N O T E. 1 


The manner of doing homage is the? i 
cified in this act, but not the tenor of 
the oath of allegiance. When the ducal, 
now regal Pruſſia, was erected into an in- 

dependent ſovereignty, it was on condi- 


tion 


$ + 
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nion that in default of heirs- male deſcent? 
dants from the then elector, the duchy 
ſhould become again a fief of Poland, and 
as ſuch be beſtowed on the margraves of the 
race of Franconia; and in default of heirs 


male of this race, ſhould revert” abſolutely 
to Poland; and the ſubjects took their 
oath of allegiance in conſequence. But 
the oath adminiſtered in conſequence of 
theſe preſent letters was, to all the heirs 
male and female, deſcendants 1 wllates . 


8 rals 1 in infinitum. 


Declarati ion delivered at W, arſaw * order 
of the King of Prufſia. 


H IS majeſty, the king of Pradfia; com 


pelled by that anarchy which has for 
ſo many years deſolated the ſtate of Po- 


land, did, in a declaration delivered on tlie 
18th of September, by his under written 
miniſter, to the * and republic of PO. 


land 


land, ſolemnly reclaim certain ancient 
rights and lawful pretenſions which he 
has on the republic; as an equivalent for 
which, he did actually and effectually 
occupy part of the poſſeſſions of the ſaid 
republic ; and his majefty did at the ſame 
time, invite the whole Poliſh nation to 
baniſh, or at leaſt ſuſpend all ſpirit of diſ- 
cord and deluſion; to aſſemble a diet, and, 
in this legal repreſentation of the whole 
body of the republic, to co-operate with 
his majeſty the king of Pruſſia, and the 
two courts united with him, in eſtabliſhing 
on a firm and ſolid foundation, order and 
tranquility at home, and to confirm, by 
formal and amicable acts, the exchange 
of the titles and pretenſions of the ſaid 
_ courts againſt the equivalents, of which 
they have reſpectively taken poſſeſſion. 

Such was the true ſenſe and intention 
of this declaration; and his Pruſhan ma- 
jeſty expected patiently the Juſt. — ne- 
** era of it. 
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But he was ſenſibly aflited, when he 
tion, the king of Poland had, by a firſt 
impulſe, and of his own private authori- 
ty, cauſed to be delivered to the under- 
written miniſter, and to be made public, 
a proteſt tending to invalidate the rights 
and pretenſions of his majeſty the king of 
Pruſſia, and the occupations made in his 
name; nor was it with leſs grief, that his 
majeſty the king of Pruſſia ſaw that the 
Poliſh nation, inſtead of concurring with 
zeal and affection in the convocation of a 
diet, (without which Poland can neither 
ſolidly pacify her own internal troubles, 
nor regulate the very preſſing affairs be- 
tween her and her neighbours) did ſtill 
give itſelf up to every kind of deluſion, to 
intrigues, to views of private intereſt, cal- 
culated only to procraſtinate the term of 
bringing about ſo very deſirable a peace, 
and confirming the ſecurity of its poſſeſ- 
ſions. But what is the aſtoniſhment and 
indignation of his majeſty at ſeeing, that 
all 
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all the ſteps of the 'Polih government 
demonſtrate a formal deſign of prolonging, 
as milch as poſſible, the internal and ex- 
ternal confuſion of the ſtate, of tiring 
out the patience of the three neighbour- 
ing powers, inſtead of ſpeedily granting 
them the juſtice they demand, of en- 
deavouring, by inſidious delays, to ex- 
poſe the legality of their rights to all the 
viciſſitudes of future events. 

A council is aſſembled, neither nume- 
tous enough nor enough united, nor ſuffi- 
ciently authoriſed; it ſeparates without 
coming to any reſolution; a ſecond coun- 
eil is ſummoned, but, as if the buſineſs 
it is to meet about was of the moſt in- 
different nature, the time of its meeting 
is, on the moſt frivolous pretences, delay- 
ed to a period unreaſonably diſtant; and, 
in the mean time, the minds of peo- 
ple are heated, cabals and factions are 
formed to throw every poſſible obſtacle in 
the way, both of the internal pacification 
and the negociations demanded by the 


. three courts. 
The 
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The reſpective miniſters of the three 
courts have already, by a ſecond declara- 
tion, reiterated their inſtances with the 
king and republic of Poland for the con- 
vocation of a diet; and haye ſet before 
the eyes of the court of Warſaw the im- 
minent dangers which reſult from 0 
many delays and evaſions. 

But in a criſis ſo full of danger to hs 
republic, his majeſty the king of Pruſſia, 
deſirous that no part of the ulterior evils 
which Poland may undergo, ſhould be 
imputed to him, determines to make this 
laſt effort towards conquering ſo incon- 
ceivable an obſtinacy. _ 

I0o this end his majeſty the king of 
Pruffia renews, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
preſſing manner, his inſtances with the 
king and republic of Poland, for the con- 
vocation of a diet, and the conſumma- 
tion of a final arrangement between the 
republic and the three ncighhniting 
PoWers,, 2 $4 
And thatno illufan may. minim in the 
eyes of the Poliſh nation the importance of 


this 
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this new ſtep taken by his majeſty the king 
of Pruſſia, he fixes a term, to which, but 
not beyond it, he will wait for the effect; 
that is to ſay, the 19th of April, 1773, 
for the aſſembly of the diet; and the 7th 
of June following for the definitive ar- 
rangement with the three courts: and 
theſe terms expired without proper pro- 
viſion being made by the Poliſt nation, 
His' majeſty, the king of Pruſſia, declaring 
himſelf from that moment diſengaged 
from all renunciations made in his firſt 
declaration; will immediately employ ſuch 
meaſures as to him ſhall appear moſt 
prompt and expeditious for doing full 

juſtice to himſelf, 
7 Given at Warſaw, Feb. 2, 773. 

i Signed, 

G. DE Bevor. 


NOTE. 


The "IT declaration was delivered by 
the miniſters on n and wennn. 


SA 
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After s the miniftry 47 Wark 10 wm 
| }Joregoing declaration. +27 TRA 


IH E umder- written having TY Wat 
report to the king of the declarations 
delivered to them the 2d of February, by 
the miniſters plenipotentiaries from the 
eourts of Vienna, Peterſburgh, and Ber- 
hn, and his majeſty having taken the ad- 
vice of his ſenate thereupon, the under+ 
written are | commanded | to anſwer. there- 
to as follows: 


71 


The principles of tt. by | 
which the king and his ſenate find them+ 
felves obliged to regulate their conduct to- 
wards the above-mentioned courts, being 
ſufficiently known by the miniſterial note 
of the 14th of December, given in an- 
ſwer to the uniform declarations of the 
three courts of the 4th of the ſame month, 
and by the analogous facts which have 
followed the declarations of theſe diſpo- 
* fitions, 
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ſitions, the underwritten refer « thereto, 
confining themſelves in the preſent: 

_ 1ſt, To obſerve to the three. courts, 
that the harſhneſs and rigour of their de- 
mands, aggravated ſtill more by the ſtyle 
in which they are expreſſed, and the tone 
of inculpation and reproach affected in the 
above-mentioned declarations, have juſt- 
ly afflicted the ſenſibility of the king and 
ſenate, being equally remote from the 
attention due to the dignity of the king 
and republic, and from the regard which 
the circumſpect conduct of the yy me- 


rited on their part. 
2dly, The under-written are to inform 
the above-mentioned miniſters, that the 
king, with the advice of the ſenate, and | 
after having taken into conſideration the 
ſerious menaces, and imminent dangers 
which have been announced to him in 
_ caſe of refuſal, has yielded to the deſire 
of the three courts, and has appointed, - 
in:conſequence thereof, the 19th of April 


for the epocha of the diet. . 
8 
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4 And laftly, the under-written are com- 
manded to addreſs to the ſame miniſters 
the ſolemn requiſition which the king, 
with the advice-of the ſenate, makes to 
the three allied courts, to procure the 
evacuation” of their troops out of the do- 
mains of the republic, before the hold- 
ing of the dietines anticommitiales, in 
order that the dietines and the diet may 
proceed with full liberty, and the ſenſe 
of the nation be explained without re- 
ſtraint, and without danger. 
Done at Warſaw the 19th of Feb. 1772. 
Signed by the Chancellors of Poland 
and Lathuanis. 


N O T7, 


This condeſcenſion of the court of 
Warſaw did not prevent two of the uſurp- 
ing powers from making conſiderable ad- 
ditions to their ſeizures, whilſt they pre- 
tend to wait patiently for nnn; 


their declarations. 4 . 20 
Bd. The 


4 
* 
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The king has again been blamed for- 

condeſcending a ſecond time to the de- 
fires of his imperious neighbours ; but 
after all, what would the diet have done 
more in june than in April, if the other 
powers of Europe perſiſt in their lethargy? 
The nation is worn down by continued 
acts of oppreſſion : and the king. of Pruffia 
_ openly tells the Poles that their preſent 
ſufferings, and the future proſpeQs of 
greater, are the effects of the king's re- 
ſiſtance. 35 
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f 
 Extratt of a Treaty of Peace between Cafi- 
mir King of Poland, and Lewis d'Erlich- 
auſen Grand Maſter of the Teutonic Order, 
concluded at Thorn, Oct. 19, 1466 ; taken 
from the Conſtitutions of the Republic, 
. publiſhed at Warſaw, in 6 V: als. in Af. 


1730. 
ER RA Culmenſis, cum ſuis * 


tris, civitatibus, oppidis & fortalitiis, 
© vi- 


r * 
KY 
_ 
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videlicit, Thorn veteri et nova, Birgelau, 
Starigrod, Culm, Duniſlaw, Lipno, Kowal, 
Roggenhaus, Engleſberg, Reden, Grau- 
dentz, Colub, Popow, Straſburg, Ludberg, 
Newmarckt, Leſſen, cum ſuis omnibus 
pertinentiis, et villis; etiam quæ pertine- 
bant ad judicium Culmenſe, et cum tota 
terra Michalovienſi, nihil excipiendo; 


item tota terra Pomeraniæ circa antiquos 


terminos ſuos, cum univerſis caſtris, civi- 
tatibus, oppidis, et munitionibus in ea 
conſiſtentibus: : videlicit, Gdanſk five Dant- 


zig, Puczki, five Putzig, Lavenburg, 


Hela, Siebe, Grebin, Dirſchau, Mewe, 


Stargard, Neuburg, Swetz, Oſiek, J aſiniec, 
Kiſchau, Slochau, Conitz, Hammerſtein, 
Bütow, Tuchol, Sobowidz, Shöneck, 
Baldenburg, et cum Naria (Nehring) 
fluviis, aquis, mari, et piſcaturie, que 
ſunt in cauda maris, alias Hap, villis, 
portibus, inſulis, & pertinentiis univer- 
ſis, et dominio univerſali, directo et 
n mero et mixto ad nos & regnum 
B b 2 noſ- 
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noftrum 1 in perpetuum pertine- 
bunt &. ſpeclabunt. 
Item ex bonis certis reſpectibus nos mo- 
ventibus, et pro præſentis pacis ſtabilimen- 
to, caſtrum et civitas Marienburg, cum 
quabus inſulis, magna videlicet altera, et 
aftera parva, quæ dicitur Tyſannyſſe, Her- 
Werder, et cum integritate lacus Druſen, 
et cum omnibus ſuis piſeaturis, piſca- 
tionibus, et villis, et cum diſtrictu, 
Scharffau, et omnibus aliis attinentiis ſuis 
et villis, eo tamen excepto, quod ville 
Hallemdorff, et Alepin quæ pertinent ad! 
Hollend, & Kulchebow & Herndorff, 
quæ ultima ſola militantium eſt, et per- 
tinet ad Preuſchenk, habeant facultatem 
in lacu Drufen piſces piſcandi: item caſ- 
trum & oppidum Stuhm, cum omnibus 
antiquis ſuis jaribus, cohzrentiis & per- 
tinentiis univenſis, item civitas Elbing 
utraque vetus et nova, cum diſtrictu vil- 
larum, limitibus, et jure, et eum oppido- 
Tolkmit, et ejus diſtrictu, et ſuo officio: 
ſib 
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Blvarum et nemorum, alias Valdapth, | 
et cum ſex villis, tenutæ et caſtri Ho- 
lanth, et cum quinque villis quæ ad op- 
pidum et diſtrictum Molhnuſen pertinent. 
Item oppidum et diſtrictus Kriſchburg, 
alias Drzgon cum ſuis libertatibus mili- 
taribus, nobilibus, et caſtro, (curia ta- 
men Doleſchech apud ordinem remanente, ) 
ab alio vero latere dicti oppidi aſcenden- 
do, et tranſeundo uſque at finales gra- 
nicies dicti oppidi Kriſchburg, et ville 
Halbenſtadt mutuo ſe contingentes; 3 (ea- 
dem villa a ſiniſtris et in ditione ordinis re- 
manente:) abinde vero directius eundo ad 
eccleſiæ Pomeſanienſis fines proximiores, 
ubi omnia & ſingula ſub dictis finibus ad 
partem caſtri Marienburg conſiſtentibus 
(villa Moyſerburg iterum in parte ordinis 
remanente) cum curiis allodiis, & quibuſ- 
cunque aliis pertinentiis ad dictum caſ- 
trum Marienburgh ſpectabunt & pertine- 
bunt, Cztera vero alia omnia & fingula 
ad cumeratum, et generaliter ad diſtric- 


tum Kriſchburg uſque in præſens perti- 
B b 3 1 
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nentia pari modo eum oppidis et allodiis 
militaribus, terrigenis, villis, aquis, et 
aliis ſingulis pertinentiis ſpectabunt et ad 
caſtrum noſtrum Preuſmarck perpetuo, et 
in ævum pro prædicto ſereniſſimo domino 
rege, et regibus et regno Poloniæ rema- 
nebunt. Ita quod caſtra, civitates, oppi- 
da, diſtrictuſque prædicti ex nunc, et de 
cætero, vigore præſentis unionis et fix 
deris ad jus, proprietatem, ſortem, et titu= 
tum regni Potoniz pertinebunt et ſpecta- 
bunt, pertinere et | ſpectre debent perpetuo 

et in æ vum. | 
Item concordavimus quod Varmienſis 
eccleſia, et ejus pontifex, cum venerabili 
capitulo Varmienſi, ex nunc et de cætero 
eum omnibus ſuis caſtris, civitatibus, op- 
pidis, & munitionibus, videlicet Heilſberg, 
Braunfberg, Wormdith, Serburg, War- 
tenberg, Reſchel, Biſchoffſtein, Aleſtein, 
Gakteſzkath, Melſak, Fraunburg, & Biſ- 
choffſburg, cum omnibus diſtrictibus, 
nobilibus, vaſſallis, villis, pertinentiis et 
attinentiis ſuis, in præfati domini Caſi- 
miri 
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miri. regis, . et ſucceſſorum ſuorum regum 
Poloniæ & regni Poloniæ ditione, ſub- 


jectione, et protectione conſiſtent. Et 


nos Ludovicus magiſter, noſtrique ſuc- 
ceſſores, commendatores et ordo ejus di- 
tioni, ſubjectioni, et protectioni expreſſe 
renunciamus, et omne jus, quod nobis 
in hzc omnia competebat, in præfatum 
ſereniſſimum regem dominum Caſimirum, 
ſucceſſores ſuos reges, et regnum Poloniæ 
plenariè transfundimus, et transferimus 
per præſentes. 


3 


len 


Extract of the Convention between Sigſ- 
mund I. King of Poland, and Albert, 
Margrave of Brandenburg, great Maſ- 

ter of the Teutonic Order, concluded at 

* Cracow, April 8. 1525, taken from 


_ the Hiſtory of Pruſſia, by Gaſper Schittz, 


Folio, 496. German Edition. 1s 
ENTHLY, His majeſty yieids to 
| the margrave Albert, as a fief, and 
in quality and under the title of duke of 
B b 4 Pruſſia, 
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Pruſſia, the wa — 7 EY _ and 
villages hereunder named : that is to ſay, 
the three towns and caſtles of Königſberg, 
Lochſtædt, Wargen, Gyrmar, Poubetten, 
Rondaw, Schacken, Caymen, Cremiten, 
Waldau, Tapiar, Tablaucken, Narbettén, 
| Inſterbourg, Allenbourg, Wonſdorff, Gyr- 
gawen, Angerbourg, Nordenbourg, La- 
biau, Lawkiſcken, Tilſe, Ragnett, Roſit- 
ten, Wyndberg, Memmel, Brandenbourg, 
Creutzbourg, Friedland, Domenau, Bar- 
then, Lentzen, Balge, Heiligen, Zinten, 
Landſberg, Preuſſiſch, Eulaw, Bartenſtein, 
Sheſten, Saynſbourg, Rein, Roſtenbourg, 
Licke, Johanſburg, Holland, Libſtadt, 
Melhauſen, Moroungen, Paſſenheim, Or- 
thelſberg, Oſterodde, Hohenſtein, Nei- 
denbourg, Soldau, Gilgenbourg, Schip- 
penbeil, Teutſch, Eurlaw, Preuſſich Marck, 
Liebe, Muhl, Saalfeldt, Reiſſenbourg, Ma- 
rienwerder, Tyrenberg, Laptau, Schoen- 
berg, Powunden, Georgenburg, Roſen- 
berg, Gardenſee, Neuhaus, Freyenſtadt, 
Salau, Fiſchauſen, and Biſchoffswerder, 
O. Ex 


Extratts od the eg mr Vela." 


993 
Kr. Tv. Serenifilans' eleor omnig, 


gquæ per univerſum Poloniæ regnum, 
magnumque ducatum Lithuaniæ, et epiſ- 
copatum Varmienſem per hoc bellum, au t 
per tractatus Suecicos, quocunque titulo 
occupavit, ac ipſo facto poſſidit, —reſtituet 
plenarie et abſque ulla reſervatione. 
Art. V. Quorum intuitu, et alis; juſti 
de cauſis ducatum Pruſſiæ, iis finibus 


? 


circumſcriptum, quibus ſereniſſimus elec- 


tor illum olim jure feudali, ante hoc bellum 
ortum, poſſidebat, ipſe deinceps, et deſ- 
cendentes ejus maſculi, jure ſupremi do- 
minii, cum ſumma atque abſoluta poteſtate, 
ſibi habeunt, poſſidebunt, regentque, abſ- 
que omnibus ante hac præſtitis oneribus. 

Art. X. Loco vaſſalagii priſtini ſereniſſi- 
mus elector, ejuſque deſcendentes, perpe: 
tuo, et inviolabili fædere ſereniſſimo regi 
ac regno Poloniæ conjungentur. | 


Art. 
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Art. XI. Sereniſſimus elector, ejuſque 
deſcendentes, fidam cum ſereniſſimis re- 
gibus regnoque Poloniæ & magno du- 
catu Lithuaniz colent amicitiam, et uni- 
onem; & nunquam cum ſereniſſimorum 
regum, vel regni hoſtibus aliquod fœdus, 
directè vel indirectè inibunt, in præzudi- 
cium regis & reipublicæ. 

Art. XVI. Commercia inter regni Polo- 
nie, magni ducatus Lithuaniæ, et ducatus 
Pruſſiæ incolas libera erunt et ſecura.—In 
dominiis utriuſque partis nulla nova te- 
loniorum onera, tam terreſtria, quam 
maritima, quæ ante hoc bellum non fue- 
runt, in gravamen cujuſlibet partium im- 
ponentur. 500 

Art. XVIII. Si ſuper limitibus inter 
utramque partem controverſia exoriatur 
per commiſſiarios amicè componatur. 
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F. 
Imports at Dantzig oO the year 1771. 
| Goods, 
Allum Pi. 1,986 ſtone. 


Almonds - - . = 0008; - [ous 
£ Argal 


Argol 
Anchors 


Ale from Burton 


Aniſeed 


Blue Powder 
Bayberries 


Braſs 


Braſs- wire 
Brimſtone 


Bottles 
Butter 
Brandy 
Barley 


Barley groats 


Bricks 
Currants 


Cinnamon 


Cummin 


Cardomom 
Camel hair 


Cheſnuts 
Cochineal 
Coffee 
Coals 


Cloth, Dutch 
Do. Norder 


Drogets 
Figs 
Flax 


Fernambuck 
Fiſh, Iceland 
Flannel Engliſh 
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None. 
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cwt. . 3 
pieces 


ſtone 
ſtone 
ſtone 


6 
ſtone 


ſtone 


ſtone 


barrels 


aume. 
laſts 
ſneffs. 
pieces 
ſtone 
ſtone 


ſtone 
ſtone 
ſtone 
ſtone 
ſtone 


ieces 

one 
ſtone 
ſtone 
ſhll 
pieces 
Ginger 


Po 
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| Goods. 


Grindſtones | 
Glaſs from Lubeck 
2 from er 


Ditto, pans 
Ditto, wire 
Ditto, bar 
Vitto, old 


bm ffs 


os 

e 
Lins” 
Lemons 


* ks 
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Dutch 


orway 


Di itto, pickled 
Lead, white 
Lead 


Liquorice 


Litharge 


Mace and cloves . 


Oil of Fines 


Ditto, Bergen 


Ditto, linſeed 


Orange peel S 
n 


Oranges, 


Ditto,  elayed — * 
Ons Muſcovadoes - 


up, black ; 15 
Baud white - - 


Succade . — 
Starch - - 
— Venice 

Steel 1 - — 


Shot - - 


A p P . N D > 1 X. 382 
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| Goods, 
Oranges - 256,00 pieces 
Ditto, Oni „ 31,200 pieces 
Otters — 3 50 pieces 
Oats 101 - | .- - 6543 laſts te 
Nutmeg - - +. 26. > 
Plums - WM 318 flone 
Prunelles - - 150 ſtone 
Pimento „ 1,989 ſtone 
8 57 dene 
Pluſn - - 166 pieces 
Pitch 3 - 113 barrels 
Peaſe _ - - I lills--rx 
Paper, common - - 2,110 reams . 
Ditto, poſt - _ 1,289 ditto _ 
Rum - 805 aumied, 
Raiſins : * | - I44957 Kone (4 
Rice - - 10,337 ſtone 
Roſemary —_ - 1,82 ſtone 
Roſin * — ſtone 
Raſch a 5 553  piec 
Serges — 89 
Stoc ings — - 1,840 
Skins, — - 212 pieces 
Ditto, from Denmark = 5-500 COitto 
Ditto, Scotch — 
Ditto, calf a . 
Sugars loaf - - 
Ditto, candied - 


Shumack  =< — To 
Saffron — — I 
Sail-cloth = We 880 | 
Salt, Spaniſh - | 789 
Ditto, French - 2 
Ditto, Britiſh - 2,007 
Tobacco-leaf = - 44770 


Tobacco- roll - a 33,81 


Ditto, cut — 22,19 
Ditto, Rappee „„ 3,583 
Tallow 3 „ 51054 
Ditto, candles - 2,1 

Tow - IM * 
Tin - - 467 
Ditto, plates - 82 
Turpentine - „ 61 
Tea Wi - 133,755 
Tin, white - - 211 
Ditto, black - - 2" 
"Tar . - '- 1,255 
Tiles - - 32,000 
Vinegar - — 387 
Wine, French 5 2 10, 691 


Ditto, Rheniſh - - 117 


Wine, ſack - - 

Do. Naples - 26 
Whalebone - 62 
Wood, blue Braſil - 447 
Do. yellow - - 2 
Do. red - - - 286 
Do. brown - - 267 
Do. fine - 5,360 
Yarn, Turky - - 2,321 


caſks 
barrels 
pieces 
hhds. 
hhds. 
aum es. 


pipes 


pipes 
ſtone 


ſtone 


ſtone 
ſtone 
ſtone 
fathom 


Ib. 


| Non-enumerated goods, chiefly woollen, value 50e 


guilders 


E xports 
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Exports from Dantzig in the Year 177 


Goods. 
Aſhes, pot 
Do. weed 
Antimony 
Barley, 
Briſtles 
Bacon 
Butter 
Heef 
Beer, ſpruce 
Brandy, French 
Do. corn = 


Cheeſe - - 
Cloth — - 
Cummin FX 
Deals, fir L 
Clap · boards - 
Feathers 5 4 
Flax Fe - 
Hemp — 4 
Hops - Re 
Honey - = 
Hides — 6 
Herring = - 
Iron | * - 
Linſeed - A 
Leather : 6 
Oil. ſeed 9 
_— 
Plank, oak = 
. Gunpowder . 
: Rye © „ 2 
Do. flour = 5 
Rolls, brown 8 
Pitch 1 Tm * 


Crown raſch 


3 ⁵ %%» ⁵⁵⁵⁵⁵⁵ẽV!ñ IT CEE 


14,8374 fhlk 
3,145 laſts 
290 ſtone 

2 laſts 
2,282 ſtone 
63+ fill, 

5 | barrels 
171 do. 
12 do. 

4 aumes 
183 aumes 

T0154 ſhll. 
19,735 ells 
112 ſtone 
1, 306 ſhock 
90 do. - 
2,463 ſtone 
i ot _ 
2,309 o. 
2774 ſull. 
25 barrels 
$53 decker 
650 barrels 
1,071 ſhll. 

4 barrels 
46 ſtone 
83 decker 

7 aumes 
19 28 laſts 

243 ſhock 
211 ſtone 
8,690 55 laſts 
12 ſheſf 
128,102 ieces 

2 13 

71 pieces 


ſtaves, 


E Pr END 
oods, 


11,6xx ſhock 


allow = - 
Soap TTY ** Fd, 
guceinum - - " a 
Salt, pant. = 8 
Do. French > - 


bk PH", nf 
Se op IS, - 0 7 Benn. i 
CTR de | hg 
Wart. oh; % ee e 
Trun nes - 4 mille | 
et alta laſts 
o. flour * — Pigs _ laſts. 470 15 
Ben 6 hogſheade 


6 aumes 
Walen ge goods, te $82,528 Ly „„ 
Do. Poliſh, we 12 2 : : 6 609 5 4 ſhocks ; jt + 


3 7 EN 
Note. The aume is 2 of a French hogſhead : ll eng 
Z T5 - 7 


ſhip pound, or 320 common pounds, the Fouts is 120 0 


oe nnd and the one is 24 . 
Irre ir e 121 he 
. „ Ls „% , FA ** . a 


Iaſi » . * # . fn , 
Iv; I «+4 vr. £4 £24524 £$% 51 
nn za aun a 
day - 
” | "7 0 * * of : . * 1 * ** ; A 2 N 1 * 
„ Kö ions e ee N 
, — 


8 % 
; — 
% _ - 4 ] [ 
turgeon. W 4. 
mY 
- 
— 


2 
Bxiratts * a Treaty of Commerce bem 


and the ow of Dante, concluded in 
the Year 1707, From the Archives of 


Dantzig. 


AN GLI A, Hi & Hiberniz ſub- 
ditis ut antea ita in poſterum Gedani 
commorari, mercaturam exercere, adve- 
here, vel in propriis, vel in alienis navi- 
bus, merces omnium exterarum nationum, 
eaſque conſuetis teloniis ſolutis, in depo- 
ſitoriis et granariis aſſervare, civibus eas 
vendere, eaſdem rurſus per mare, præ- 
ſtitis juribus exitus, ad omnes oras * 

regrinas transferre liceat. 
"Ratione halecum, aliorumque piſeium 
advehendorum, Angli pari cum Batavis 
gaudebunt libertate. Exportatio ſalis, 
huc dum Anglis non permiſſa, eis indul- 
gebitur, præ via jurium exitus præſtatione. 
Ce Si 


— — 


— —————— — — — 


. —— — — — — — 
— — — — —— 


— — — — 


— 


— — — 


— 


336 AP NEN DI X“ 
Si vero civitati neceſſarium viſum fuerit 
hanc indulgentiam mutandi, per ſex men- 
ſes æſtivos 1d præ vie en ueibus Angle 
ſignificabitur. | N. N 
Loco pecuniarum in camera «dens ſo- 
litarum admittet civitas cautionem Perſo- 
nalem mercatorum Britannicorum. Nuss 
Herba nicotiana (tobac) per mare ex 
Anglia advecta non confundi debet cum 
ejus modi herba terra huc advecta; nec 
ejus modi herba ſub nomine vel igno 
Anglica herbz vendi debe. 
Si in poſterum alis exteris nationibus 
quzdam: privilegia, ſeu commoda commer- 
ciorum concederentur, ea, eodem tempore, 


Anglis itidem concedi ipſo facto debent. 


* 


. 


lis Pruſſian majeſty has broke through 
every one of the articles above cited, 


aden 
ee 1 


1e . Ss * * f 9 4 * l 4 - « ws 
\ ; „ 1 ; a 8 911. f 
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Hhentie Trunſfation, w the German 
Original in the Archives of Dantæig. of 
"the" AF of Guaranty given to the Town 

"of Duntæilg, by the reigning "Empreſs of 
Ruſſia, in her own Name and thoſe of tlie 


" - of Great Britain, Denmark; Sue- 
den, and Pruſſia, on the e e of | 


March, 1767. n 50 


ITT 


os, Dei gratia, Catharina Il. impera- 
trix & autocratrix totius Ruſſiæ, Ke. 
| G0. notum facimus & manifeſtamus om- 
nibus & ſingulis, præcipuè quorum id 
noſce intereſt, quod poſteaquam impera- 
trix Anna glorioſiſſimæ memoriæ, pro ſe 
& ſuis ſucceſſoribus diplomate, die 29 
Aprilis, anni 1736 edito, civitati Geda- 
nenſi id ſubmiſſimè efflagitanti ſummam 
ſuam & clementiſſimam interpoſitionem 
largita eſt, ut hæc civitas in ſuis juribus, 
libertatibus, poſſeſſionibus, & conſuetudi- 
nibus, tam in cauſis religionis quam in 
CEL alis 


1 
- ——— 
F m _—_ 
3 
Lt 


— — — — 
— — 2 — _— 


„. 


aliis quibuſcunque, . przcipue | vero. quoad 
portum, qui ad ipſam pertinet, et in jure 
præſidi apſi competenti, nullo modo neque 
ullo prætextu kederetur, ſed in iis conſer- 
Varetur; & id propter ſponſio ſeu garan- 
nia ſieret: nos eandem garantiam, anno 
1764, valediſſimè renovavimus; & nunc, 
ipſo noſtro proprio diplomate, antea me- 
morata eivitati Gedanenfi, partim, EX ing 
nata nobis ctementia & magnanimitate, 
partim, quia propter aſſidua commercia 
eum imperatoriis noſtris provinciis & ſub- 
ditis, et propter portum ejus commode 
fitum, eam civitatem in præſenti ſtatu ſuo 
permanere noſtrà intereſt, iterum ei ele- 
mentiſſimam fponſionem facimus, nos eam, 

contra omnes & ſingulas, frve jam factas, 

ſive in poſterum faciendas pretenſiones & 
poſtulationes, efficaciſſimè tuituras 1 ei fi- 

mul ſummam noſtram interpoſitionem U 
beraliter conceſſuras, ut ipſa in ſuis, qui- 
bus huc dum gaviſa eſt, juribus, liberta- 
tihus, privilegiis, conſuetudinibus, um in 


i cauſis religionis quam in aliis, præcipus in 


poffeſſione 


1 3; It): 
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paſſeſone ſuortmm territoriorumꝭ fundo- 
rumque, & in jure navigationig'commers 
cit, portorii, rei monetarie; & præſidii, line: 
ulla diminutione pleniſſime conſervetur. 

Quodſi etiam ex cauſu Diſſidentium in 
Polonia, Lithuania, & in incorporatis pro- 
vinciis commorantium, quos, ad reſtauran- 
da ĩpſorum hue dum læſa jura & libertates, 
in noſtram protectionem recepimus, ad 
vim &x apertum bellum (quod tamen 
Deus elemente avertere velit) ventum 
fuerit; præmemorata civitas Gedanenſis, 
quippe pars Diſſidentium in Pruſſia, dum 
modo ipſa bone cauſæ communi accedit, 
non ſolum a parte noſtra pari protectione 
fruetur ſed etiam, fi eadem ex tali oceaſione 
in ſuis bonis, opibus, & reditibus ullum 
damnum aut in' ſais juribus ullum læſio- 
nem paſſa fuerit; in ſecurura conventione 
aut pacificatione reparatio ejuſmodi dam- 
ol Thi ere * etiam omnium 


* + 


Holi fi 4 Shay 2 acbb Wi Emathris; 
quz a3 * nobiſcum in cauſa Diſſidentium con- 
1 v1. 8.145 9 Ce 3 june 


ger bel Ae pee daun 
Pb ipfaque contra omnes prten- 
88e & vindictas de præterito metuen- 
das, Tuffiiehter in tuto collocabitur. 

Denique ſi præfata civitas in poſterum 
propter jura aut libertates'ſuas à quopiam 
impugnata fuerit, eadem ad nos et ſucceſ- 
ſores noſtros fidentiſſimum & humilimum 
refugium, ficut antea, capiet; & omnem a 
nobis protectionem, auxilium, et adjumen- 
tum ſperare poterit. In majorum cujus 
fidem hocce noſtrum diploma manu noſtra 
ſubſeripſimus, imperiique noſtri ſigillo mu- 
niri juſſimus. Datum Moſcoviæ, 'd& 24 


menſis Marti anno 1 | A 7 01 
gi CArHARINA. 
-20 ere AurxANDER Genz, 

63TH 8.7 8 TEN | | of „5 4 
Imperialis in cappla | F 


argemea deaurata, 
In eee of this 40 * guarag- 


ty, the town of Dantzig acceded to the 


confederation of the Diſſidents. 
The 


PEN Dx, TY 


The, edit of has, rather 1 ch. 125 1 P. Sive f 

5 this aufhentic trapllation, in La atin, 925 

hazard one gf his on in Engliſh ſh ; for 7 

fear of being ſuſpected f having, adde led 
to the force of the original. 4 Indeed | the 

terms of this guaranty are ſo very wong 


41 z 


and full, and yet it has ſince been, o 


ſhameleſsly violated, that without che moſt 
indiſputable proofs of the authenticity of 
the piece, the editor would not haye in- 
ſerted ee, . 3 

On the one land it fy 0 incredible, 
chat Great Britain ſhould have given. Ruf: 


to * an 1 as ede without having 
firſt well weighed the conſequences, and 
provided for the effectual obſervation of 
ſo ſtrong and ſolemn an engagement: be- 
cauſe it is incredible that Great Britain 
ſhould lend her name for the purpoſe of 
deceiving and betraying a town, whom 
ſhe has for ages protected, where her ſub- 


jects enjoy great and unuſual privileges, 


and where ſhe, carries on an extenſive. and 


lucrative 


— Iau 


} 


| whoſe rights and liberties, and particu- 


4 NIBFEN BIA 

55 ive commerce: and that with no 
r view than to { gratify the ambition 

of 4 rince, who. ae been e ty 

er, " Ol deftrution, repays the obliga- 

tion by every act of Haughtinels, not to 


fay contempt. 

On the other hand, it ſeems almoſt | as 
incredible, that Ruſſia ſhould, "unautho- 
rized, thus uſe the name of Great = 
tain, an ally to whom ſhe has ſo ma any 


and ſo recent obligations; ; "ſhould | then 
again inſult this ally, and forfeit her own. 
honour by baſely giving up. the town, 


62 


lat 2 


larly thoſe | now attacked, are ſo Arongly 
guarantied | in this act; and that not gra- 
ruitouſly, but on certain conditions, whith 
conditions were fulfilled by the town: and 
all this only to be the tool of a princk, 
whom. at her acceſſion to the throne the 
ſolemnly and truly called the naturil ene- 
my of her country. eee 
And equally incredible does it ſeem, 
that, when called upon to fulfil what ſhe 


8 owes 
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_ owes, to the honour of Great Britain, her 


e005 81301 


own, good. faith, , and her own inter 


fly 


rightly underſtood, . Ruſſia ſhould. coolly 
anſwer (Which the editor as well as his 
correſpondent has good reaſon to believe 
ſhe did) « that ſhe is ready o protect the, 
« rights of the town ſo far forth as no 
6 third power has pretenſions on it.” ag 
The only part of this ſlrange franſac- 
| tion, to which we can readily give credit, 
is, that the king of Pruſſia, though a par- 
ty in this act of guaranty, ſhould himſelf 
violate the privileges, he there engages to 
maintain. We can eaſily believe this; 2 
expect him to tell us with an unbluſbing 
face, ce that he has convinced all Europe, 


is and that every one, who is converſant ut 
« in hiſtory, knows,” that to guaranty 
the rights, liberties, and revenues of a 

ſtate, means to annihilate thoſe liberties, 
ſeize upon thoſe rights, and appropriate 


thoſe revenues to his own uſe. Ly” 
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